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From the CEO
In 2018, R.A.B.I will undoubtedly face new challenges, 
but we are well equipped to deal with them.   
One recurring question we often hear is: ‘What will 
happen to farmers when we leave the EU?’ 
I was heartened to hear the Secretary of State, 
Michael Gove, confirm in January that current 
subsidies will remain in place until 2022 – and 
possibly 2024 – followed by a ‘phased’ reduction, 
moving towards supporting farmers for managing 
and enhancing the environment. Amidst current 
uncertainties it’s good to have some positive 
indications. Farmers have actually managed both 
production and environmental matters successfully for 
many years. 
It is still too early to plan properly for the future until 
we know the finer details. The sooner we have this, 
the better – because all farms need to prepare for life 
after Brexit. Farmers always need time to plan for the 
medium to long term future because they work in a 
very capital intensive sector. 
Food security remains high on the agenda too, 
because ours is a small island with a growing 
population. Food has been cheap and plentiful for 
many years so no one really knows what it would be 
like to have shortages. By 2021, the NFU estimates 
that our industry will need 90,000 seasonal workers. 
Currently the majority of these come to the UK from 
Europe and bring with them a tremendous work 
culture. Going forward, I hope this is something that is 
not lost. 
We were delighted to be involved in a project 
with Farmers Guardian, JCB and the Louise Hartley 
Scholarship Fund, in which a unique JCB Loadall, built 
entirely by 68 of the manufacturer’s apprentices, was 
auctioned off. It was a huge privilege to be invited to 
JCB’s premises for a day and everyone made us feel 
so welcome. The JCB set-up is amazing, but best of all 
they went the extra mile to show their support for both 
us and the farming sector. JCB is a company that 
leads by example and they have a fantastic team 
– including the talented apprentices who worked so 
hard to create the bespoke loadall for auction. The 
company is a leader in its field the world over, but 
has not lost touch with its local roots – maintaining 
a high regard for staff welfare. It was also incredibly 
moving to hear Louise’s story first hand, and how the 
scholarship fund was set up in her memory. It’s a very 
worthy cause. We received a donation of £24,000 
from the auction sale. This money will go towards 
providing important financial assistance to people 
with mental health problems.  
At R.A.B.I we’re incredibly lucky to have tremendous 
support from all sections of the farming community. 
Without the generosity of volunteers and supporters 
we wouldn’t be able to serve the sector in the ways 
we do. We’re grateful for every single pound we’re 
given and for the time that people devote to our 
causes too. 
Finally, I’d like to offer my personal congratulations to 
Minette Batters on becoming the first female president 
of the NFU. I wish her every success in the role. 

Paul Burrows,   
R.A.B.I chief 
executive

COVER IMAGE   
Lord Bamford presents R.A.B.I CEO Paul 
Burrows with a cheque for £24,000. Paul is 
flanked by R.A.B.I corporate development 
manager Suzy Deeley and R.A.B.I trustee 
Joshua Hosier. See page 7  
Photo: Courtesy of Farmers Guardian 
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Chairman’s Diary 
Well, 2018 has arrived and we 
look ahead to a busy year. 
Here are some things from my 
charity diary.  

January 15   
The first engagement of 
the year for me was the 
Pembrokeshire AGM and the 
formidable ladies’ committee 
was full of ideas and 
suggestions for the coming 
year!

January 22  
Another excellent AGM 
in Ceredigion, where the 
committee was equally fired 
up and enthusiastic.  

January 31 
Up to Oxford for a series of 
meetings. Firstly, a meeting 
looking at  potential trustees. 
Secondly, our regular grants 
committee met to consider 
applications for help. Again, 
the range of difficult and 
tragic circumstances that 
befalls people is astounding. 
There was also a session on 
governance, covering new 
legal requirements the charity 
has to meet, and finally a 
meeting of the chairman’s 
executive committee. 

February 14  
On the road to Clitheroe to 
address the Ribble Valley 
Farmers Club, and what 
a thoroughly entertaining 
evening it was. Good food 
and great company. 

February 20/21 
All roads led to Birmingham 
and the NFU Conference. It’s 
a great opportunity to meet 
old friends and contacts and, 
on a personal level, it was 
nice to sincerely thank the 
outgoing president Meurig 
Raymond for all his support 
over many years. A well 
earned retirement beckons, 
but I cannot see Meurig in the 
‘pipe and slippers’ brigade 
quite yet. 

February 22 
Down to Winkworth Farm in 
Lea for the Wiltshire R.A.B.I 
breakfast event. Hosts Jeremy 
and Melanie Newman are 
longstanding supporters of 
R.A.B.I and their willingness to 
let us use their stunning venue 
is very much appreciated. 

February 28/March 1 
To Cheltenham, for a 

meeting of our fundraising 
& development team. I also 
took the opportunity to get 
across to Oxford to meet with 
our auditors, Martin and Co, 
to ensure that we are fulfilling 
the myriad of financial and 
legal requirements involved in 
running a major charity. 

March 8 
Down to Beaufort House for 
a meeting of our welfare 
team. It is always humbling 
to talk to the team about the 
circumstances they encounter 
when visit existing and 
potential beneficiaries.

March 12/13/14 
In Oxford again for another 
packed session of meetings. 
There was an update on how 
our new promotional films 
are progressing, followed by 
meetings of the grants and 
health & safety committees. 
The council of trustees also 
met to undertake a strategic 
overview of all aspects of 
running the charity, from 
finance to estates and from 
staffing to care homes. 

March 21 
Back to Beaufort House to say 
goodbye to the retiring Peter 
Mason. Peter seems to have 
been a part of R.A.B.I forever  
and his quiet and efficient 
approach, coupled with 
an ability to turn his hand to 
anything, will be sorely missed. 
Every good wish for the future 
Peter. 

Malcolm Thomas,  
R.A.B.I chairman 

Rugby ref leads way 
on mental health 
Did you know that in the UK alone, more than 
one farmer every week takes their own life? And 
under-25s can be just as vulnerable as over-65s 
to rural isolation? 
In February, the Farm Safety Foundation 
launched its first week-long Mind Your Head 
campaign, bringing organisations and charities 
from the farming sector together to share 
incredible stories, inspirational journeys and 
important messages in an attempt to break the 
taboo surrounding mental health in farming. 
 
The campaign sought to: 
• Raise awareness of high depression and 
suicide rates in farming  
• Increase understanding of how to support 
those dealing with mental health issues 
• Educate people about the sources of help, 
advice and guidance available 

R.A.B.I can provide important financial 
assistance to people with mental health 
problems. Sometimes, the illness leads to 
financial problems, but it can also be the other 
way around. For some people, tackling their 
financial problems can immediately relieve 
some of the stress, anxiety and worry.  
Rugby referee Nigel Owens was the face of 
the Mind Your Head campaign. Nigel, former 
president of the Wales Federation of Young 
Farmers’ Clubs, once attempted suicide. He 
said: “The mind is a powerful tool which can be 
positive and helpful, as well as negative and 
destructive. If we don’t open up and talk about 
how we’re feeling and what we are struggling 
with, we end up doing ourselves damage 
mentally.”
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Making time for 
breakfast is important 
but so is making time 
for others.  
R.A.B.I’s Farmhouse 
Breakfast campaign 
promotes everything 
that’s good about 
British farming and 
produce – which 
is why supporters, 
businesses and 
other organisations 
have been hosting 

breakfasts and 
encouraging guests 
to make donations 
towards our work.  
In 2017, more than 
2,000 breakfasts were 
served across 28 
R.A.B.I events, raising 
more than £20,000 in 
the process.  
This year, our 
supporters have been 
just as active in the 
kitchen.

Louise leads from front
A team of NFU 
volunteers 
(pictured) worked 
hard serving 150 
breakfasts and 
selling raffle tickets 
at the annual ‘Big 
Breakfast’ event 
at the Rowberry 
Nursery and Farm 
Shop in Chaddersley 
Corbett near 
Kidderminster. 

The event was 
organised by 
staff and group 
members from 
the Kidderminster 
branch of the 
NFU, led by Louise 
Sapwell. More than 
£1,200 was raised, 
which will be split 
between four 
charities including 
R.A.B.I.

Checkered history
Thirty guests attended the 
breakfast at Chiddingstone 
Castle near Edenbridge in Kent. 
Mark Streatfield, chairman of 
the trustees at Chiddingstone,  
gave a brief and interesting talk 
about the castle’s checkered 
history and took people on a 
tour of the castle. The morning 
raised £523.50. 

Backing for Britain 
NFU East Anglia hosted the 
second R.A.B.I and NFU ‘Back 
British Farming Breakfast’ in 
Newmarket and guest speaker 
was Neil Wilson from HSBC. 
Thirty-five people sat down to 
breakfast and £350 was raised. 

Cornish restaurant cooks up a storm with a little help from their friends
Grigg’s restaurant 
in Cornwall laid on 
breakfast to raise 
money for R.A.B.I 
and the Addington 
Fund with support 
from Barclays 
and Coodes 
Solicitors. More 
than £1,000 was 
raised. Pictured are 
supporters of the 
event. 

Fifth consecutive year 
at Winkworth Farm 

The fifth annual Farmhouse 
Breakfast at Winkworth Farm in 
Wiltshire was hosted by Melanie 
and Jeremy Newman, pictured 
with R.A.B.I chairman Malcolm 
Thomas, left. Sue and Andy from 
Waring’s Catering generously 
donated their services, Barclays 
match-funded the raffle and 
produce was donated by 
Sherston Free Range Eggs and 
The Tracklement Company. 
Eighty-five guests sat down to 
eat and the event generated 
£2,042.   
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R.A.B.I would like to thank 
everyone who contributed 
to the Farmhouse Breakfast 
campaign.  
Other successful events 
were also held at the 
following (amount raised in 
brackets):   
• Greenfields, Canterbury,  
Kent  (£422) 
• Medway Yacht Club, 
Kent (£538.50) 

• Macknades Fine Foods, 
Faversham (£930) 
• Dirty Habit, Hollingbourne 
(£694) 
• Elham Valley Vineyard 
(£320.60) 
• The Stock Pot, Ashford 
Market (£226) 
• Dog & Duck, Plucks 
Gutter, Canterbury (£675) 
• The Plough Inn, Leigh, 
Surrey (£750)  

Early risers know how to shine 

Gill and Brian 
Hesselgrave and 
their team of helpers 
provided more 
than 240 breakfasts 
at Hellingly Village 
Hall in East Sussex, 
with breakfast time 
running from 8.45am 
to 1.30pm! 
It was an amazing 
effort from those 

that cooked in the 
small kitchen, the 
waitresses who 
took orders and 
the washing-up 
volunteers in the 
second small kitchen. 
Gill planned the 
day so everyone 
had the opportunity 
to eat and catch 
up with friends and 

neighbours before 
the next batch of 
people arrived for 
breakfast. Thanks 
to everyone who 
donated produce 
and Barclays for 
match funding of 
£1,000. In total, 
£3,200 was raised.  
RIGHT: Organisers 
and supporters. 

Sussex crew serves on until 1.30pm

Forty-four guests sat down 
to a full English breakfast at 
the Poacher and Partridge in 
Tudeley, Kent. The event was 
arranged by Sheila Adams and 
the food and service top notch. 
Including donations, the sum of 
£1,750.50 was raised. 

Top notch service 

Merry barn bunch
The breakfast event at 
Bartholomew’s Barn in West 
Sussex was a great success 
with 120 paying guests helping 
to raise £1,507.50. There was 
a large team of merry helpers 
who cooked, served and 
cleared tables. Thanks to 
Frances Attwell for use of her 
beautiful barn and facilities.

Full house at farm shop in Cranswick

It was a full 
house for 
breakfast 
at the Farm 
Shop in 
Cranswick, 
East 
Yorkshire 
on January 
23. 
Around 80 
breakfasts 
were 
served, 
raising 
£650. 

The Warwickshire Farmhouse 
Breakfast was a joint initiative 
with the Addington Fund and 
support from the Barclays 
agricultural team. A high turnout 
meant around 100 breakfasts 
were served up at a lively 
Stratford Livestock Market.

Addington venture 
West’s wellington sale
The Westlands Farm 
Shop in Shedfield, 
near Wickham, 
Hampshire, raised 
£255 at their 
breakfast event.  
More than 45 
people sat down 
to bacon and 
sausages straight 
off the farm, with 
much of the other 
produce locally 

sourced. A raffle 
and a wellington 
sale added to the 
fundraising pot.  
Pictured are 
Hampshire 
committee chairman 
John Korbey, 
Kayleigh Collette 
from the Westlands 
Farm Shop and 
R.A.B.I regional 
manager Sally Field.  

Painters by numbers 
A breakfast at the Alma, 
Painters Forstal, Faversham 
raised £333 and was attended 
by 28 people. 
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Match funding 
at 29 events  
• Barclays is a loyal supporter 
of R.A.B.I and in 2017 they 
provided match funding of 
£27,241 across 29 events 
throughout England and 
Wales. It’s not just financial 
support either, with many staff 
getting involved to help out 
on the ground at everything 
from breakfasts, lunches, 
cream teas, cocktail parties 
and dinners to quiz nights, 
tractors runs, carol concerts, 
race nights and duck racing! 
Thanks to all at Barclays for 
their commitment and help.  

• Thanks also to #clubhectare 
for their support of R.A.B.I 
online. #clubhectare is a 
members’ organisation 
dedicated to promoting 
agriculture and food 
production. Comprising 
a diverse group of rural 
businesspeople, students, 
researchers, and more, it’s a 
non-profit organisation with 
all officers and members 
operating on a voluntary 
basis. 

• R.A.B.I is also grateful 
to AGCO for their £1,000 
donation towards the 2017 
Christmas Hamper campaign. 

Your chance to win   
baler worth around £40k

To celebrate 40 years of 
producing round balers, 
Krone UK is raffling off a 
baler worth over £43,000 
to raise money for R.A.B.I 
and FCN. 
Throughout the coming 
months, the brand new 

Comprima F155 XC will 
appear at many of the 
larger agricultural shows 
with the raffle closing on 
July 26. The winner will 
be drawn at Countryfile 
Live on August 3. 
Tickets, costing £3, will 

be available from 
Krone stands at the 
shows and through 
the Krone dealer 
network. They’ll also 
be available at 
R.A.B.I show stands 
and online at www.
winabaler.com
A Krone spokesman 
said: “Forage is the 
most important 
commodity a 
livestock farmer 
has.  
“Krone is still and 
has always been a 
family-run business 
and we know how 
important family 
values are, even 
though we operate 
on a global scale. 
“Krone UK also 
understands the 
importance of 
the UK farming 
community 

and how farmers can 
experience many issues, 
varying from financial 
problems to mental 
health. This is why we 
want to support the 
farming community.”

Loyal support from the corporate sector 

IN IT TO WIN IT: THE COMPRIMA F155 XC baler which is being 
raffled off to raise funds for R.A.B.I and FCN.

Charity of the year for 2018 

Agri Advisor, a firm 
of agricultural and 
rural solicitors with 
offices in Pumsaint, 
Welshpool and 
Cowbridge, has 
chosen R.A.B.I as 
its charity of the 
year for 2018. 
Nerys Llewelyn 
Jones, Agri 

Advisor’s 
managing partner, 
said: “We have 
always had 
close ties with 
R.A.B.I and look 
forward to building 
relationships this 
year with various 
fundraising events 
scheduled for 

2018.” 
Linda Jones, 
regional 
manager for 
Wales, said: 
“Agri Advisor 
has been 
the main 
sponsor for our 
Henlle Golf 
Challenge 
since 2016 
and it is 
wonderful 
news that they 

have opted to 
increase their level 
of support towards 
our work.” 
Linda is pictured 
right with fellow 
regional manager 
Becky Davies on 
a R.A.B.I / Agri 
Advisor stand. 

Ceva nominations revealed
Winners of this year’s 
Ceva awards will 
be announced at a 
ceremony in Birmingham 
ahead of the BSAVA 
Congress on April 4, 
2018.  
The annual awards 
celebrate the 
achievements of 
remarkable people from 
the farming, veterinary 
and charity industries, 
who go beyond the call 
of duty to better the lives 
of animals. Nominations 
were submitted by 
friends, family, clients 
and colleagues. 
The Farm Animal 
Welfare award is run in 
association with R.A.B.I 
and NADIS.  
Award judge Tony 
Andrews said: “The 

2018 Ceva Farm Animal 
Welfare award produced 
a large number of 
deserving nominees 
covering a wide range 
of farm animals and 
activities. It provided a 
very positive reflection 
on the hard work and 
humanity occurring in 
farm animal production.  
“We could have easily 
filled the top three 
positions two or three 
times over.” 
Halton Farms Ltd, 
based in Congleton, 
Cheshire, the University 
of Nottingham Dairy Herd 
Health Group and the 
Evidence Group, based 
in Penrith, Cumbria have 
all been short-listed for 
the Farm Animal Welfare 
Award. 
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Every year, Devon farmer 
John Smith helps  
co-ordinate the Christmas 
hamper campaign in his 
county. John, who farms 
around 500 acres, is a 
committed R.A.B.I supporter 
who took part in a Farming 
Today programme on 
Radio 4 to promote the 
charity’s work, particularly 
the hamper campaign.  
John explained: “My 
father was very involved in 
R.A.B.I’s work and I tagged 
along behind him. Things 
just evolved from there. 
There are many people out 
there in need of help – the 

countryside can be a very 
lonely place. If you can’t 
help your own it’s a very 
poor job and I get a great 
deal of satisfaction out of 
what I do.  
“People say ‘thank you’ 
sometimes and I don’t 
even know who they are. It 
makes your day.” 
John appeared on the 
Farming Today feature 
with South West welfare 
officer Chloe Rigler and 
Cecil Penny. Cecil received 
a hamper from R.A.B.I, 
personally delivered to the 
door by John.  
Cecil, who worked in 

farming most of his life 
before retiring in 2005, 
said: “I’ve been fortunate 
to receive R.A.B.I’s help. I 
went to the Citizens Advice 
Bureau who put me in 

touch with R.A.B.I and from 
that day to now they’ve 
helped me quite a bit. I 
appreciate that.” 
Pictured above, left to right,  
are Chloe, Cecil and John.

When people say ‘thanks’ it makes your day  

JCB Chairman, Lord Bamford, 
presented The Louise Hartley Memorial 
Fund with £50,000 and R.A.B.I with 
£24,000, which was raised through the 
auction of a one-of-a-kind loadall – 
built by 68 JCB apprentices.  
The donation was made possible 
through the generosity of  
longstanding JCB customer Angus 
Wielkopoliski of Yorkshire Dairy Goats 
who was the highest bidder for the 
Loadall Agri Pro telescopic handler 
in an online auction, organised 
in partnership with the Farmers 
Guardian.  
Lord Bamford welcomed 
representatives of the two charities 
and Mr Wielkopoloski to JCB’s HQ 
in Rocester, Staffordshire for the 
official presentations. He said: “JCB’s 
apprentices worked as a team and 

did a wonderful job manufacturing 
this unique loadall. I am not only 
delighted that one of our  
longstanding customers has 
supported the charity auction, but 
that the £74,000 he paid is helping two 
such worthwhile charities connected 
with the farming community, of which 
we are such a close part.   
“We are indebted to the Farmers 
Guardian for their great support in 
organising the auction and suggesting 
the Louise Hartley Memorial Fund 
and R.A.B.I as beneficiaries, and to 
Yorkshire Dairy Goats for digging deep 
to buy this unique JCB machine.” 
The Louise Hartley Memorial Fund was 
established in memory of the former 
Farmers Guardian journalist who lost 
her life to cancer in 2016 at the age of 
just 24. Louise’s parents, dairy farmers 

Sarah and John Hartley, of Clitheroe, 
Lancashire said in a statement: 
“Louise was passionate about farming 
and the fund was set up in her 
memory to help young people pursue 
their ambitions and dreams in the 
farming world. The £50,000 donation 
will enable the fund to award a 
significant number of bursaries and 
help many young people to progress 
in their farming careers.” 
The project saw JCB’s young 
employees work across factories 
and departments over six months 
to manufacture the axles, gearbox, 
engine, hydraulics and cab of the 
Loadall. They also chose the colour 
scheme before it was assembled at 
the Rocester plant.

• See CEO’s comment, page 2 

ABOVE: Left to right, Danusia Osiowy, Farmers Guardian head of features, John and Sarah Hartley, representing the 
Louise Hartley Memorial Fund, Lord Bamford and R.A.B.I representatives Paul Burrows (CEO), Suzy Deeley (corporate 
development manager) and Joshua Hosier (trustee). In the background are JCB apprentices and employees. 

 £74,000 bid for unique loadall  
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Opportunity to change 
direction for the better 
“I visited Claire at her home. About 15 
months ago she left her partner due to 
domestic abuse and was homeless. We 
helped her put down a deposit on a house 
and a paid a month’s rent in advance so 
she could secure the tenancy. She settled 
in well and is very happy there. Her whole 
demeanour changed from the last time I 
saw her, when she had been stressed. Her 
children had settled in at the new house too.  
“Claire has secured a job and works three or 
four days per week. She does two long days 
and with the help of child-minders is able to 
manage. 
“Given the changes in Claire and her lifestyle 
we have helped make a huge change for 
the better. A small grant enabled her to 
secure the tenancy of the house and gave 
her the chance to change her life.” 

 
  Mel Jones  
 R.A.B.I welfare officer, Wales 

‘You made my life easier 
on so many levels’ 
In February, R.A.B.I received this touching 
letter from someone we supported   
 
“These are just a few lines to let you know 
how very thankful I am for what you have 
done for me. You helped me when no one 
else would and it has made my life easier on 
so many levels.  
“I can go to bed, I can have a shower, these 
are things other people take for granted, as 
I always did, but you have got to be in this 
position to realise.  
“I can never thank you and everyone at 
R.A.B.I enough.”

Get the picture? We’re 
now on Instagram too 

Thanks to everyone who follows us on social 
media, we recently went through the 7,000 
followers marker on Twitter and 3,000 ‘likes’ 
on Facebook.  
Now, you can also stay up to date with 
what’s going on via Instagram too.  
If Instagram’s your thing, you can find us at 
www.instagram.com/rabicharity
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Regional Welfare Officers  
Find out what we can do for you today by calling 0808 281 9490

TOM ARMSTRONG 
NORTH
Northumberland, Durham, Scotland 
 
  
JOHN BASNETT
NORTH EAST  
North, South & West Yorkshire, Derbyshire
 
 
JACKIE CLEGG 
NORTH WEST 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, Merseyside
 
 
LOUISE WILKINSON 
LINCOLNSHIRE + 
Lincolnshire, East Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire
 
 
CAROLINE HARRISON
HEART OF ENGLAND  
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Rutland, Warwickshire 
 
 
MEL JONES
NORTH WALES & SHROPSHIRE
Anglesey, Conwy, Caernarfon, Denbighshire, Flintshire, 
Merionethshire, Shropshire, Montgomeryshire
 
 
ELONWY WILLIAMS     
SOUTH WEST WALES 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire 
 
 
 
CLAIRE CRICHARD 
SOUTH EAST WALES & BORDERS
Brecon & Radnor, Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, 
Worcestershire, Gloucestershire (north), Herefordshire

CATHY DENSLOW 
SOUTH 
Somerset (south), Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
 
 
LINDSEY CHURCHILL 
SOUTH CENTRAL  
Oxfordshire, Wiltshire, Somerset (north), Gloucestershire  
(south)
 
 
SALLY HUBBARD 
EAST  
Suffolk, Norfolk
 
 
CHRIS HARVEY  
EAST CENTRAL  
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire  
 
 
PAT DOBSON
SOUTH EAST  
Berkshire, Sussex, Kent, Essex, London
 
 
CHLOE RIGLER
SOUTH WEST  
Cornwall, Devon  

All enquiries to our welfare department will be handled in confidence 

As dawn breaks on a wintry, frosty 
morning I’m still rather struggling to 
find the right words to say just how 
grateful and appreciative I am to 
R.A.B.I for the hugely generous 
grant decision made yesterday 
and the equally thoughtful gift 
of the Christmas hamper. Words 
failed me last night because I was 
overwhelmed by the difference 
it will make – that you felt I was 
eligible for the support, but also 
because part of me was very 
embarrassed that it had got to this. 
“I seem to have had to spend 
so much time in recent years 
writing words to defend myself, 
or to explain things to people or 
institutions. It has made a difficult 
time even more difficult. Words often 
failed me because they seemed to 
fall on deaf ears and so much time 
has been lost in nothing but a battle. 
Virtually everything that was precious 

to me in the past has been lost. It’s felt 
like a vicious downward spiral to little 
more than a full stop; of either feeling 
overwhelmed or numb and often 

physically and mentally unwell.  
“I am a very independent person 
who never ever feels lonely. But, the 
truth is, it has largely been a time of 
huge disappointment and heartache 

and burden and I have never felt as 
alone or as helpless. The last two years 
I have increasingly tried to fight back, 
to stand up again, but it seemed at 
every turn I was thwarted.  
“But in many ways, I feel it has all 
been sent to teach me to be a better 
and stronger person. To find out what 
is important in life and the way to live 
it, and also to understand people. 
“I’m a very shy and private person in 
many ways, but I have tried over the 
years to be as thoughtful and sociable 
towards others as possible. I found it 
hard when so much seemed to be 
against me. So, it is in such a context 
that your generosity means the world 
to me; both in the sense that you are 
standing by me, offering a lifeline, and 
in recognition that it has been tough. 
“The grant is an absolute Godsend 
right now and I simply cannot express 
how grateful I am that you have sent 
it to me. Thank you beyond words.

‘The grant is an absolute Godsend, 
I cannot express how grateful I am’ 

Virtually everything 
that was precious to 
me in the past has 
been lost. It’s felt like 
a vicious downward 
spiral to little more 
than a full stop.” 

“ 

“

”
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2017 sees record rise 
in benefit enquiries 

From January 1, 2018 
R.A.B.I increased its level 
of regular grants to those 
receiving long-term 
support.  
The charity has also taken 
on an additional regional 

officer, taking the number 
of welfare officers covering 
the length and breadth of 
England and Wales to 14.
To contact our welfare 
team in the strictest 
confidence please call our 

Freephone Helpline 0808 
281 9490. 
Note: All 2017 figures 
quoted above are 
unaudited and, where 
appropriate, have been 
rounded up.

Committed to giving long-term assistance

Messages 
of thanks 
“I am writing to thank 
you and your wonderful 
organisation for your 
understanding and help 
in our very worrying 
situation.   
“Thank you so much for 
your extremely generous 
and most unexpected 
cheque which I will use 
for Steve’s ongoing 
needs. Unfortunately, he 
has lost the use of his left 
side, but he can speak 
and was so moved 
to know that his life, 
devoted to working on 
the land, is appreciated. 
“The welfare officer 
was so helpful, kind, 
understanding and 
practical, an absolute 
star.” 

“A very big thank you for 
my amazing scooter, it 
has changed my life.” 
 
 
“At a point in our 
lives where we felt 
so hopeless and 
alone, we have been 
overwhelmed with 
gratitude for the 
amazing support that 
we have received 
from R.A.B.I. The 
welfare officer was a 
true gentleman and 
demonstrated a real 
understanding of our 
situation, showing an 
uncommon level of 
respect at a time when 
we felt most vulnerable.” 
 
 
“I really cannot thank 
you enough for what 
you have done for me 
and my family. There are 
just no words to convey 
how very grateful we 
are.  When my husband 
told me, I was crying and 
he was too. It’s the first 
time I have ever seen 
my husband cry. I didn’t 
think you would help 
us because no one has 
ever helped us before. 
“Thank you so much.” 
 
 
“R.A.B.I’s kindness was 
there at a time when we 
needed it most.”

In 2017, R.A.B.I helped 
people from the 
agricultural sector claim 
record levels of state 
benefits.  
The charity’s welfare team 
helped people claim 
£472,809 in state benefits 
last year, a 65 per cent 
increase on the previous 
year’s figure of £286,691. 
This rise comes in the face 
of widespread cutbacks to 
many benefits.   
Trish Pickford, R.A.B.I’s head 
of welfare (pictured), said: 

“A lot of time and effort 
is going into providing 
information for people who 
contact us, which does not 
necessarily show up in our 
grant-giving statistics.  
“This includes such things 
as signposting people 
to other charities, as 
well as giving advice on 
claiming benefits and 
Local Authority funding 
procedures. 
“The nature of our work 
today is more time 
consuming and more 

complex than in 
the past. People 
are falling through 
the net, being left 
with less money 
– or none at all – 
when benefits are 
stopped. 
“Many also face the 
spectre of eviction 
and homelessness, 
while debt 
continues to be a 
big problem too.” 
Last year, R.A.B.I 
paid out grants of 

£1.99m to 1,260 individuals 
/ families and this included 
grants of £297k to 
working people and their 
dependants.
    
The total sum paid out in 
2017 also included: 
• £58k towards home-help 
costs
• £241k towards care 
home top-up fees
• £197k clearing domestic 
bills 
• £146k on disability 
equipment and home 
adaptations    

Trish Pickford added: “Our 
welfare staff continue 
to take a variety of 
training courses, mainly 
in connection with 
Universal Credit – which 
is still being rolled out 
– and with mandatory 
reconsiderations and 
appeals on behalf of 
people turned down for 
Employment and Support 
Allowance and Personal 
Independence Payments.” 



 

   Supporting farming families is  
at the heart of what we do 

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, Shaw House, 27 West Way, Oxford OX2 0QH        
Website www.rabi.org.uk   Helpline 0808 281 9490   General enquiries 01865 724931   Email grants@rabi.org.uk

Facebook.com/rabicharity1    Twitter.com/rabicharity   
 

Figures (unaudited) rounded up where appropriate & cover the period January 1 to December 31, 2017                    Reg charity number 208858

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution 

£1.99m
How much we gave out  

in grants 

1,260
The number of individuals / families 

who received financial support  

It’s in everyone’s interest to ensure we have a thriving food industry  

£5
8,

62
0

 

Call our  Freephone  
Helpline 0808 281 9490

Our work in 2017

North Yorkshire  
£160k

Suffolk 
£124k

Norfolk 
£110k

Devon 
£108k

The four counties where we gave 
the most money 

Providing financial support for farming families is at the heart of what we do, but there’s a lot more 
to R.A.B.I’s work than simply sending out cheques in the post.  
Our welfare officers understand farming and its issues. They take the time to visit people, build 
relationships, talk through problems and find possible solutions.     

£472,809
The amount we helped people 

to claim in state benefits 

£241k
towards care 
home top-up 

fees

£197k
Clearing 

 domestic bills

£297k
Given in grants to  
working families
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New NFU president Minette 
Batters is calling on the 
British public to get behind 
Great British Beef Week, 
which returns for the eighth 
consecutive year from April 
23-30. 
Minette, who was recently 
elected as the NFU’s first 
female leader in 110 years, 
is a champion of British beef 
and a co-founder of Ladies 
in Beef, the driving force 
behind Great British Beef 
Week.  
Ladies in Beef is a group 
of more than 150 female 
beef farmers who care 
passionately about what 
they do. 
Minette, from Wiltshire, 
said: “We first established 
Ladies in Beef to tell the 
story of British Red Tractor 
assured beef. As a mother 
and a consumer myself, I 
really value British beef as 
part of a healthy, nutritious, 

balanced diet, and 
appreciate the vital role 
livestock production plays 
in the management of our 
beautiful countryside. It’s 
these messages that I want 
to communicate to others.” 
The advantages of eating 
beef as part of a healthy 
and balanced diet can be 
easily overlooked. 
This year’s Great British 
Beef Week campaign will 
focus on the benefits of 
eating thin cuts, which 
are readily available at 
most supermarkets and 
provide a quick and easy 
wholesome meal, ideal for 
midweek ease.  
Jilly Greed, also a  
co-founder of Ladies in 
Beef, said: “Thin 
cuts are a great 
way of shaking 
up midweek 
mealtimes. 
They’re robust 
in flavour and 
you can cook 
them in minutes. 
They’re lean and 
an underrated 
source of protein 
and iron, as well 
as eight essential 
vitamins and 
minerals. 
“As professional 
beef farmers, we 

know the work that goes 
into producing the very 
best British beef. But as 
shoppers and mums, we 
also know how challenging 
it can be to provide healthy 
and nutritious meals, seven 
days a week.” 
Great British Beef Week 
begins on St George’s Day, 
Monday April 23 and will 
run until Monday April 30. 
The campaign is all about 
celebrating the quality and 
versatility of a real British 
hero, that’s our beef sector, 
not Saint George! 
Devon-based Jilly added: 
“Just by buying British beef, 
you’ll be doing your bit for 
the farming industry. During 
campaign week, we’d love 

to see British beef on more 
menus and special boards 
and if you can’t dine out, 
why not put beef on the 
menu at home? In addition 
to thin cuts, why not try our 
speedy curry recipe?”

For more info and tasty 
recipes go to ladiesinbeef.
org.uk or twitter.com/
ladiesinbeef1 or facebook.
com/ladiesinbeef 
 
Also follow the campaign 
at rabi.org.uk or twitter.
com/rabicharity or 
facebook.com/rabicharity1

LADIES IN BEEF: Rosie Jacobs (Berkshire), Judith Jacobs (Cambridgeshire), Anna Blumfield (Essex), Pam Jacobs 
(Cambridgeshire), Suzy Deeley (R.A.B.I corporate development manager) and Suzanne Clark (Warwickshire).

DRIVING FORCES: Minette 
Batters and Jilly Greed. 

It’s all about  
the beef!



Visit the website: www.rabi.org.uk 13

Places available in care home 
rated ‘outstanding’ by CQC
Making the move into 
residential care is a big 
decision but it shouldn’t 
fill you with fear or a sense 
of dread. R.A.B.I owns 
and runs two residential 
care homes; Beaufort 
House in Burnham-on-Sea, 
Somerset and Manson 
House in Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk. 

Beaufort House   
You’ll find Beaufort House 
just a short walk from the 
seafront at Burnham-on-
Sea, in Somerset.  
The rooms are spacious 
and residents are 
encouraged to 
personalise them with 
their own belongings, 
including furniture. 

Beaufort House has 33 
en-suite rooms, 22 single 
rooms, six double rooms 
and five suites.  
There are also 12 luxury 
sheltered flats in the 
adjoining Beaufort Court, 
for people wishing to live 
more independently. 
The flats are linked to the 
emergency call system 
and tenants are welcome 
to join in with the activities 
in the main house 
whenever they wish.   
 
Address: Rectory Road, 
Burnham-on-Sea, 
Somerset TA8 2BY

CQC Rating: Outstanding.  
Read the report in full at 
http://rabi.org.uk/our-
care-homes/beaufort-
house/

Find out more: Contact 
Karolina Bialeck-Sokol, 
Head of Home, on 01278 
786320 or beaufort.
house@rabi.org.uk

Manson House 
Set in the historic town of 
Bury St Edmunds, Manson 
House dates back to the 
16th century and is a 
Grade II* listed building. 
Manson House comprises 
31 en-suite residential 
rooms and 23  
self-contained apartments 
for independent living. All 
of the rooms have been 
decorated and furnished 
to the highest possible 
standards.  
 
Address: 111 Northgate 
Street, Bury St Edmunds, 
Suffolk IP33 1HP

Overall CQC Rating: 
Good. Read the report in 
full at http://rabi.org.uk/
our-care-homes/manson-
house-2/

Find out more: Contact 
Carole Smith, Head of 
Home, on 01284 753106 
or manson.house@rabi.
org.uk

Beaufort  
House

Sue will be asset to council of trustees 
Agricultural lawyer Sue Lister has 
been co-opted on to R.A.B.I’s 
council of trustees. Sue (pictured) 
has worked for Kent-based law 
firm Thomson Snell & Passmore 
since 1999 and is Head of 
Agricultural and Rural Affairs. 
She has a wealth of experience 
in managing property portfolios, 
advising on agricultural tenancies 
and providing guidance on other 
agricultural property issues. She 
previously spent nine years at 
The Telegraph in two different 
roles, as an assistant syndication 
manager and events coordinator, 
and also worked as a commercial 
director for CCO Conferences Ltd 
– negotiating with some of the UK’s 
top organisations and charities 
and liaising with government 
departments and campaign 
groups.  
In the mid-1980s, she was editor of 
a property magazine. Her interests 
outside work include clay pigeon 
and game shooting, music and 
Spanish history.     
Sue said: “I am delighted to join 

R.A.B.I as a trustee and further 
help the charity to support farmers 
in England and Wales who are 
struggling, particularly with the 
prospect of wide-ranging changes 
to farming businesses in the future.  
“Having been involved with R.A.B.I 
for a number of years, both as part 
of my practice as an agricultural 
lawyer and also in my personal life, 
I am really excited to be able to 
assist first-hand with the vital work 
they do.”

‘Our volunteers never 
cease to inspire me’
“Having already met this year with all 
our county committees in Wales, it is truly 
heart-warming to say how much our 
volunteers inspire me.   
“Their enthusiasm and dedication at the 
beginning of a new year is tremendous as 
they set about a varied 2018 calendar of 
fundraising events.  
“We are incredibly fortunate to have 
the support and commitment of such 
a special bunch of people. Most of our 
county committee volunteers have 
farming connections, but some don’t. 
Some just appreciate the opportunity to 
meet with others socially and to feel part 
of a family.   
“One of our newest volunteers recently 
told me ‘what a wonderful gang R.A.B.I is, 
mum knew what she was doing when she 
dragged us along. The friendship alone is 
invaluable’. We are a friendly lot and our 

mission is to try and make sure 
that we help as many people as 
we can.” 
 
Linda Jones, regional manager, 
Wales 
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R.A.B.I has county committees across England and Wales, who work at a local 
level to raise awareness of the charity as well as funds. Committees are the 
lifeblood of R.A.B.I and we very much value the time and effort that people put 
into supporting us.   

Regional News  

A million steps to Hadrian’s Wall

Duncan Burton, from 
Exton, won the ‘R.A.B.I 
best single lamb of any 
weight or breed’ class 
at the Melton Mowbray 
Fatstock Show. The 
prize-winning lamb 
was bought by Matt 
Prince from Chesterfield 
and £472 was raised 
for R.A.B.I on the day. 
Pictured left to right 
are: Matt Prince, Mary 
Martin (R.A.B.I regional 
manager), Duncan 
Burton, and Tejpal 
Bains (mayor of Melton 
Mowbray).  

In a class of their own at the Fatstock Show 

A desire to break 
the habit of sitting 
down inspired NFU 
communications 
adviser Rachael 
Gillbanks to take a 
few steps for charity 
– one million to be 
exact. Rachael 
said: “Although I 
walk many miles 
at the weekend 
with Molly, my dog, 
I spend much of 
my working week 
at my desk and it 
can be hard to get 
in much exercise. 
“Initially, I joined 
the City Moves 
walking challenge 
to try and break 
the habit of sitting 
down too much.”
Rachael devised a 
plan to walk for 40 
minutes three times 
a day plus six hours 

at the weekend.
“After week one 
I’d done more than 
100,000 steps,” she 
said. 
“Then the farmer 
over the road, 
who’d seen me 
going out with 
my torch into the 
pitch blackness, 
challenged me 
to turn my efforts 
to better use. I 
thought ‘what if I 
could walk a million 
steps?’”
Family and friends 
joined Rachael 
for her final mile to 
Hadrian’s Wall in 
December.  
In total, she walked 
1,007,395 steps 
(around 420 miles) 
over 60 days to 
raise £1,222 for 
R.A.B.I and  FCN. 

Left to right, 
Simon Lloyd 
(FCN), Cath 
Reed (NFU 
Hexham Group 
Secretary), 
Rachael and 
Molly, Dennis 
Gibb (regional 
dairy board 
member) and 
Fred Ryle 
(Northumberland 
council). 

Annabel James 
(pictured) will be 
running the London 
Marathon on behalf 
of R.A.B.I on April 
22. She said: “I 
have close links 
with the agricultural 
industry, both 
personally and 
professionally, and 
I know that the 
support the charity 
offers to farmers 
in times of need is 
invaluable.”
You can follow 
Annabel’s training 
progress on Twitter 
@belliejames and 
donate through 
JustGiving 

Ready for the marathon 

Darlington NFU branch donates £1,000
The Darlington 
branch of the 
NFU donated 
£1,000 to members 
of the Durham 
committee. Pictured 
are committee 
members with 
chairman Tom 
Sedgwick, 
accepting the 
cheque from Olivia 
Richardson, NFU 
branch chair.
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Select panel at 
the Winter Fair 
• The Royal Welsh 
Agricultural Society 
(RWAS) Winter Fair saw 
£750 worth of Christmas 
cards and calendars 
sold on the R.A.B.I stand. 
On the Monday evening 
of the fair, the Brecon & 
Radnor committee held 
a guest panel event, 
chaired by Malcolm 
Thomas. Panellists were: 
John Mercer (director of 
NFU Cymru), Kate Beavan 
(Kate’s Country School 
& BBC Lambing Live), 
Teleri Fielden (Llyndy 
Isaf scholar) and Brian 
Walters (former FUW vice-
president).

• For many years 
Stanfords, based at 
Colchester Livestock 
Market, has supported 
the work of R.A.B.I. At this 
year’s Prime Stock dinner, 
R.A.B.I regional manager 
Lucy Bellefontaine was 
invited say a few words 
to around 180 guests from 
Essex and surrounding 
areas. Diners enjoyed a 
marvellous British beef 
meal and the Colchester 
market team sold raffle 
tickets to raise money for 
R.A.B.I, a local hospice 
and Clic Sargent. R.A.B.I 
received a donation of 
£700. 

NFU Mutual in Ipswich organised 
a charity event for R.A.B.I 
which raised the fantastic sum 
of £3,675. Around 160 of the 
branch’s clients attended for 
a fun night of laughter and 
prizes, with guests able to bid 
on an exciting range of auction 
lots that included a smart TV, 
clay shoot tickets and crates of 
Champagne.  
Pictured left to right are: Rachel 
Carrington (Suffolk NFU), 
Paul Plumridge (NFU Mutual 
senior agent), Ben Williams 
(NFU Mutual agent), Lucy 
Bellefontaine (R.A.B.I regional 
manager), Glen White (NFU 
Mutual agent) and Ian Bryce 
(Suffolk committee treasurer).

Laughter and Champagne by the crate

Firmly established on the county calendar 

Top effort from NFU Mutual’s Ipswich team 

The Monmouthshire 
committee’s annual quiz 
night at Monmouthshire 
Livestock Centre is firmly 
established on the county’s 
events calendar. Over 
150 people attended the 
evening, with quizmaster 
Sarah Byford MBE, from Usk, 
asking some challenging 

questions in good humour. 
Several local businesses 
donated food and drink 
including Brooke’s Dairy 
(ice cream), Rhymney 
Brewery (beer), Alan 
Williams of Abergavenny 
(Bulmers cider) and Bailey’s 
Garage of Abergavenny 
(other drinks). Committee 

members made a 
tremendous effort by 
supplying a huge choice of 
desserts for guests to enjoy 
– following sausage and 
chips, provided by Maria 
Bayliss and her team at the 
mart café.  
The sum of £1,642.30 was 
raised. 

Game winners
The Warwickshire 
committee raised £700 
with a skittles evening 
at the Barnacle Village 
Hall, near Coventry. 
Seven teams (each 
with 10 players) entered 
and the Burton Bashers 
(pictured) won the 
top prize, a brace of 
pheasants.

Celebrating the achievements of women 
Amanda Wallbank and Caroline 
Raine of Appleby NFU organised 
an event to celebrate the 
achievements of women in 
farming. Held at the Stoneybeck 
Inn, Penrith, there were speeches 
from Dorthe Pratt of the Sedbergh 
Soap Company; NFU president 
Minette Batters and Hannah 
Jackson, also known as the Red 
Shepherdess. The raffle was held 
in aid of R.A.B.I and raised £500. 
Pictured left to right are: Caroline, 
Dorthe, Hannah, Minette and 
Amanda. 
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Bright future ahead for Cumbrian centre
Couple step down
• Derek and Catherine 
Lomax have stepped down 
from the Cumbria committee. 
Derek spent many years as 
chairman whilst Catherine was 
secretary. They have been 
responsible for raising many tens 
of thousands of pounds over 
the years and spearheaded 
successful Christmas carol 
services, farmhouse breakfasts 
and dinner dances. Derek and 
Catherine can look forward to a 
deserved break after decades 
of dedication to the cause.

• The 13th Burns Night Spring 
Ball took place at the Langstone 
Cliff Hotel in Dawlish Warren, 
Devon and raised more than 
£1,800 for selected charities, 
including R.A.B.I. Over the 
years, the ball has generated 
more than £23,000. Music was 
provided by ceilidh band 
Spinach with Norman. 

200th anniversary of 
North West Auctions

AGM held at Eaton Hall 
Regional 
manager 
Georgina 
Lamb, left, 
accepted 
a donation 
of £400 from 
outgoing 
Royal 
Cheshire 
Show 
president Rt 
Rev Libby 
Lane, Bishop 
of Stockport, 
at their AGM 
at the Eaton 
Hall Estate.

KENDAL GUESTS: Left to right, Sheila and Chris Briggs, Christine 
and John Benson, Sarah and Stephen Hodgson and Janice and David 
Arnold.

Dressed to impress at the Ball 

The 200th anniversary of North West Auctions was held at their  
newly-built conference centre at Junction 36 near Kendal. A sell-out 
evening attracted 500 guests and raised more than £17,000 for R.A.B.I 
and the North West Air Ambulance.  
A fabulous three course meal was followed by both an auction and a 
silent auction, with music provided by the Soul Survivors. 

Bill Westnedge, 
chairman of 
the Surrey 
committee 
from 2003 
to 2013, was 
given an oak 
plaque to put 
up in his barn 
in recognition 
of his service to 
the charity.

Plaque for Bill’s barn 

Members of the Warwickshire committee supported the annual Warwickshire 
Farmers Ball. Organisers of the ball chose to support R.A.B.I with their grand 
raffle of 70 prizes. Pictured left to right are: Becky Davies, Helen Moore, Roger 
Campion, Sharon Barnes and Karen Ellis.  
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Magical Lamport Hall 
is perfect snowy setting 

Northampton knows how to throw a party
Quizzy Biscuits 
never crumble
• Nick and Claire Bragg 
of Frogmary Green Farm, 
Somerset, organised a quiz 
night which was won by Quizzy 
Biscuits and Fluff Heads. Prizes 
were donated by Ilminster NFU. 

• ‘Dotty’s quiz’ at Glooston 
Village Hall in Leicestershire was 
held in memory of the mother 
of quizmaster Alistair Chapman. 
This year’s event raised over 
£1,000. 

• The Chipstable Hunt Club 
in Somerset donated £350 
following their October fun ride.  

• The NFU in Pembrokeshire 
celebrated its centenary with 
a gala dinner raising funds for 
R.A.B.I and the Pembrokeshire 
YFC Federation. Guest speakers 
on the night were Lord Plumb 
and Aled Jones (formerly of 
the Royal Welsh Agricultural 
Society).

• A Plough Sunday event 
at Reaseheath College in 
Nantwich has gone from 
strength to strength over the 
years. Reverend Anne Lawson 
spoke to the congregation and 
it was wonderful to see so many 
students in attendance. The 
college kindly provided a soup 
lunch and committee members 
from both R.A.B.I and the church 
made cakes. Many thanks to 
college principal Meredydd 
David for his ongoing support 
and good luck in retirement. The 
service raised £350 for R.A.B.I.

• The first Shepherd service 
was held at Chichester 
Cathedral in West Sussex on 
February 4 and more than 150 
people attended. The service 
was conducted by The Very 
Reverend Stephen Waine, Dean 
at Chichester Cathedral and 
Reverend Canon Tim Schofield. 
Lessons were read by Caroline 
Harriott West Sussex NFU county 
chairman and Reverend 
Chris Hodgkins, rural business 
chaplain for the Diocese of 
Chichester and Canterbury. 

• A pancake day raffle 
at Rumenco’s production 
plant raised £120, which the 
company donated to R.A.B.I. 

Regional 
manager 
Kate Jones 
was invited to 
speak at the 
Worcestershire 
Farm Women’s 
Club AGM 
at the Holt 
Fleet Hotel in 
Ombersley.  
She was 
presented 
with a cheque 
for £2,000 by 
Jane Stanley, 
on behalf 
of the club. 

Kate said: “I 
thoroughly 
enjoyed 
meeting this 
group of 
approximately 
40 ladies, 
who were so 
interested 
in our work. 
They were 
delighted 
to see the 
variation 
of our work 
via the case 
studies on our 
DVD.”

Kate meets with Worcestershire Women’s Club

Now that’s what you call a chair-man!

Derbyshire committee chair Bill Dilks isn’t one to rest on his laurels – he’s taken 
to letting people use his collection of matching chairs for local weddings and 
parties, in return for donations to R.A.B.I! Pictured on the chairs at a Derbyshire 
committee meeting are: Alastair Sneddon, Sarah Booth, Sue Hall, Kevin White, 
David Boddy and Bill and Jean Dilks. 

A drinks party at Lamport Hall was organised by the Northamptonshire 
committee (pictured) and raised the incredible sum of £7,000+.  County 
chairman David Hutchinson worked tirelessly to make the night a success 
and more than 120 guests attended. Committee member James Sealey took 
charge of the auction. Lamport Hall is stunning and with snow on the ground – 
and Saxby’s mulled cider to hand – the atmosphere was magical. 
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Buckets on hand at Harrogate open day 

Bedale & District 
domino players raise 
money for charity 
throughout their 
season and this 
year they chose to 
support R.A.B.I.  
Jan Keyte presented 
David Anderson, 
chair of the North 
Yorkshire committee, 
with a cheque for 
£700.  

David also gratefully 
accepted a 
cheque for £1,500 
from Winksley 
and Grantley YFC 
(pictured left).  
The money was 
raised at an auction 
of promises at 
the club’s 75th 
anniversary dinner 
and dance in 
Harrogate.  

Big shoes to fill in Northumberland 
Shed in the wood 
• Each year, John and Amanda 
Nicholson from Buckingham 
invite friends to join them for 
Sunday lunchtime drinks on a 
number of dates at their ‘shed 
in the wood’. In reality, it’s a 
little bit more than a shed – a 
two storey building with a small 
veranda and a cosy room 
furnished with desk, chairs and, 
of course, a drinks cabinet! 
Donations are collected for 
various charities and the couple 
has generously sent R.A.B.I a 
cheque for £600. 

• A charity concert by the 
Maidstone Symphony Orchestra 
was held in honour of the High 
Sheriff of Kent, George Jessel.  
Around 400 people attended 
and R.A.B.I received £817.50 as 
George’s nominated charity. 

Anniversary marked with auction of promises 

Representatives from Ripon Farm Services handed over a cheque for £1,483.16 
at the North Yorkshire committee meeting in January. The money came from a 
Farmer Christmas event and bucket collections at Ripon Farm Services open days 
in Harrogate.  Phil Gregg, pictured far left, is a member of the committee and also 
works for Ripon Farm Services. 

Thanks Warwick, for everything

The Northumberland committee held 
a social evening to say goodbye 
to Warwick Milne, who has stepped 
down from the committee after more 
than 20 years. Warwick held the 
positions of secretary and treasurer 

and was presented with a Trustees 
Award in 2009 in recognition of his 
fundraising work. Stoker Frater also 
stepped down as chairman but is 
continuing on the committee. Both 
men will be much missed in their 

roles. Warwick is pictured third from 
left, next to wife Suzette, right, with 
fellow Northumberland committee 
members. R.A.B.I trustee Jo Turnbull is 
front left, in front of welfare officer Tom 
Armstrong. 
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• More than 160 people attended 
a quiz night at Bishops Waltham 
Jubilee Hall in Hampshire. A raffle 
with 35 prizes brought in £450 and 
quizzers kept their brains well fuelled 
with ploughman’s platters and Jude’s 
ice creams. Overall, more than 
£1,500 was raised. 

• Llanelltyd Village Hall near 
Dolgellau was the venue for a fun 
night of pig racing on February 
9, which raised £267.50. The 
Merionethshire committee hosted 
the battery-operated pig racing 
event.

• The Shropshire Grand Draw event 
was cancelled on December 8 due 
to snow. However, the draw itself 
was made and generated more 
than £1,500. Thanks to everyone 
who donated prizes, there were 14 
in total.

• Goole YFC presented regional 
manager Sally Conner with a 
cheque for £200. The money came 
from a raffle at their annual dinner 
and dance. 

• The Montgomeryshire committee 
hosted a whist drive at Caersws 
Village Hall in the New Year and 13 
tables of players took part, raising 
£130.

• The Herefordshire branch of 
IAgSA sold cupcakes at a rural 
business day and generated £60 for 
R.A.B.I in the process. The Institute 
of Agricultural Secretaries and 
Administrators (IAgSA) celebrated its 
50th anniversary in 2017. 

Brains fuelled by ice 
cream and platters

Post-Brexit discussion at  
University of Reading 
The annual agricultural 
conference hosted 
by students at the 
University of Reading 
is now in its 52nd year 
and R.A.B.I was once 
again the chosen 
charity. This year’s 
theme was ‘What 
should farmers be 
doing post Brexit?’ and 
delegates enjoyed 
thought-provoking 
and often entertaining 
presentations from Nick 
von Westenholz (NFU), 
Ben Briggs (Farmers 
Guardian) and David 
Christensen (dairy 
farmer and chairman 
of Arla’s UK Brexit 
Farmer Task Force).  
The sum of £205 was 
donated on the night, 

mainly through a 
collection.  
Income from this 
event over the last 
three years has 
exceeded £1,000. 
Stephen Noble, R.A.B.I 
head of fundraising 
& development, said: 
“We are very grateful 
to the university’s 
agricultural club for 
their long-term support 
and in particular Alice 
Watkins and Ross 

McGowan.  
“Our association 
with their annual 
conference generates 
welcome income but 
just as importantly, 
keeps the spotlight on 
our work and raises 
our profile with the 
farming industry’s 
next generation of 
influencers.” 
Pictured are students 
and guests at the 
conference. 

Welfare officer gives talk Draw organised by JJ Services

The NFU in Mid-
Gwynedd donated 
£1,000 at their 
recent AGM. Mel 
Jones, R.A.B.I’s 
regional welfare 
officer for North 
Wales, was invited 
to the meeting to 
talk to members, 
staff, and trustees 
about his work.  
Hedd Rhys, group 
secretary for the 
NFU, presented 
Mel with the 
cheque.

Staff at JJ Farm Services Ltd raised £1,058 for R.A.B.I 
through their raffle. Pictured is Hannah Jenkins from the 
Cheltenham-based firm. 

Dedicated effort from Chilton clan
Pictured are 
members of the 
Chilton family, left to 
right, Chloe, Richard, 
baby Amelia, Sue 
John and Penny. 
Every year they 
organise an ‘event 
with the Chiltons’ and 
this year’s fundraiser 
at Terrington Village 
Hall in North Yorkshire, 
with the band Rusty 
Shackle, raised 
£1,127. 

Yorkshire family’s annual fundraiser



20

Reporter seeks interviews with land girls 

Rotary dinner talk 
at Sweeney Hall 
Regional manager Kate Jones was 
invited to Sweeney Hall near Oswestry 
to speak at a Borderland Rotary dinner. 
Pictured left to right are: Sherie Soper 
(club president), Roy Kempster (club 
member) and Kate Jones. 

AHDA presents cheque 
for £2,313 to Veronica 
Bryan Lovegrove 
of the Animal 
Health Distributors 
Association 
(AHDA) presented 
a cheque 
for £2,285 to 
Leicestershire 
committee 
chairman 
Veronica Sutton 
in February. 
Also pictured is 
regional manager 
Mary Martin, left.

School holds harvest festival
Cumbria chair 
Laura Wilson 
accepted a 
donation of £350 
from Hunter Hall 
School. The money 
came from the 
school’s annual 
harvest festival 
service. Pictured 
are: Laura, 
Matthew Wilson 
(Laura’s grandson) 
and headmistress 
Mrs Winsome.

Thoughts go out 
to the families 
• Longstanding Shropshire 
supporter Richard Bradshaw has 
sadly passed away. Richard, from 
Whitchurch, will be much missed by 
his many friends on the Shropshire 
committee. Regional manager Kate 
Jones said: “Richard supported us 
for a number of years and always 
bought cards and calendars 
without fail. He happily hosted 
events for us too and supported 
fundraisers across the county. Our 
thoughts are with Beryl, Margaret, 
Tom and the rest of the family at this 
difficult time.”

• Mervyn Smith, a stalwart of 
the Ceredigion committee and a 
trustees’ award winner in 2010, has 
sadly passed away. Mervyn was 
a committed and hardworking 
member of the committee.  
Linda Jones, regional manager, 
said: “Mervyn’s contribution to the 
work of the committee for over 20 
years was exemplary and, amongst 
many good deeds, he and Fernleigh 
opened up their farm to hold a 
vintage day for R.A.B.I.  
“Our thoughts go out to Fernleigh 
and the family.” 

• Farmers Guardian reporter Emily 
Ashworth is writing a book on the 
women’s Land Army and would 
love to speak to former land girls.  
Emily is happy to do interviews over 
the phone.  
She said: “I want this book to be 
read by my generation and those to 
come, so these incredible ladies will 
never be forgotten.” 
Any former land girls willing to help 
Emily with her book can contact her 
on 07985 222423 or via the Twitter 
handle @emily_llou 

• Roger Morgan and his team 
from FGS Insurance (based in 
Brockenhurst in the New Forest) 
arranged a shooting-themed 
event on the Isle of Wight with 
guest speakers. R.A.B.I volunteers 
provided the lunch and regional 
manager Sally Field spoke about 
the charity’s work. An interesting 
day resulted in R.A.B.I receiving 
£115.    

• The South Midlands group of 
the Agricultural Law Association 
(ALA) held a race night at Jury’s 
Inn, Oxford last November which 
was supported by Knights 1759. The 
evening raised £434. 

Jumping for joy

A soft play fundraiser at Aislin’s 
Funhouse in Shrewsbury raised 
£109. Staff members made 
visitors welcome and snacks 
were provided by the Co-op.    
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Betty sponsors race at wintry Plumpton 

 

Hunt collection
• The Tedworth Hunt held 
a collection which totalled 
£1,500.01. The hunt met 
recently at Pewsey 
Hill Farm and regional 
manager Jenni Green 
was guest speaker at the 
meet. Last year, the hunt 
donated £1,000 towards 
R.A.B.I’s work. 

• People packed into 
Rainford Village Hall to see 
the Houghton Weavers in 
concert. Tickets sold out 
three months before the 
January performance 
date and the night 
generated £1,500 for 
R.A.B.I and the Rainford 
Band. 

• R.A.B.I received a 
cheque for £1,077 from 
the sale of David Brown 
memorabilia (via an 
auction and a raffle) at 
the David Brown Tractor 
Club dinner at the 
Meltham Golf Club in 
Huddersfield. 

• The third annual 
Plough Sunday service 
at Thaxted Church saw 
Morris Men dance in the 
church courtyard as a 
tractor and plough was 
blessed outside. The 
congregation was invited 
back inside the church 
for a ploughman’s lunch 
and the collection taken 
during the service will be 
split between R.A.B.I and 
FCN.

• Bryan Bristol has stood 
down as Lancashire 
committee treasurer after 
22 years in post. Bryan will 
still be active, however, 
and has accepted the 
position of Lancashire 
county president. Thanks 
Bryan, for all your hard 
work and dedication over 
the years!

• Dermot Burke was 
guest speaker at the 
Hertfordshire committee’s 
charity dinner at Tewin 
Bury Farm Hotel. Dermot 
gave a presentation on 
Hatfield House and its 
history. The evening raised 
around £2,000.

Lambs under hammer
A percentage of 
proceeds from 
lamb sales (Royal 
Smithfield Single 
Butchers Lamb 
Class) at the 
English Winter Fair 
were donated to 
R.A.B.I.  
Exhibitors were 
able to enter 
one lamb from a 
pair from either 
the trimmed 

or untrimmed 
classes. The 
auction of lambs 
at the Staffordshire 
show generated 
£360.50 for R.A.B.I. 
William Bedell, 
chair of the Royal 
Smithfield Club, 
left, is pictured 
with R.A.B.I trustee 
John Stanley, 
second from right, 
and competitors. 

Despite freezing conditions, 
the Plumpton race day in 
February went ahead and 
some 245 guests sat down 
to a two-course meal. Betty 
Chantler sponsored the 
fourth race on the card in 
aid of R.A.B.I and in memory 
of her late sister Joan 
Collison and £4,580 was 
generated, mainly from an 
auction and a prize draw. 
Thanks to Betty for her 
second year of race 
sponsorship, James Hickman 
from Hobbs Parker for acting 
as auctioneer, everyone 
who donated lots and 
Allison, Dan and the team 
from Plumpton. The following 
day, the racecourse was 
submerged under a thick 
blanket of snow. 

It’s market day on campus 

Racing to beat the weather

The Sutton 
Bonnington 
Farmers Market 
Committee, from 
Nottingham Trent 
University, holds 
a monthly market 
on campus, 
selling fresh 
local produce. 
Proceeds from 
their February 
market day 
were donated to 
R.A.B.I, a total of 
£400.  
Mary Martin, 
regional 
manager 
(front centre) 
is pictured with 
committee 
members. 

Pea and pie 
suppertime
The Derbyshire 
committee 
held a social 
evening which 
comprised a 
pea and pie 
supper and 
a quiz. It was 
organised 
and hosted 
by Tony and 
Sue Laven 
and £114 
was raised. 
Throughout 
the past year, 
the Derbyshire 
committee 
has raised 
over £15,000 
by organising 
various 
fundraisers. 

MARKING YOUR CARD: Left to right, Sally Field, Betty 
Chantler and Michelle Nudds from the British Association 
of Shooting and Conservation (BASC).
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Kent couple sell cards throughout the county
• John and Cathy Lewis 
sold more than £1,000 
worth of cards at various 
Kent events, including a 
carol evening at Ashford 
Market. More than 300 
people attended this 
event which brought in 
a further £350 via a raffle 
and cake sale. 

• A Christmas hamper 

raffle and a festive 
bingo night – arranged 
by the Carmarthenshire 
committee – brought 
in over £2,000. With the 
support of Bob Jones 
Prytherch & Co Marts 
Limited (BJP), committee 
members attended three 
Christmas marts to sell 
raffle tickets for daily 
hamper prizes.  

• More than £400 was 
raised at a carol service at 
Ruthin Farmers Market.

• A Christmas concert at 
Talgarth Town Hall raised 
more than £600. 

• Rebecca Jones 
organised a Christmas 
Fair at The Feathers Hotel 
in Ledbury. The event 
attracted 40 stallholders, 
selling everything from 
pork pies to clothes. 
Regional manager Kate 
Jones and welfare officer 
Claire Crichard attended 
and the sum of £300 was 
raised.  

• The tearoom at 
Lavender Farm, on the 
Isle of Wight, was the 

venue for an annual carol 
evening. This event 
has been running for 15 
years.  

• A carol evening in 
Petworth raised over £400.

• Stratford Livestock 
Market hosted a Fatstock 
show / dinner with Alistair 
Brown overseeing an 
auction which generated 
£400. 

• A toy fair at Farol’s 
Milton Common depot 
brought in £186. 

• A bingo evening at 
Haverfordwest Cricket 
Club raised £550. 

Wishes come true thanks to fairy Phil 

• Donkeys and 
sheep filled the 
main ring at Hopes 
Auction Mart in 
Wigton for Christmas 
events over two 
nights, which raised 
more than £4,000. 
St Stephen’s Brass 
Band and the 
Allerdale Fiddlers 
provided musical 
accompaniment.   

• Three festive quiz 
nights in the North 
West raised around 
£3,000 in total, 
with quizmaster 
extraordinaire Phil 

Smallwood and 
wife Dorothy 
integral to 
the success. 
Phil (pictured 
left) wore his 
Christmas 
fairy costume 
for the quiz 
in Nantwich 
and dressed 
as a Christmas 
pudding at 
the other two 
events!

• Around 
100 people 
crammed into 

a festively decorated 
Hailsham Market 
cattle ring for a 
concert. The evening 
raised £524 for R.A.B.I 
and FCN. 

• Mother and son 
Laura and Alfie 
Weston starred as 
Mary and Jesus 
in a nativity play 
at the Thame 
Farmers Auction 
Mart, performed by 
Bicester Juniors YFC. 
Reverend Jenny 
Edmans led the 
service with Simon 
Draper taking charge 

of a fundraising 
auction. The event 
raised more than 
£2,000. 

• Fifty people 
attended a 
carol evening at 
Sparsholt College 
in Hampshire. The 
Stockbridge Young 
Farmers were brilliant 
and produced 
(without much 
rehearsing) their 
hilarious version of 
the Christmas story.

• A Christmas Carol 
concert at Welshpool 
Livestock Market 
was opened by the 
Reverend Jon Price 
and compere David 
Oliver kept things 

flowing throughout 
the night. The 
evening generated 
over £1,200.  

• Iain Soutar, 
director of Southern 
Counties Auctioneers, 
performed a fantastic 
rendition of ‘Turkey’s 
Christmas Tale’ at 
a carol concert at 
the Netherhampton 
Salesrooms. Salisbury 
YFC members starred 
in a nativity play, with 
auctioneer Charlie 
Coleman playing 
the part of Joseph. 
Donations and the 
sale of Christmas 
cards generated 
more than £380.  

• The Shepherd 

Group Youth Brass 
Band performed 
at the York Mart 
carol service, which 
attracted more than 
100 people. A pea 
and pie supper was 
served after the 
service and the night 
made £500. 

• A carol concert at 
the Kendal Auction 
Mart brought in 250 
people and raised 
£1,600. 

• More than £300 
was raised at the 
concert at Swinton 
Castle in Masham, 
North Yorkshire. 

LEFT: The festive scene at 
Ashford Market. 

BELOW: The nativity 
at Thame Market. 

Festive flashback: a time for giving
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Coping with everything alone 
isn’t part of the 
job spec!

 ADVERSITY TRUST+
At R.A.B.I we meet heroes 
every day. They’re not 
created by the adversities that 
beset them, such as illness, 
injury, animal disease or 
extreme weather. Rather, 
they’re created by the 
way they respond to such 
challenges.  

It’s easy to think you’ve got 
to keep your head down 
and work your way through 
problems until you get to 
the other side. However, 
sometimes you need 
someone to show you the 
way, or just give you a helping 
hand. 

Call our 
Freephone 
Helpline number 
in confidence  
0808 281 9490  
or go to  
www.rabi.org.uk

=
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March    
27        FHB, Skelmersdale
27        FHB, Wheelbirks, Northumberland 

April
2          Essex Easter lunch  
6          Suffolk gardening event  
7          Farmyard sale, Buckfastleigh, Devon 
10        Dorset quiz, Gorwell Farm, Abbotsbury
11        Beef dinner, Railway Inn, New Ellerby 
18        Norfolk quiz, East Tuddingham Village Hall
19        Supper & talk, Southam Village Hall  
19        Joules seconds sale, Ely, Cambridgeshire 
20        FHB, Agri Advisor, Pumsaint, Llanwrda   
20        Golf day, Melton Mowbray   
22        Suffolk Sunday lunch, Stradbroke  
23        Pie and pudding supper, Winslow
27        Beef dinner, Frogmary Green, Somerset  
29        Shropshire NFU lunch, Oswestry  
29        Pembrokeshire lunch, Crug Glas 
29        Rogation service, Chester Cathedral 

May
7          Mad Hatters Tea Party, Nantwich
9          R.A.B.I AGM, Oxford 
11        Ceredigion race night, Devil’s Bridge  
12        Beetle drive, Warnford, Hampshire 
13        Admington Fun Ride, Warwickshire
13        Marlow 5   
13        Tour of Chapel Down Vineyard, Kent
14        Suffolk golf day, Halesworth Golf Club 
14        Suffolk tennis tournament, Woodbridge 
14        Lancashire treasure hunt  
17        Beef dinner, Joiners Arms, Durham
17-19   Devon County Show, Exeter 
18-19   Tractor run, Lincolnshire
19-20   RWAS Spring Festival, Llanelwedd
20        Essex YFC Show 
21        Norfolk golf day, Bawburgh Golf Club  
21        Raceday, Leicester 
22        Essex golf day, Gosfield Golf Club 
23        Chairman’s meeting, Plumpton, East Sussex 

* FHB indicates Farmhouse Breakfast 

May (continued)
23        Clwyd Fashion Show
23        Golf day, Headlam Hall, Durham 
24         Joules seconds sale, Warwickshire 
26         Heathfield Show, East Sussex 
26         Shropshire County Show, Shrewsbury
28         Northumberland County Show 
29         Farm walk, Nottinghamshire 
30-31    Staffordshire Show, Stafford  
30-31    Royal Bath & West Show, Shepton Mallet   

June
1-2        Royal Bath & West Show, Shepton Mallet   
1           Golf day, Henlle Park, Gobowen
2           Bucks YFC County Rally 
3           Marquee fundraiser, Market Drayton 
3           Rutland Show  
6           Farm tour, Stocks Farm, Suckley, Worcester  
7-9        South of England Show, Ardingly, Sussex 
7-9        Royal Cornwall Show, Wadebridge 
8           Carmarthenshire concert, Llangyndeyrn  
8           Highwayman’s art gallery event, Suffolk    
9           Not So Young Farmers Rally, Seaton Ross
9           Newby Hall Tractor Show, North Yorks 
10         Open farm, Deersbrook Farm, Essex  
16         Clwyd afternoon tea 
16         Merionethshire concert, Dolgellau
16         Cumberland Show 
16         Clwyd afternoon tea 
17         Essex clay shoot 
17         Farming Help trip to Lundy (from Bideford) 
17         North Yorkshire County Show 
18         Golf day, Driffield, East Yorkshire  
18         Norfolk cocktail party, Norfolk Showground
19-20    Royal Cheshire Show 
22         Suffolk hog roast, Thorpeness Meare
23         Dress-a-bale competition, Morpeth
24         Cream tea, Bignor, West Sussex  
24         Bucks Cream Tea, Creslow Manor 
24         Pandy Show, Abergavenny
27         Champagne, Strawberries & Jazz, Kent  
29         Knitsley Shop BBQ, Durham  
29         Cambridgeshire cheese & wine event, Ely 
30         Brymore School open day, Somerset

Diary Dates

EAST – LUCY BELLEFONTAINE
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire
Mobile: 07739 297374 
Tel: 01728 602888
Email: lucy.bellefontaine@rabi.
org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieast

NORTH EAST – SALLY CONNER
North Yorkshire, County Durham, 
Northumberland, East Yorkshire
Mobile: 07818 093506 
Tel: 01964 541400
Email: sally.conner@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabinortheast

SOUTH EAST – SALLY FIELD
Hampshire, IOW, Berkshire, Surrey, 
Sussex, Kent
Mobile: 07799 798441 
Tel: 01903 882741
Email: sally.field@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABISouthEast

NORTH WALES & WARWICKSHIRE  
– BECKY DAVIES
Anglesey, Caernarfon, Conwy, 
Clwyd, Montgomeryshire, 
Warwickshire
Mobile: 07730 765377
Email: becky.davies@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABINWalesWarks

NORTH WEST  – GEORGINA LAMB
Cumbria, Lancashire, South 
& West Yorkshire, Merseyside, 
Cheshire
Mobile: 07917 114250
Email: georgina.lamb@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabinorthwest

SOUTH CENTRAL – JENNI  GREEN
Buckinghamshire, Wiltshire,
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire
Mobile: 07919 478518  
Tel: 01935 826726
Email: jenni.thompson@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/JenniRABI

EAST MIDLANDS  – MARY MARTIN    
Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,  
Derbyshire, Northamptonshire  
Mobile: 07525 323450 
Email: mary.martin@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieastmids 

SOUTH WEST – PAM WILLS
Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Somerset
Mobile: 07825 336224
Tel: 01398 361819
Email: pam.wills@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/PamRABI

WALES – LINDA JONES
Brecon & Radnor, 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, 
Pembrokeshire, Glamorgan, 
Merionethshire, Monmouthshire  
Mobile: 07557 363016
Tel: 01559 364850
Email: linda.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabicymru_wales

Regional Managers

WEST MIDLANDS – KATE JONES 
Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire
Mobile: 07876 492839
Email: kate.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabiwestmids

158th AGM to be held on Wednesday May 9  
Notice is hereby given 
that the 158th Annual 
General Meeting of 
the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution 
will be held at The 
Manor, Weston-on-the-
Green, Oxfordshire OX25 
3QL on Wednesday 

May 9, 2018 by order of 
the Council of Trustees.
The afternoon’s formal 
AGM will be preceded 
as usual in the morning 
by the 2018 R.A.B.I 
Conference (including 
the presentation of the 
annual awards for 2017).

Invitations will be sent 
to official members of 
R.A.B.I, as well as the 
charity’s guests.
A maximum of three 
people from each 
county, who are the 
official members, are 
entitled to attend.

Significant sum of £9,700+ from NFU Conference 
Representatives from 
R.A.B.I attended the 
annual NFU Conference 
at the International 
Convention Centre in 
Birmingham in February. 
The NFU is hugely 
supportive of R.A.B.I 
and held a prize draw 
at the conference 
dinner which raised 
the fantastic sum of 
£9,728.01.  
Thanks to all who 
contributed, as well 
as those who helped 
publicise details of 
R.A.B.I’s work during 

the conference. This is 
the third year running 
the draw has been 
held for R.A.B.I and the 
sum raised this year 
was the highest yet.  
Congratulations also 

to those elected to 
lead the NFU, vice-
president Stuart Roberts 
(left), president Minette 
Batters (centre) and 
deputy president Guy 
Smith. 


