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From the chairman
It’s difficult to remember a time when our 

industry faced so much uncertainty.  
Farming is a complicated life at the best of 

times, juggling lots of different balls in the air. 
Sometimes, it can feel like the ground beneath 
your feet is being shaken too and you’ve 
no control over anything you are trying to 
achieve.  
When farming hits the news pages it’s usually 
because there’s a storm overhead. This past 
year has provided no shortage of newspaper 
copy or storms (along with a summer drought), 
and many of these challenges have not yet 
gone away. Just mention the word ‘Brexit’ and 
it’s sure to produce a sigh of exasperation. 
Who knows what the rest of 2019 is going to 
bring? The honest answer is ‘no one’.  
2018 was certainly a busy year for R.A.B.I and 
we paid out around £2.22m to farming families 
and individuals – people of all ages in financial 
need. Out of that figure, over £437,000 was 
given to working farmers, a trend that has 
been growing in recent years.  
R.A.B.I would not be able to provide the help 
it does without our wonderful supporters; 
our county committee members who give 
their time so selflessly on behalf of others, to 
organise events and raise both funds and 
awareness of the charity. I’d like to thank each 
one of you because you are the life and soul 
of R.A.B.I.   
Looking ahead, I am determined that in 2019 
we will find, make contact with and help more 
people from the farming sector. We know full 
well that there are many people out there who 
would benefit greatly from the support that 
R.A.B.I can offer, who do not readily come 
forward to accept assistance.  
Many potential challenges lie ahead for those 
working in agriculture, but as farming’s oldest 
and largest charity R.A.B.I is well positioned to 
support people through unpredictable times.     
My personal hopes for 2019 are for a peaceful 
world where countries, religions and races 
learn that living and working together is far 
preferable to conflict and war; and a decision 
process on Brexit so that the farming industry 
can plan ahead with confidence and get on 
with doing what we do best – producing good 
wholesome food to feed the country and the 
world. 

Malcolm 
Thomas 
MBE,  
R.A.B.I 
chairman

COVER IMAGE: Sally Urwin, a farmer’s wife from Northumberland. 
See pages 12-13 for story.  
Photograph: Courtesy of Paul Norris 
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A lifetime of giving... now Mary 
is happy to call Beaufort ‘home’

Forty-seven years 
ago, Mary Passmore 
accepted the Dennis 

Brown Shield from then 
R.A.B.I president the 
Duke of Beaufort for her 
fundraising efforts with the 
Sussex Farm Women’s Club. 
Today, Mary is living in 
Beaufort House; R.A.B.I’s 
Burnham-on-Sea care 
home, named after the 
man who presented her 
with that shield all those 
years ago. 
In April 2018, Mary suffered 
a stroke and, for a while, 
was unable to talk. She 
went into a home in Sussex 
but didn’t like staring out 
of ‘a little room to look at 
rooftops’. She returned 
home, but suffered another 
stroke.
Daughter Jenny said: 
“Mother needed help filling 
in forms and the support we 
got from R.A.B.I for that was 
wonderful.  
“Then two people from 
the women’s club said to 
me ‘have you looked into 

R.A.B.I’s care homes?’ 
“To tell you the truth it never 
even occurred to me, but 
Mother came to Beaufort 
House in August 2018 for 
a ‘little holiday’ and is still 
here. It’s a fantastic place.”
Mary added: “There’s 
enough room here for me 
to do my own thing if I 
want, or I can spend time 
with other people.
“It’s nice being around 
other farmers as we’ve all 
got the same independent 
streak.  
“We don’t talk about 
farming all the time but we 
can if we want to.”
Next year, on July 27, Mary 
will celebrate her 100th 
birthday and incredibly the 
Passmore family has been 
fundraising for R.A.B.I for 
most of that century. The 
family’s commitment to 
R.A.B.I stems largely from 
Mary, who never forgot the 
warm coat that the charity 
gave to her relative Fanny 
Day when she could not 
afford to buy one of her 

own. “It was a proper fur 
coat, a really nice one,” 
explained Mary, who says 
that simple act of kindness 
made a big impression on 
her.
In her teens, and with 
Britain on the cusp of 
war, Mary became a 
St Christopher’s nanny, 
responsible for looking after 
five children in Shoreham. 
She subsequently stayed 
in touch with the children, 
but has outlived all bar 
one of them. The family 
lived in a big house, with a 
chauffeur and a gardener, 
until war broke out. Then, 
Mary took on most of the 
responsibilities for the house 
as well as the children, 
whilst also working for 
the Red Cross, St John’s 
Ambulance and Worthing 
Hospital.  
In 1946, Mary married Dick, 
the brother of one of her 
friends, and they settled on 
Dick’s farm in Coombes. 
The farm remains in the 
hands of Jenny’s son 

Andrew, having passed 
through five generations of 
the family.
It was as chief organiser for 
the Sussex Farm Women’s 
Club that Mary got seriously 
involved in R.A.B.I’s work. 
The club (formed 70 years 
ago) was run ‘by farm 
women, for farm women’ 
and for several decades 
they delivered Christmas 
hampers to R.A.B.I 
beneficiaries in Sussex. Mary 
helped make deliveries, 
buy goods and pack the 
hampers, along with her 
colleagues. The club is still 
going strong and continues 
to raise money for R.A.B.I. 
Mary recalled: “We used 
to hold a lunch for all of 
the Sussex beneficiaries 
at Francis Jenkins’ farm in 
Hurstpierpoint. We would 
pick them up from all 
over Sussex, bring them to 
the farm then take them 
home afterwards, with 
their hampers stuffed full of 
goodies. They were great 
parties.”

LEFT: Mary Passmore collecting the Dennis Brown Shield from former 
R.A.B.I president, Lord Beaufort, in 1972.   
ABOVE: Mary, centre, with fellow Sussex volunteers in 1974. 

RIGHT: Mary 
with daughter 
Jenny at 
Beaufort 
House. 
FAR RIGHT: 
providing a 
Christmas 
hamper in the 
1970s. 

Trish clocks 
up 25 years 
of service  
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Day to day, I meet a  
lot of people suffering 
from depression. 

Just yesterday, I visited a 
chap who was completely 
devastated having lost half 
of his lamb stock. He was 
crying and I urged him to 
go and talk to his GP. He 
was clearly and obviously 
depressed. 
Also this week, I visited 
an elderly man who 
was distressed because 
potentially, he could lose 
his entire life’s work.  
Many of the people I meet 
are overworked and this 
does not help mental 
wellbeing. Sadly, it can be 
a vicious circle. 
I’ve not encountered 
anyone expressing suicidal 
thoughts in the last year 
or so, but I have come 
across such cases in the 
past. I’ve visited people in 
psychiatric wards following 
nervous breakdowns and 
sometimes these people 
have been sectioned. 
When the stresses of life 
and farming escalate 
things can quickly get 
out of control. If someone 
is mentally fragile, a 
downturn in their economic 

circumstances, for 
instance, can push them 
over the edge.
I try not to make 
assumptions or take things 
for granted. For instance, 
just because someone is 
eccentric it doesn’t mean 
their mental health is 
compromised. Often, it’s 
important to get second 
opinions. 
It’s not often that I come 
across people who are 
completely on their own. 
With their agreement, 
I’ll liaise with other 
organisations on someone’s 
behalf but the important 
thing is to get that person 
to seek medical help and 

go and see his or her GP. 
Often, especially if it’s a 
first visit, I might pick up on 
things that have previously 
gone unnoticed. 
I meet people at their 
lowest ebb; when they 
have hit rock bottom 
and their finances are 
under pressure. Perhaps 
they have dead stock, 
diseased animals or maybe 
their bank is withdrawing 
support. These are serious 
issues that would test 
anyone’s resolve but often 
they are just part of the 
overall problem.  
A lot of the emotional 
and financial distress I 
come across is due to 

multiple issues rather than 
just one single factor; 
with things like family 
tensions or issues relating to 
succession planning also 
commonplace.     
Sometimes, I’ll come away 
from a visit, sit in my car 
and shed a tear, but it’s 
important I stay focused 
and make sure I give those 
in need all the support I 
can. I’m always thinking 
‘what else can I do to 
help?’ and ‘have I missed 
anything?’ 
However upsetting a 
situation is, I need to make 
sure I cover all of the bases 
in order to do the best job I 
possibly can.

Jackie Clegg has been a R.A.B.I welfare officer in the north of England for 20 years. Like all welfare 
officers she has undergone training in suicide awareness and mental health first-aid. Here, she 
describes some of the issues she sees in her everyday work relating to mental health.

‘However upsetting a situation 
is, I need to cover all the bases’

Mind Your Head campaign 
tackles mental health stigma

R.A.B.I supported the Mind 
Your Head campaign in 
February. 
The annual campaign 
is organised by the 
Farm Safety Foundation 
(FSF) to raise awareness 
and tackle the stigma 
of the growing issue of 
mental illness in farming. 
Recent research by the 
FSF reveals that 81% of 
farmers under 40 believe 
that mental health is the 
biggest hidden problem 
facing farmers today 
and 92% believe that 
promoting good mental 
health is crucial if lives are 
to be saved and farmers 
kept safe.  
Throughout the campaign 

week, the Farm Safety 
Foundation brought key 
people, organisations and 
other charities together 
to raise awareness of 
this mounting issue in 
the industry and build a 
community of support for 
those affected. 
Stephanie Berkeley 
from the Farm Safety 
Foundation said: “Farming 

can be a highly stressful 
occupation and the 
industry is exposed 
to a unique set of 
circumstances.  
“Farming has the poorest 
safety record of any 
occupation in the UK and 
stress is often a key factor 
in many of the accidents, 
injuries and illnesses 
taking place on farms.”

NFU stages prize draw at Conference for fourth year running
For the fourth 
consecutive year, 
the NFU staged a 
prize draw in aid of 
R.A.B.I at their annual 
Conference dinner 
at the International 
Convention Centre 
(ICC) in Birmingham. 
This year’s draw 
generated £10,000. 
R.A.B.I Chairman, 
Malcolm Thomas, said: 
“The NFU is a committed 
and longstanding 
supporter of our work 
and we are indebted to 
the efforts of so many of 
their staff, members and 
volunteers.  
“This draw raises a huge 
amount of money, but 

it represents just one of 
many fundraisers the 
NFU carries out on our 
behalf throughout the 
year, up and down the 
country. 
“The NFU keep us at 
the forefront of their 
members’ minds and 
many of these members 
also give countless hours 
of their time to form a 
large percentage of our 
own supporter network. 
“It’s an important and 
close relationship.
“R.A.B.I, at its heart, is 
about people in the 
farming community 
helping each other and 
the NFU’s support is a 
great example of that.”

COUNTING DONATIONS: R.A.B.I staff, back, left to right, Tom Black 
and Stephen Noble. Front, Verenique Beviere, Lisa Knight and Kris 
Band. 

R.A.B.I is working with the Welsh 
Government to provide one-off 
discretionary grants to farmers in 
Wales suffering hardship following 
the 2018 summer drought. 
The Welsh Government has made 
£240,000 available to R.A.B.I to 
give to Welsh working farmers still 
battling the knock-on effects of last 
year’s prolonged heatwave. R.A.B.I 
chairman Malcolm Thomas said: 

“Last summer’s hot weather may 
seem like a distant memory, but 
many farmers are still playing catch-
up from drought-related issues. 
“2018 was a particularly challenging 
year for our industry and Welsh 
farmers, across various sectors, were 
amongst those hardest hit. We’re 
grateful to the Welsh Government 
for making this money available and 
we are determined to make sure 

it goes to where it is most needed. 
One-off, fixed payments of £3,000 
per household will be available to 
farmers in Wales who are struggling 
to meet living costs due to last 
summer’s prolonged dry spell.” 
R.A.B.I wants to hear from farmers in 
Wales whose ability to meet living 
costs has been impacted by the hot, 
dry summer of 2018. To qualify, over 
50% of an applicant’s land must be 
based in Wales. 
Mr Thomas added: “I would urge 
any farmer in Wales who is struggling 
because of last summer’s testing 
weather conditions to get in touch. 
Every call and application will be 
handled in complete confidence.” 
 
To apply for a one-off grant call the 
dedicated helpline 0808 168 7297 
to speak to a member of R.A.B.I’s 
support team and request an 
application form.  
Completed application forms must 
be received by R.A.B.I by 5pm on 
April 30, 2019. 
Successful applicants will be 
contacted during May and all grants 
will be paid by May 30, 2019.  
When assessing applications, levels 
of personal hardship and savings will 
be considered. 
 
To find out more, email info@rabi.
org.uk

£240k available for Welsh farmers 
affected by 2018 summer weather
Welsh farmers urged to call  0808 168 7297 to access money made available by 
Welsh Government. Completed applications to be received by R.A.B.I by April 30.



7Follow us on Twitter: twitter.com/rabicharity6

Trish Pickford, R.A.B.I’s 
head of welfare, 
marked 25 years at the 

charity at the end of 2018.
Trish (pictured) first joined 
the charity in the winter of 
1993 as an assistant welfare 
secretary. Back then, the 
‘welfare’ department 
consisted of just three 
people and Trish’s job was 
to process and administer 
grant payments. As the 
charity had no fundraising 
department, she also 
attended agricultural shows 
to help raise funds and 
awareness. 
In 1998, Trish was promoted 
to head of welfare and the 
following year R.A.B.I took 
on its first regional welfare 
officers. 
It was in 2001, however, 
when R.A.B.I underwent a 
significant transformation, 
following a Foot & Mouth 
epidemic across the 

agricultural sector. More 
than 2,000 cases of the 
disease were found on UK 
farms and some 10 million 
cows and sheep were 
culled in order to control 
the disease’s spread. By 
the time the crisis had been 
halted, the estimated cost 
to the UK economy was £8 
billion.

Every department 
within R.A.B.I’s small 
office at Shaw House 
found their workloads 
multiplied beyond 
all recognition and 
working practices 
had to be refined 
and developed 
to meet the 
overwhelming 
demands of an 
industry in turmoil. 
During the crisis,
R.A.B.I’s fledgling 
emergency helpline 
handled close to 
26,000 calls and the 

charity paid out more than 
£9 million to over 8,000 
farming families.
Trish said: “Since then, 
we have taken on more 
welfare officers and now 
have 14 covering England 
and Wales. We are able 
to tailor our support to 
suit individual needs and 

all welfare staff are fully 
trained in the complexities 
of state benefits. Over the 
last few years we have 
brought in new initiatives 
such as vocational training 
grants, free business 
appraisals and debt 
advice.
“When people realise how 
long I’ve worked for R.A.B.I 
they say ‘you must enjoy 
it’. I more than enjoy it, I 
love it. I feel honoured to 
work for such an amazing 
organisation that helps so 
many people at times in 
their lives when they are at 
their lowest. 
“It’s tremendously 
rewarding to have a 
job where I can make a 
difference, spread a bit of 
happiness, get to meet, 
talk to and work with such 
wonderful people and 
learn something new every 
day.”

‘Spreading a bit of happiness is so rewarding’

Regional Welfare Officers  
Find out what we can do for you today by calling 0808 281 9490

TOM ARMSTRONG 
NORTH
Northumberland, Durham, Scotland 
 
  
JOHN BASNETT
NORTH EAST  
North & West Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Tyne & Wear
 
 
JACKIE CLEGG 
NORTH WEST 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, Merseyside
 
 
LOUISE WILKINSON 
LINCOLNSHIRE + 
Lincolnshire, East Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire
 
 
CAROLINE HARRISON
HEART OF ENGLAND  
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, West Midlands 
 
 
MEL JONES
NORTH WALES & SHROPSHIRE
Anglesey, Conwy, Caernarfon, Denbighshire, Flintshire, 
Merionethshire, Shropshire, North Powys
 
 
ELONWY WILLIAMS     
SOUTH WEST WALES 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire 
 
 
 
CLAIRE CRICHARD 
SOUTH EAST WALES & BORDERS
Brecon & Radnor, Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, 
Worcestershire, North Gloucestershire, Herefordshire

CATHY DENSLOW 
SOUTH 
South Somerset, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
 
 
LINDSEY CHURCHILL 
SOUTH CENTRAL  
Oxfordshire, Wiltshire, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire  

 
SALLY HUBBARD 
EAST  
Suffolk, Norfolk
 
 
PAT DOBSON
SOUTH EAST  
Berkshire, West and East Sussex, Kent, Essex, Surrey,  
Middlesex, London
 
 
CHLOE RIGLER
SOUTH WEST  
Cornwall, Devon  

JENNY TYLER    
EAST CENTRAL  
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire   
 
 
All enquiries to our welfare department will be handled in confidence 

Clive’s dairy farm is shut 
down with TB. It’s only a 
year since he was last 
closed with the disease 
that has also affected 
neighbouring farms.   
The past 18 months have 
certainly tested Clive’s 
skill and patience to the 
max.  
In the spring of 2018 the 
‘Beast from the East’ had 
a devastating effect on 
his livestock and he lost 
200 sheep. The winds 
caused huge drifts that 
piled snow up to the top 
of some five-bar gates 
and killed animals in 
droves. It drastically hit 
the farm’s income too, 
because there were few 
sheep left to sell.  
Feed costs had already 
risen by around £9k 
over the winter of 
2017/18 because of 
poor silage harvests in 
the preceding summer / 
autumn. 
Personal problems 
affected the family too, 
with illness to loved 
ones creating an added 
strain. 
And then there was the 
summer drought of 2018, 
which turned fields that 
had lain white with snow 
in the spring to cracked, 
parched seas of brown. 
The dairy cattle had to 
be fed through July and 
August because there 
was no grass left to eat.  
Clive estimates that 
he’s lost more than 
£30k from the dairy side 
of the business alone 
due to these spiralling 
setbacks, which forced 
him to turn to R.A.B.I 
for help in order to buy 
heating oil and clear 
some domestic bills.    
With no savings to fall 
back on (and living in a 
rented cottage), Clive is 
concerned about what 
the future holds. 
He said: “I’m waiting for 
people to come in and 
blood test every animal 
because of the TB. I’m 
concerned about Brexit 
too because we rely on 
export markets for our 
sheep.”

TB shutdown 
is worst fear

When the dairy dream ended

It’s now 17 years since 
Cheshire dairy farmer 
Kenneth Manning sought 

R.A.B.I’s help.  
The farm had been in 
the family for 200 years 
but today, Kenneth no 
longer works in agriculture. 
Instead, you’ll find him 
living happily in North Wales 
where he runs a successful 
holiday homes business. 
Frankly, he’s glad to be 
out of farming, but he still 
vividly remembers how 
R.A.B.I helped him at a time 
in his life when no one else 
would.  
Reflecting on his past life 
as a dairy farmer, Kenneth 
said: “I’m glad I got out. 
Farming was everything 
to me, I didn’t know any 
different. You’re in a 
cocoon on a farm, you 
don’t know what else is 
going on around you, let 

alone in the wider world, 
but I always thought there 
must be something else.” 
Kenneth took over 
the family farm in 
Cholmondeley from 
his father, who kept 
around 40 cows on 
120 acres of land. 
Ambitious to do well, 
he invested £300k 
on modernising the 
business and built 
things up to around 
200 cows / 200 acres, 
employing three men.  
He says plummeting 
milk prices hit the 
business hard, with prices 
dropping by 10p overnight. 
In an era of 16 per cent 
bank loans, there was no 
easy way out.  
“I worked hard but it was all 
gone,” he said.  
“No one wanted to know 
me. I couldn’t think straight 

and my character 
changed. I was 
desperate. It felt like 
the pressures of the 
world were on me. 
We’d been rich and 
people couldn’t 
understand why we 
still weren’t. 
“The only people to 
help were R.A.B.I. 
They gave me money 
towards bills and 
everyday costs but 
more important than 
that, they wanted to 
know me. What they 
gave me as a person 
was inspirational. I 
had someone to talk 
to, who understood 
what I was going 

through. They understood 
why I was in the situation I 
was in and what was going 
on.” 

The total number of dairy 
cows in the UK fell from 2.6 
million in 1996 to 1.9 million 
in 2015, a 27% reduction 
(House of Commons 
briefing paper, 2016).  
Between 1995 and 2015 
doorstep deliveries of milk 
fell from 45% to 3% of the 
retail market.  
From afar, Kenneth feels 
empathy towards the ‘little 
guys’ still battling to make 
a living from the dairy 
industry.  
He added: “Food 
production costs keep 
going up but the prices 
don’t. I was lucky, I was 
able to adapt and start 
again and I had some 
breaks along the way, but I 
realise it’s harder for others. 
“2002/03 is a long time ago 
but what happened to me 
is still fresh in my head. I 
hid myself away for about 
12 months and lived like a 
recluse.  
“Even now, it sticks with me 
how you guys supported 
me. It always will.”

” 

“ You’re in a cocoon 
on a farm. You 
don’t know what 
else is going on 
around you, let 
alone in the wider 
world.

Celebrity host for Ceva awards
Presenter Matt Baker 
(pictured) will be hosting 
the Ceva Animal Welfare 
Awards for the second 
consecutive year. 
R.A.B.I supports the Farmer 
of the Year Award – a 
new category for 2019. 
The award recognises the 
achievements of farmers 
who strive to provide and 
encourage high standards 
of animal welfare. Winners 
will be honoured at a 
glittering ceremony in 
Birmingham on April 3. 
Andy Gilman from Statfold 
Farm in Tamworth, David 

Finlay from Rainton Farm 
in Castle Douglas and 
Marshalls Farm Ltd in 
Billingshurst have been 
shortlisted for this year’s 
Farmer of the Year award. 
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Great British Beef Week will 
return early this year from April 
1-7, to champion high quality,  

home-produced beef as part of a 
balanced, healthy diet.  
Organisers say ‘it’s more important 
than ever’ that the British public shows 
support for its own beef industry. 
Now in its ninth year, Great British 
Beef Week is spearheaded by Ladies 
in Beef, a group of more than 150 
female beef farmers who care 
passionately about what they do. 
R.A.B.I is the campaign’s charity 
partner. Ladies in Beef co-founder 
Jilly Greed (right), who farms 200 
suckler beef cows and young stock 

on Devonshire water meadows, said: 
“There are so many uncertainties in 
farming right now, British beef farmers 
need your support more than ever. 
“British beef is an important part of 
the global diet because of its quality 
and its nutritional and environmental 
health benefits. 
“It’s important to the UK economy 
too, with the beef and veal industries 
worth around £3 billion. Around 
475,000 people are employed in 
farming in the UK.” 
During this year’s campaign week, 
Red Tractor-assured thin cut beef 
steaks will be promoted using new 

internationally-themed recipes to 
encourage shoppers to try a  
beef-based dish. Events during the 
week will also raise money for R.A.B.I. 
Jilly added: “We’d like shoppers to 
know that British-farmed beef is good 
for the environment with almost half 
(47%) of the UK’s many breeds of 
cattle managed on our mountains, 
moorlands, marshlands and wetland 
meadows. 
“This grassland increases the 
absorption of carbon from the 
atmosphere and has been grazed for 
thousands of years. Livestock farming 
is an established part of our history. 
“Beef is also a nutritionally valuable 
part of a balanced diet, being 
naturally rich in protein. It contains 
haem iron which is easily absorbed 
and provides eight vitamins and 
minerals which contribute towards 
good health and wellbeing. 
“Let’s make sure that beef is known as 
an important and healthy part of the 
global diet.” 
 
Anyone who would like to support 
Great British Beef Week can 
download material to share on social 
media or display in store by visiting 
www.ladiesinbeef.org.uk

Also follow #GBBW on social media

780 NEW CALLS 
FOR HELP IN 2018

The main way we helped families was
 by giving grants 

IN ALMOST 13% OF ALL NEW REQUESTS FOR HELP 
MENTAL HEALTH ISSUES WERE A FACTOR

CALL OUR FREEPHONE HELPLINE 
TODAY IN COMPLETE CONFIDENCE
 
 
   

The most common reasons why people called us 

16%
Not 

workingRetiredWorking

25%59%

22% 10% 8%
Illness / 

injury
Effects of 

bad 
weather

Care 
needs

0808 281 9490

The tales of lucky Fred
Herefordshire man Norris Hill has written a 
book telling the story of ‘lucky Fred’ Klein, 
entitled Fortunes Buffets and Rewards.  
Fred Klein was born in a peasant village 
in Romania in 1925 and forced to join the 
German Army as soon as he turned 18 
during the Second World War. After two 
years of hardship he gave himself up to 
the Americans as the Allies took control of 
Germany. After the war he was shipped 
to England, one of thousands of prisoners 
made to work the land. This proved to be 
Fred’s salvation as farming was in his blood. 
His talents as a herdsman enabled him to 
build a new and happy life for himself in 
Herefordshire, as a free man.  
The author intends to make a personal 
donation from proceeds to R.A.B.I once 
costs have been covered. For further 
information about the book, and how to 
obtain copies, contact Harry Hancock on 
01544 387971 or email h.hancocks540@
btinternet.com

CBE for former trustee
Former R.A.B.I trustee Meurig Raymond was 
awarded a CBE for services to farming in the 
2019 New Year’s Honours list. 
Meurig also served as president of the NFU 
for four years, standing down in 2018. He 
was previously awarded an MBE in 2005. 
He said: “It’s a huge honour to be given this 
award and I’m absolutely delighted. It’s 
recognition to everybody who has supported 
me over the years. Without that support, 
the encouragement and fantastic advice, 
I would never have achieved as much as 
I have, or travelled so much; a big team 
effort.”

Beef industry worth £3b to UK 
R.A.B.I corporate 
development 
manager Suzy 
Deeley, left, with 
Ladies in Beef 
member Claire 
Morris. 
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When you feel like it’s all going wrong and 
you don’t know where to turn, call R.A.B.I 

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, Shaw House, 27 West Way, Oxford OX2 0QH        
Website www.rabi.org.uk   Helpline 0808 281 9490   General enquiries 01865 724931   Email grants@rabi.org.uk

Facebook.com/rabicharity1    Twitter.com/rabicharity    Instagram.com/rabicharity   
 

Unaudited statistics above cover the period January 1 - December 31, 2018. Figures have been rounded up where appropriate. 

Reg charity number 208858

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution 

1,248
The number of individuals / families 

who received financial support  

R.A.B.I: We’re a helping hand when you need it most

 

Call our  Freephone Helpline 0808 281 9490

Our work in 2018

Although most of the help we provide is financial, that’s not all we do. We’ll put you in touch with 
other organisations that can improve your circumstances and walk with you on your journey.

£493k
The amount we helped people 

to claim in state benefits 

1,831 
Visits by regional  
welfare officers

£438k
Given in grants to  
working families

£2.2m
How much we gave  

out in grants 

The four counties where we gave 
the most money 

Suffolk 
£132k

Devon 
£107k

Somerset 
£113k

North Yorkshire  
£209k 

Looking after the retired, 
elderly and sick is an 
integral part of R.A.B.I’s 
work and it always has 
been.  
Indeed, when charity 
founder John Mechi wrote 
a letter to The Times in 1860 
calling for the launch of a 
national farming charity, 
he cited it was necessary 
to ‘help the homeless and 
support the aged’. 
Whilst year on year R.A.B.I 
is doing more to help 
working people, around 
84% of all the people the 
charity assists are no longer 
working.  
Most would be classed 
as retired but that doesn’t 

mean they are all frail and 
elderly. The nature of farm 
work means that many 
‘retirees’ are in their 50s and 
60s. 
The needs of those R.A.B.I 
supports are constantly 
changing, particularly as 
they get older, so services 
are tailored accordingly. 
R.A.B.I CEO Alicia Chivers 
said: “I’d urge people not 
to wait until their financial 
situation worsens before 
seeking our help.  
“It’s never too early to 
start talking to us about 
the things that might 
be worrying you. Even 
if we cannot provide 
direct assistance, we 

work closely with other 
organisations and agencies 
to seek positive solutions to 
problems. We can support 
with today’s problems but 
we’re also keen to help 
take away anxieties about 
tomorrow, which might 
include concerns over 
deteriorating health. 
“We build relationships 
with the people we support 
so they know there’s 
someone on their side and 
that they’ve always got 
someone they can call on 
for advice.  
“We won’t have all the 
answers, but we’ll listen, 
help where we can and do 
our best to give direction.”

R.A.B.I saw a huge 47% rise in 
the amount it paid to working 
farmers, farmworkers and their 

dependants last year, compared 
to 2017.   
Overall, more than £2.22m was 
paid out in 2018 to 1,248 individuals 
/ families in financial need in 
England and Wales. 
2018 was a particularly difficult 
year for many in farming, with 
adverse weather a contributing 
factor. Lots of working families 
struggled to recover from the 
effects of the ‘Beast from the East’ 
in the spring because they were 
subsequently hit by a prolonged 
and testing summer drought. 
R.A.B.I’s regional caseworkers 
made 1,831 visits to farming 
people last year. As well as 
providing financial support, the 
charity invests a huge amount of 
time supporting individuals in their 
claims for state benefits. In total, 
R.A.B.I helped farming people of 
all ages claim around £494k in 
state benefits in 2018. 
CEO Alicia Chivers said: “More and 
more farming people are asking 
for our help with complicated 
application procedures and our 
team provides expertise and 
support with what can be a 
complex and often frightening 
process to claim benefits. 
“We are in a testing and volatile 
environment, which is going to 
endure for some time to come. 
We foresee increasing difficulties 
ahead for many farming families. 
That is why we want people to 
contact our Helpline 0808 281 9490 
before they find themselves in 
desperate circumstances.”  
 
 
• 2018 figures quoted are 
unaudited and cover the period 
January 1 to December 31

It’s never too early to talk to us about your concerns 

“ 

” 

We won’t 
have 
all the 
answers 
but we’ll 
listen, help 
where we 
can and 
do our best 
to give 
direction

47% increase in 
grants to working 

families 
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Sunday June 3, 2018 
 
We’re not the only ones feeling the 
pinch. Poor grass growth, big heating 
bills and no money coming in from 
crops or sheep has pushed many 
local farmers to the brink. At least 
the kids have free school meals and 
Granny and Granddad to help them 
out with uniforms and shoes. 
In desperation we ring R.A.B.I. It’s 
embarrassing to have to ask for help, 
but we’re not sure what else to do.  
The nice man asks lots of questions. 
He tells us that mental health in 
farmers is at an all-time low and that 
he has personally spoken to a lot of 
people in agriculture who are finding 
it hard to make ends meet. This makes 
us feel better, knowing that we’re not 
the only ones. He promises to come 
out soon and have a chat to see 
what they can do.

Tuesday June 5, 2018

I drive a few lambs and ewes at a 
time into the barn and Steve catches 
each one and gives them a dose 
of worm drench. I don’t suppose it 
tastes very nice, and there’s a real 
skill to grabbing each lamb, ensuring 
the syringe is pushed properly into 
their mouths and making sure it goes 
down their throat. It’s a sweaty, dirty 
backbreaking job. Steve’s hands 
are slippery and at the end of the 
morning 
he’s 
aching 
and 
splattered 
from head 
to toe 
with dung 
and worm 
drench.    
I take over 
whilst he 
eats a 
sandwich 
and has 
a cup of 
tea. I’m 
sweating 

as I struggle to catch each one 
and hold them still. Whilst I’m bent 
over trying to give a lamb a dose of 
wormer, another one jumps past at 
head height, giving me a right crack 
against the side of my skull. I sit down 
suddenly and drop the wormer, 
spilling the white medicine all over the 
floor. 
It’s not serious, but I have a rather 
good bruise on my right cheekbone. 
Steve sends me out for a bit of fresh 
air and carries on with the rest. I sit 
on the cobbles with my head in 
my hands. Sometimes I don’t think 
I’m much use. I know it’s not all to 
do with strength, but rather the 
knack of knowing how to hold and 
immobilise a lamb, so that it can’t pull 
backwards away from your grasp. 
Sometimes I wonder if Steve would 
have been better with a great strong 
farmer’s daughter as a wife.

Thursday June 7, 2018

Today we’re nervous as someone 
from R.A.B.I is visiting the house. 
Once the kids are at school we 
gather our bank statements and 
bills together and wait for the 
appointment, biting our nails and 
drinking endless cups of tea. When 
the R.A.B.I rep arrives he’s very nice 
and sympathetic. He carefully goes 
through our accounts and gives a 
short outline about how he can help.  

R.A.B.I doesn’t assist with business 
finances, but will help us with our 
household bills, such as heating oil 
and clothes for the kids. He’s lovely 
and discreet and I babble onto him 
about how hard lambing has been, 
and farming in general. He nods and 
says all the right things, but when he 
leaves I walk into the lounge to find 
Steve siting on the sofa quietly, his 
head in his hands. 
I know what he’s thinking. Steve prides 
himself on being able to provide for 
his family and the knowledge that 
he’s not making enough money to 
even pay for our weekly food bill hits 
him very hard.  
We’ve done everything we can, 
stretched finances, invested wisely, 
cut back all our expenses but we 
just can’t make ends meet. We sit in 
silence next to each other, each one 
with our own thoughts, until it’s time to 

‘I never thought we’d have to turn to charity to survive’ 
Farmer’s wife Sally Urwin has written a book entitled 
‘Diary of a Farm – A Year in the Life of High House Farm’, 
which will be published by Profile Books in April 2019. 
Sally and husband Steve, from Matfen in 
Northumberland, sought R.A.B.I’s help in the summer 
of 2018. Sally’s open and honest diary entries illustrate 
how even the hardest working farmers can sometimes 
face struggles that test them to their limits.

go back out to check the sheep. 

Friday June 8, 2018

Good news at last, Steve has 
managed to find a part-time job. It’s 
not a site manager’s job but working 
at the local agricultural merchant’s in 
Hexham. He’ll work three days a week 
and then fit the farm work into the 
remaining four days. At least now he’ll 
have a regular monthly income and 
we celebrate with fish and chips from 
the local chippie.  
We tell an elderly farming friend.  
“But why do you need another job?” 
he says.  
“Won’t you be embarrassed to be 
working behind the counter, serving 
other farmers?” 
I don’t think he understands how 
desperate our finances have 

become. Once the kids are in bed, 
we sit down and work out a budget. 
There will be no money for luxuries 
and new clothes, but the relief of 
having a regular income makes 
us leap up and dance around 
the kitchen. The children don’t 
understand what’s going on, but they 
lean over the bannister and laugh at 
us waltzing around the dining room 
table. 

Monday June 11, 2018

R.A.B.I has sent us a letter. It reads: 
“I am sorry to learn of the difficulties 
you have been facing and we wish to 
help where we can. We are unable to 
help with business bills but can give a 
grant towards domestic costs.” 
They have enclosed a small cheque 
to ‘assist with the purchase of heating 

oil and help with further household 
bills’. We are very grateful. It feels 
mortifying asking for help and I don’t 
suppose anyone knows how much we 
struggle with day to day costs. 
From the outside, we look on an even 
keel. We run a car, the kids are in 
clean clothes and have enough to 
eat, but it’s all a very thin veneer.  
I never thought we’d have to turn to 
charity to survive and I feel a curdling 
mixture of gratitude and shame as I 
look at the cheque. 
Steve and I write a heartfelt thank you 
letter and carefully put the cheque in 
a safe place to pay into the bank at 
the earliest opportunity.

Once the kids are in bed we sit 
down and work out a budget. 
There will be no money for 
luxuries and new clothes, but 
the relief of having a regular 
income makes us leap up and 
dance around the kitchen.” 

“ 

CONFRONTING THE ISSUES: Sally 
Urwin with her family. Sally’s diary 
extracts encapsulate what many 
farming families are feeling. Photo: 
Courtesy of Paul Norris
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R.A.B.I has county committees across England and Wales, who work at a local level 
to raise awareness of the charity as well as funds. Committees are the lifeblood of 
R.A.B.I and we very much value the time and effort that people put into supporting 
us.   

Regional News  

Around 400 lots went under the 
hammer at the Farmers’ Charity 
Auction to bring in more than 
£57,000 for R.A.B.I, the Heart Centre 
at Cumberland Infirmary, the Stroke 
Unit in Carlisle and Life Education, 
Cumbria.  
The auction was held at the Harrison 
& Hetherington Borderway Auction 
Mart in Carlisle.  
This auction has been raising money 
for nominated charities for over 
35 years. This year’s lots included 
an incredible range of items, from 

livestock to tickets for X Factor Live. 
Hannah Jackson, better known as 
the Red Shepherdess, opened the 
event and had her first experience of 
being an auctioneer. Hannah is a first 
generation farmer who left Liverpool 
for the hills of Cumbria and has been 
shepherding ever since.
Cumbria committee member Gillian 
Potts donated six sponge cakes 
which raised £380, while supporter Pat 
Turnbull raised £700 by offering her 
home for dinner for eight.
During a break in the auction, a few 

of the event organisers entertained 
the bidders with some ‘Strictly 
Jigging’. Four pairs performed Scottish 
dances in the auction hall and were 
judged by Hannah Jackson and MP 
Rory Stewart.
Georgina Lamb, R.A.B.I regional 
manager, said: “The amount of 
support we had for this event was 
amazing.  
“Committee members, supporters, 
and people we’ve helped in the past 
turned out in force and the place was 
packed throughout the day.”

400 lots under the hammer in Carlisle 

Left to right (Cumbria committee members unless 
stated), Laura Wilson, Georgina Lamb (R.A.B.I regional 
manager, at back), Nicki Quayle, Maureen Hodges 
(farming and rural affairs editor at The Cumberland News 
& News & Star in Carlisle), Alicia Chivers (R.A.B.I CEO), 
Gillian Potts and Alison Wilson.

Auctioneers, left to right, Nick Woodmass, Graham Holliday, 
Mark Bowman, Andrew Templeton, David Bowman and John 
Wharton.

A floral art and musical evening at the 
Cobra Rugby Club brought in over £800 
for R.A.B.I and the Montgomeryshire Royal 
Welsh committee. Chelsea Flower Show 
exhibitor Christine Higgs skilfully put together 
four winter-themed floral arrangements, 
which were auctioned off. Pictured left to 
right at the event are: Ann Davies, Linda 
Davies, Becky Davies, Christine Higgs, Gavin 
Forshaw, Charlotte Mountford, Heather 
Matthews and Joan Watkins. 

Flower show at rugby club

LAMMA 2019
LAMMA, the UK’s leading 
farm machinery and 
equipment event, 
attracted thousands 
of visitors to the NEC in 
Birmingham in January. 
Corporate development 
manager Suzy Deeley and 
regional managers Kate 
Jones and Mary Maud 
represented R.A.B.I at 
the two-day show, which 
promoted innovative 
technology from over 600 
large-scale machinery 
manufacturers and smaller 
agricultural firms across 
the UK. 
Suzy said: “We had a 
great show and it was 
a brilliant platform from 
which to catch up with 
many existing supporters, 
as well as making new 
contacts and raising 
awareness of our work. I’d 
like to thank Agri Briefing, 
the event organiser, for 
generously providing us 
with a stand in such a 
good location.”

To mark their 40th 
birthday, Downland is 
supporting R.A.B.I through 
its anniversary year.  
Downland is a UK wide 
network of independently 
owned agricultural 
retailers, who work 
together to share 
knowledge and expertise 
to supply a wide range 
of animal health and 
nutritional products to 
farmers. 
Founded in 1979, 
Downland is known for 
its ethos of working with 
farmers to develop strong, 
long-lasting relationships. 
It’s stated philosophy is to 
provide ‘the best advice, 
the best products and the 
best value’.  
To kick-off their fundraising 
efforts, a charity raffle 
was held at the annual 
conference in December 
which generated a 
healthy £896.96. 

Marking their 
40th birthday

Longstanding event in Stratford 

Arthur’s on 
the money 
• Arthur Appleyard 
won £100 for 
correctly guessing 
the price of feed 
wheat in an annual 
competition organised 
by NFU Horncastle 
and Coningsby. 
The competition 
generated £755. 

• A £500 donation 
was received from 
the Gillingham & 
Shaftesbury Show 
/ Graham Walton 
Publishing.

• A Somerset quiz 
was hosted by Nick 
and Claire Bragg 
at their Frogmary 
Green Farm in South 
Petherton. Prizes were 
donated by Ilminster 
NFU and there was a 
close fought contest 
between former YFC 
teams. Over £375 was 
raised. 

• A donation of £225 
was received from 
Bishops Castle Vets in 
Shropshire.

Bucks Ball’s new horizon
Manson House has a 
new vehicle for taking 
residents out on visits. 
The Peugeot Horizon 
can take wheelchairs 
and was paid for by the 
Buckinghamshire Farmers 
Ball Committee. It’s 
already come in useful 
for activities with Carolyn 
Carter, Pam Bateman, 
Bev Rollins and Denise 
Cocksedge organising an 
outing to the local garden 
centre. 
Carole Smith, Manson 
House’s head of home, 
said: “It’s wonderful 
that we can now be 
spontaneous and take 
people out more often.”  
Manson House also has an 
extended laundry room 
with additional washing 
and drying machines. The 
larger facility has been in 
great demand since the 
refurbishment of the home 
created nine extra rooms 
in the main residential 
home. Staff now have 
more space for organising 
laundry, with larger 
windows letting in more 
daylight and fresh air. 

ABOVE: Carolyn Carter with Harriet Watts and the Peugeot 
Horizon vehicle provided by the Buckinghamshire Farmers Ball 
Committee.  
BELOW: Manson House staff in the new laundry room.

The Warwickshire Farmers Ball has been going for 107 
years and 2019’s event was held at the Crowne Plaza 
Hotel in Stratford-upon-Avon in January. Over the years it’s 
raised thousands of pounds for R.A.B.I and Warwickshire 
committee members Helen Moore, Karen Ellis and Sharon 
Barnes attended, along with R.A.B.I regional manager 
Becky Davies (second from left).  
Photo: courtesy of Bruce Fosterphotography.co.uk



Find us on Facebook.com/rabicharity1 1716

• Dairy-Tech is a dairy event tailored for 
the modern dairy farmer, manager and 
technician. The inaugural event was held 
in February and showcased some ground-
breaking technology. There were more than 
75 speakers and around 285 exhibitors at the 
event and R.A.B.I was given free stand space, 
courtesy of the Royal Association of British 
Dairy Farmers (RABDF). 
“It was a fantastic show and great to be part 
of it, thanks to RABDF,” said R.A.B.I regional 
manager Becky Davies, who attended on the 
charity’s behalf.      

• It’s been another fantastic year of support 
from Barclays. In 2018, they supported 
33 events with match funding, donating 
£31,782.56.  
Suzy Deeley, R.A.B.I corporate and 
development manager, said: “Thank you to all 
the Barclays team who are such a pleasure to 
work with. We receive support in many ways, 
not just via match funding, and staff often give 
their personal time to attend our events and 
help out in any way they can.”

Free stand at Dairy-Tech 

The fat lamb class at the Melton Mowbray Fatstock Show raised 
£404 for R.A.B.I and was won by Duncan Burton.  Pictured with 
Duncan, left, are R.A.B.I regional manager Mary Maud and Melton 
and Belvoir Agricultural Society president David Shelton. 

Duncan tops Melton fat lamb class 

Willum opens up Haddon Hill home 
Northamptonshire 
committee president 
Willum Butterfield 
hosted a winter drinks 
event at his Haddon 
Hill home. The evening 
raised close to 
£6,000, a remarkable 
achievement. Guests 
arrived to drinks served 
by committee members 
and food provided by 
local caterer Emma 
Remington. An auction 
and a ‘luxury raffle’ 
were generously 
supported.

Organiser Margaret performs too

R.A.B.I supporter Margaret Brown organised a charity ‘Proms’ at 
the Glendale Hall in Wooler featuring the Rothbury Hills Folk Group. 
Margaret is a member of the group. Tickets cost just £5 each, but a 
full house ensured over £600 was raised.

Always quick on the draw 

The Shropshire grand draw generated close 
to £800. Pictured are regional manager Kate 
Jones and Shropshire committee member 
Heulwen Charles. 

Bedfordshire quiz
• Bedfordshire’s quiz and 
supper night attracted 14 
teams and £2,680 was raised 
with match funding of £1,000 
from Barclays. 

• RD Livestock has chosen 
R.A.B.I as its charity of the year 
and will be holding various 
fundraisers through 2019. A 
recent raffle generated £750. 
RD Livestock is a family run 
livestock farming and dealing 
business based in Market 
Drayton, Shropshire. 

• There was a full house 
of over 50 people for the 
Northumberland committee’s 
first curry night at Char 
Mausum in Stannington. The 
evening raised £500.

• A breakfast meeting at 
the home of Club Hectare 
founder Jono Dixon raised 
£120. Jono supplied and 
cooked breakfast for guests, 
including R.A.B.I regional 
manager Sally Conner. A 
further £27 was donated by 
Club Hectare.  

• Oundle Young Farmers 
Club donated £2,000 raised at 
a clay shoot in the summer of 
2018.

• A plough Sunday service 
in Cropthorne, Worcestershire 
resulted in a donation of £270.

• Donations to R.A.B.I and 
the British Heart Foundation 
were requested at the funeral 
of Ken Bailye, who died on 
November 22 at the age of 88. 
Ken was a staunch supporter 
of R.A.B.I in Staffordshire for 
many years. 

• The Newcastle Emlyn 
Sheep Dog Trials in Cwmcou 
brought in £800. The money 
was split equally, between 
R.A.B.I and Alzheimer’s Cymru.

• Barden Biomass in 
Carnforth near Lancaster 
donated an Aga wood 
burning stove as a 
raffle prize at last year’s 
Westmorland Show. It was 
won by Lancashire committee 
chairman Brian Taylor and his 
wife Teresa, who donated it to 
R.A.B.I for auction at the Red 
Rose Ball. It sold for £800. 

Big Cake Day and bowling 

Leading national 
agricultural and 
horticultural supply 
company Hutchinsons 
celebrated 80 years 
of business in 2018. 
Throughout the year 
the firm held lots of 
activities to raise funds 
and awareness for R.A.B.I 
and the Samaritans. 
This included various 

company competitions 
including: ten pin bowling 
(featuring 150 people), 
Big Cake Day, pumpkin 
growing and ‘design 
a Christmas card’! The 
English Three Peaks 
Challenge in June was 
the biggest fundraiser, 
generating over £8k. Poor 
weather made things 
especially testing but 

28 walkers completed, 
despite facing heavy 
rains. The grand total 
raised for the two 
charities was just short of 
£15,000. Pictured is Paul 
Hobson of Hutchinsons, 
presenting a cheque for 
£1,500 to R.A.B.I’s Lucy 
Bellefontaine. This money 
was part of more than 
£8,500 donated to R.A.B.I. 

Afternoon tea 
was served up by 
the East Yorkshire 
committee 
at the Bishop 
Wilton Village 
Hall. Everything 
was made by 
committee 
members and the 
tea brought in over 
£1,400.

Afternoon tea in village hall brings in £1,400

Leicestershire 
committee chair 
Veronica Sutton 
hosted a lunch 
for more than 60 
guests in Nuneaton, 
which raised 
£1,466.50.  
Veronica, right, is 
pictured with her 
team of helpers. 

Leicestershire lunch led by Veronica 
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Poldark-esque twists
• Wormbridge NFU members 
and friends produced a 2019 
calendar to raise over £200 
for R.A.B.I.  
The calendar features 
Herefordshire farmers 
and people who work 
in associated trades, 
celebrating present and 
bygone farming methods but 
with a Poldark-esque twist!  
Calendar creator Lesley 
Whistance said: “The idea for 
the calendar came from a 
collection of old agricultural 
tools in our workshop and 
an obsession with Poldark.  
However, I think Aidan 
Turner has had a run for his 
money with the gorgeous 
guys I found, who were 
finally persuaded to take 
their shirts off if I could find 
a good photographer and if 
the calendars were sold for a 
good cause.”  
 
• The ‘One Foot in the 
Furrow’ lunch meeting 
proved a great success with 
35 people attending the 
event at Tiptoe Hall in the 
Hampshire New Forest. 
The idea to start these 
gatherings came from 
Caroline Korbey, whose 
husband John is a retired 
dairy farmer and Hampshire 
committee chairman.  The 
New Forest is a unique 
rural environment where 
generations of farming 
families have tended and 
cherished the common land, 
but it’s a part of the county 
where R.A.B.I’s support is less 
well known.

Pictured, surrounded 
by her children and 
grandchildren, is 
Cheshire committee 
member Miranda 
Shufflebotham at her 
birthday celebration at 
Worleston Village Hall. 
Around 100 friends and 

family members enjoyed 
the occasion with the 
Amazing Bavarian 
Stompers (led by West 
Yorkshire committee 
chairman Frank Chislett) 
keeping people moving 
throughout the night.  
The evening raised over 

£900 for R.A.B.I.  
Miranda also organised 
a cheese, wine and 
shopping event at the 
Cheerbrook Farm Shop 
in Nantwich, Cheshire, 
which was attended by 
around 65 people and 
raised £1,100. 

Stompers keep family 
moving with Miranda

Panellists on top form at the Royal Welsh Showground 

A panel night at the Royal 
Welsh Showground’s 
FUW Pavilion raised more 
than £400. The event 

took place during the 
Winter Fair and was 
jointly organised by the 
Brecon & Radnor and 

Montgomeryshire 
committees. Chairing 
things and keeping 
a watchful eye on 
proceedings was 
Malcolm Thomas. 
Fielding questions 
from the floor were 
Delyth Robinson, 
Montgomeryshire 
YFC chair, Myfanwy 
Alexander, author 
and Powys county 
councillor, Nick 
Gibbon, a large 
animal vet from the 

Belmont vet practice in 
Hereford and Ryan Davies, 
who works for the Welsh 

Government in agriculture 
(sustainability and 
development division). 
Guests enjoyed a glass 
of Prosecco on arrival 
and sausage and mash 
plus mince pies following 
the question & answer 
session. Brecon & Radnor 
committee chair Elaine 
Stephens said: “The 
panellists were on top 
form and although they 
had a few challenging 
questions to answer, there 
was plenty of laughter.” 
Pictured left to right are 
Ryan, Delyth, Nick and 
Myfanwy. 

Boxing birthday 
• Hereford man Edward 
Greenow celebrated his 30th 
birthday on Boxing Day with 
a party at home. He asked for 
guests to donate to R.A.B.I in 
lieu of presents and collected 
£231. Edward, who runs a hog 
roast company, would like to 
hold an open farm Sunday 
event in future.

• Around 160 people 
gathered in the Jubilee Hall at 
Bishops Waltham in Hampshire 
for a quiz night. Mike Newell’s 
team triumphed as the 
evening generated close to 
£1,600.

• Gillian Van Der Meer and 
Sally Field manned the stall 
at a busy Hailsham Fatstock 
Show. The show president 
named R.A.B.I as his chosen 
charity and this resulted in 
more than £500 being raised 
via a cattle ring auction and 
£155 from a cake raffle.  

• Fifteen teams took part in 
a quiz night at Carmarthen 
Golf Club to help raise £841. 
Malcolm Thomas, R.A.B.I’s 
Welsh chairman, was 
quizmaster at the golf club 
fundraiser. 

Lancashire’s 
Red Rose 
Ball, a black 
tie dinner 
at the Park 
Hall Hotel in 
Charnock 
Richard, 
raised 
almost 
£5,500. 
Live band 
‘Furious 
Styles’ 
performed 
on the night 
to make 
the party 
go with 
a swing. 
Pictured left 
to right are: 
Georgina 
Lamb, 
Samantha 
Walker, 
Jenny 
Hackworth 
and Kirsty 
Wier. 

Seafood special 
Northumberland 
committee member 
Stoker Frater, pictured 
left, accepted a cheque 
for £7,500 from Vicky 
and Rod Smith and 
Adam Pringle, who 
organised a seafood 
lunch fundraiser last 
summer.  
The event took place 
at the Barn at Beal, a 
restaurant and coffee 
shop in the north of the 
county. 

Ladies in red!

Reaseheath College puts on Sunday best

HRH The Princess Royal visited 
independent charity Victim Support 
in York, to discuss the impact of rural 
crime in the area and the support 
available to victims. Patron of the 
charity, Princess Anne, joined a 
meeting with partner agencies to 
begin talks on increasing access 
to support for victims of rural crime 
in North Yorkshire. Victim Support 
was joined by Julia Mulligan, 

North Yorkshire Police, Fire & 
Crime Commissioner and partner 
organisations including R.A.B.I, 
Farming Community Network, CLA 
and domestic abuse charity IDAS. 
Representing R.A.B.I was regional 
manager Sally Conner, who said: 
“Fortunately, the number of people 
who turn to R.A.B.I for support as a 
direct consequence of crime is low. 
However, many of the people we 

help are elderly and living in remote 
rural areas, which means they can 
often feel isolated and at risk. For 
charities such as ours, it’s important 
that we work in partnership with 
other organisations to protect the 
vulnerable; providing vital financial 
and emotional assistance where 
necessary, but also offering a familiar 
face for people to turn to when they 
feel alone or afraid.”

Protecting the vulnerable in partnership

Organisers and 
participants 
gathered at 
the Plough 
Sunday service 
at Reaseheath 
College. The 
morning raised 
£250.
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Farmhouse breakfasts bring 
early birds around the table

• Overnight snow 
didn’t stop organisers of 
the farmhouse breakfast 
at Hellingly Village Hall 
in Sussex from forging 
on with their plans and 
more than 220 people 
turned up to eat. The 
first guests arrived at 
around 8.45am and the 
last ones were seated at 
1.30pm. The event was 
overseen by Gill and 
Bryan Hesselgrave but a 
top team of waitresses, 
washer-ups, chefs and 

front of house volunteers 
made things run like 
clockwork. Barclays 
provided match funding 
of £1,000 and Mel Ellis 
represented the bank at 
the event, helping out 
in various roles. In total, 
over £3,000 was raised. 

• Around 60 guests sat 
down for breakfast at 
the Pear and Poacher 
in Tudeley. Sheila 
Adams did a great job 
of organising things and 

some generous 
donations 
resulted in £2,750 
being raised.  
 
• Two farmhouse 
breakfasts at Sam 
Turner & Sons in 
Piercebridge, 
County Durham, 
brought in over 
£1,350. 
 
• A farmhouse 
breakfast at the 
Farm Shop in 
Cranswick, East 

Yorkshire was attended 
by 80 people and made 
over £525. 

• More than £1,200 was 
raised for R.A.B.I and 
the Addington Fund at 
a breakfast at Griggs 
Restaurant at Sticker 
near St Austell. Local 
firms were generous 
in their support of this 
longstanding event, 
donating produce and 
attending for breakfast. 
Over 110 breakfasts 
were served. 

• The annual West 
Sussex breakfast at 
Bartholomew’s  Barn 
near Kirdford brought 
in £1,350, surpassing all 
previous records for the 
event. Over 130 people  
were served meals 
between 7.30 and 
10.30am.  

• David Chantler 
arranged breakfast 
at the Dirty Habit in 

Hollingbourne. Thirty 
people attended and 
£389.27 was raised. 

• A full house of 
around 40 people 
meant over £460 was 
raised at a breakfast 
at Macknades Fine 
Foods in Faversham. 
The event was 
organised by Robert 
and Donna Pickard. 

• With the help of 
a raffle, more than 
£660 was raised via a 
breakfast at Medway 
Yacht Club.

R.A.B.I 
trustee Sue 
Lister at the 
Pear and 
Poacher in 
Tudeley. 

Guests at Sam Turner’s 
 in Durham. 

Organisers at 
Bartholomew’s Barn 
in Sussex. 

Jan Pearce, CEO of the 
Pembrokeshire Agricultural 
Society (left), met with 
Emily Davies (right), chair of 
the Pembrokeshire R.A.B.I 
committee, to present a 
donation of £300.

Summit to shout about

Staff at British Wool in 
Bradford presented regional 
manager Georgina Lamb 
with a cheque for £3,036.25. 
They raised the money via 
a Yorkshire Three Peaks 
challenge on the hottest day 
of last summer. Pictured front 
to back, are: Richard Saville, 
Haldi Kranich-Wood, Jayne 
Harkness-Bones, Graham 
Clark, Sandra Dennison and 
Tracey Harris.

Andrew Thomas, junior vice 
president of the Central 
Association of Agricultural 
Valuers, has elected to 
support R.A.B.I in his three-
year presidential tenure. 
Andrew has already raised 
£345 through the auction of 
five bottles of Penderyn Welsh 
whisky, which he donates 
at AAV monthly meetings in 
England and Wales. He will be 
donating a bottle of Penderyn 
at future monthly meetings 
throughout the year.  

That takes some bottle

It’s a high for Society 

The big farm shop fry up 

Desserts from the valley
• The annual Monmouthshire 
quiz night at the Livestock Centre 
attracted more than 150 people 
and brought in over £1,500. Will 
and Briony Wright set the questions, 
whilst John Prewett was quizmaster 
and his wife Sallie took charge of 
the scoring. Thanks to Brooke’s Wye 
Valley Dairy Company for donating 
the ice-cream for the desserts. 

• Regional manager Pam Wills 
collected a cheque for £218.38 
from Somerset YFC county 
chairman Lee Waite at the 
county entertainments final at the 
Brewhouse Theatre in Taunton. The 
money was raised at a harvest 
service at Wells Cathedral.

• Tenbury Agricultural Society 
donated £1,000 in February with 
Worcestershire treasurer Andrew 
Goodman accepting the cheque 
on behalf of his committee.  

• A donation of £150 was received 
from members of Margam Abbey 
in Glamorgan. 

• Regional Manager Linda Jones 
gave a talk at the Lampeter 
Discussion Group AGM at 
Lampeter Rugby Club. Linda 
attended with Reverend Canon 
Eileen Davies, from Tir Dewi. 
Cheques for £50 were presented to 
both Linda and Eileen. 
Linda also gave a talk at the 
Gorsgoch & Llanwenog YFC 
annual dinner. Guests were invited 
to play a game of ‘Heads & Tails’ 
and the winner Elfyn Morgans 
generously donated his prize 
£100 to R.A.B.I. A further £100 was 
donated. 

The annual Big Breakfast 
at the Rowberry Nursery 
and Farm Shop in 
Chaddersley Corbett, 
near Kidderminster, 
raised approximately 
£1,600. 
The money will be 
donated to three 

charities: R.A.B.I, 
The YANA Project 
and Midlands Air 
Ambulance.  
A team of NFU staff 
and volunteers plus 
members of the 
Halesowen & Hagley 
Farmers Club served 

breakfasts and sold 
raffle tickets to the 170 
guests who attended.  
The event was 
organised by staff 
and group members 
from the Kidderminster 
branch of the NFU, led 
by Louise Sapwell.

Kitchen helpers in Chaddersley Corbett. Left to right, Phyllis Pardoe, Kate 
Jones, Wendy Whiteman and Liz Clarke. 

Retiring Cumbria 
committee 
secretary Nicola 
Wilkinson, centre, 
is pictured with 
Laura Wilson, county 
chair and Georgina 
Lamb, regional 
manager. Georgina 
is holding Nicola’s 
laptop, which she 
used to type up the 
minutes of meetings 
whilst they were 
taking place. 

Secretary Nicola will be much missed 

Valentine’s night was a special 
evening for 35 supporters in 
Hampshire who attended their 
committee AGM in Warnford Village 
Hall! 
A glass of pink bubbly was on offer 
to put some love in the air and 
Teresa Brown from the Hampshire 
Growmore Club kindly presented 
chairman John Korbey with a 
donation of £1,000. The turnout 
for the meeting was impressive 
with representatives from the NFU, 
YFCs and Sparsholt College also 
attending. After the meeting, 
homemade lasagne, shepherd’s pie 
and chicken casserole were served, 
followed by a Valentine’s-themed 
cheesecake, chocolate brownies 
and cheese and biscuits.

It’s a date! Strong turnout 
for Valentine’s AGM 

The Plough Sunday 
Service at Thaxted 
Church has gone from 
strength to strength 
since it was first held four 
years ago.  
Morris Men brought the 

plough into the church, 
along with buckets 
of soil to be blessed. 
Outside the church were 
a modern day tractor 
and plough and these 
were also blessed as the 

Morris Men danced in 
the church courtyard in 
very windy conditions.  
The collection taken 
during the service will 
be split between R.A.B.I 
and FCN. 

Morris Men in windy Thaxted Church courtyard



Call the Freephone Helpline in confidence: 0808 281 9490 2322

400 homemade pies
• A concert at Welshpool 
Livestock Market brought in 
over £1,000. Around 250 people 
crammed into the sales ring at the 
Smithfield site to see performances 
from Dyffryn Tanat YFC, male voice 
choir Only Trefeg Aloud and Parti 
Penllan, featuring Montgomeryshire 
YFC vice-chairman Huw Jones. The 
service was organised by members 
of R.A.B.I’s Montgomeryshire 
committee, who provided 
refreshments after the carol service 
– including 400 homemade mince 
pies.

• The sum of £246 was raised at 
a Christmas bingo night at the 
Ffostrasol Arms in Llandysul.

• Phil Smallwood (pictured) likes 
to go festive for the Nantwich quiz 
night and his outfit this year was a 
cracker… quite literally. Quizmaster 
Phil dressed as a Christmas cracker 
for the fundraiser at the Willaston 
Sports and Social Club, which 
brought in over £2,000. Barclays 
kindly agreed to match funding. 

A flashback to festive fundraising 
A nativity service was 
held in Ashford Market’s 
cattle ring. Traffic chaos 
meant proceedings 
started 20 minutes late, 
but more than 210 
people attended and 
£387 was collected on 
the night in donations. 
Peter and Mary 
Sillibourne also donated 
and sold mistletoe to 
raise a further £100.

Schoolgirl sang with opera great
The Caerphilly Ladies 
Choir headlined this 
year’s Christmas 
concert at the Talgarth 
Town Hall. The event 
raised £506.56.  
Sophie Jones, a local 
farmer’s daughter 
and a sixth former 
at Ysgol Ystalyfera, 
enthralled with some 
Welsh language 
favourites. Talented 
Sophie has previously 
sung with Only Girls 
Aloud in South Africa 

and opera great Bryn 
Terfel.  
Talybont-on-Usk 
farmer Glasnant 
Morgan received 
sustained applause 
for his renditions of Ol’ 
Man River and If I Only 
Had Time.  
In addition to 
proceeds from the 
concert, around £90 
was generated on the 
night from the sale 
of charity Christmas 
cards.

The Monmouthshire 
Livestock Centre in 
Raglan glowed with 
festive lights as the 
show ring became 
the focus of a carol 
evening for farmers. 
The Monmouthshire 
committee put on 

the event, which 
featured a range of 
local artists including 
Ellen Morgan, Isobel 
Chandler, children of 
the Monmouthshire Hunt 
Pony Club, Angharad 
Gwillim, Wendy Williams, 
Peter Williams, David 

Williams and Heather 
Probert. A Christmas 
tableau was performed 
by members of Raglan 
and Usk YFCs and Bob’s 
Boys led the audience 
in a rousing sing-along.  
Overall, more than 
£1,300 was raised. 

The cattle are glowing, as Raglan awakes

Laura is an angel
A carol service at the 
Thame Auction Mart 
in Oxfordshire raised 
£1,480. Organised by 
the Buckinghamshire 
committee, Barclays 
provided match funding. 
R.A.B.I CEO Alicia Chivers 
joined committee 
members, staff from the 
auction mart, and South 
Central regional manager 
Laura Ractliffe in the 
nativity. Laura took on the 
role of angel Gabriel and 
narrated the scene. 

 

Regulars at marts
• Volunteers in Carmarthen 
were extremely busy before 
Christmas, hosting a bingo 
night at the mart café and 
attending three Christmas 
marts to sell raffle tickets. The 
committee raised £2,075 in 
December through their hard 
work. 

• Suffolk’s Wassail evening 
raised £860. The evening is a 
light hearted social evening 
and guests enjoyed mulled 
wine as they sang Christmas 
songs, played games and ate 
fish and chips.  
 
• Reverend Mark Betson 
led proceedings at Hailsham 
Livestock Market’s carol night, 
which raised £330 for R.A.B.I 
and the Farming Community 
Network.

• At the Petworth United 
Reform Church some 50 guests 
celebrated Christmas with 
poems, readings and music. 
Midway through proceedings 
the Mummers arrived to 
perform a play. Around £400 
was raised for R.A.B.I and the 
Farming Community Network. 

• Ruthin Livestock Market was 
the venue for the Clwyd carol 
service, which brought in £673. 
Carols were sung in English 
and Welsh and there were solo 
performances from Clwyd YFC, 
Gwenan Mars Lloyd, Mali Elwy 
and Ynyr Jones. The family of 
Richard Lloyd also presented 
a cheque for £1,200 in his 
memory, to R.A.B.I chairman 
Malcolm Thomas.

• Over 50 guests were 
welcomed with mulled wine 
and mince pies at the Salisbury 
Auction Centre carol evening, 
which brought in £486.38. 

• A carol concert at Swinton 
Park Hotel in Ripon was held 
by kind permission of the 
Cunliffe-Lister family. Around 
100 guests attended, with the 
Driffield Cadenza Singers, led 
by Penny Walker, in good 
voice.

• The inaugural Anglesey 
carol evening took place 
at St Maelog’s Church in 
Llanfaelog. The collection from 
the service, totalling £286, was 
presented to R.A.B.I. 

Sitting underneath the eucalyptus tree
Essex committee 
members Peter and 
Gill Hickling sent a 
couple of copies of 
Catherine Baddeley’s 
Farmer Christmas book 
to their grandchildren 
in Australia. Here, 
they are pictured 
reading them, under 
a eucalyptus tree. 
Catherine is also a 
supporter of R.A.B.I. 

The Warm Welly 
Company kick-started 
its support of R.A.B.I 
by donating two 
pairs of wellies to 
the Farmers Charity 
auction in Carlisle in 
January (see page 
14). The company is 
also gearing up to get 
behind the charity’s 
Welly Week campaign 
in October.   
Cumbrian farmer 
Simon Wood, the 
driving force behind 
the Warm Welly 
Company, is pictured 
at the auction with 
R.A.B.I CEO Alicia 
Chivers and regional 
manager Georgina 
Lamb. 

A warm welcome 

Warwickshire committee member 
Richard Grindal organised a 
skittles night at Barnacle Village 
Hall near Coventry which brought 
in over £635. Teams took part in 
three different forms of skittles 
and the overall winners were the 
Bulkington Buoys. Runners-up 
Campion’s Champions (pictured) 
were named after Warwickshire 
committee chair Roger Campion 
who missed the event because he 
was on holiday but still made sure 
he entered a team of his own. 

We are the Campions, my friend

• Carol services in Wigton, 
Cockermouth and Carlisle raised 
over £5,500.  
A carol service at North West 
Auctions brought in a further 
£1,700. 

Tractors go off-roading
A tractor run with a difference rook 
place in April as all bar 317m of the 
20-mile trip covered private roads 
and lanes. Colin and Kathleen 
Holwell organised the tractor 
run through Burghley Park and 
the grounds of RAF Wittering in 
Peterborough – which is still a  
fully-operating R.A.F site. 
The tractors set off from George 
Farm in Stamford, Lincolnshire. Funds 
raised were split between R.A.B.I and 
the Evergreen Care Trust.

How to make your presence felt 
A felting workshop, 
using sheep’s 
wool, was the 
brainchild of West 
Sussex farmer Tina 
Stickland. Tina 
hosted and taught 
nine novices to 

make a mouse, 
a broach and 
a felt-wrapped 
bar of soap. She 
even provided a 
homemade lunch 
for all. The day 
raised £370. 

 

If you’re interested in joining a R.A.B.I 
committee call 01865 724931 or email  
info@rabi.org.uk to find out how!



24 Every donation, large or small, is appreciated. You can give via www.justgiving.com/rabi

March 
9          Clay shoot,  Manor Farm, West Ilsey
10        Lambing day, Peterborough
12        Antiques evening, Hansons, Derbyshire
13        Farmhouse brunch, Stoneleigh
15        Devon Spring Ball, Dawlish Warren
16        Clay shoot, Loughborough
17        Merionethshire awards lunch, Harlech GC 
19        Whist drive, Northchapel Hall, Sussex 
20        Bingo night, Carmarthen Mart Café
21        Staffordshire dinner, County Showground 
21        Quiz, Bourne, Lincolnshire 
21        Quiz, Kendal Rugby Club 
22        Clay shoot, West Kent Shooting School  
22        FB, Angler’s Arms, Northumberland
23        Beetle drive, Warnford, Hampshire 
23        Bedfordshire clay shoot, Risely
23        FB, Plough Inn, Leigh, Surrey  
28        FB, Burley Inn, New Forest, Hants 
29        FB, Thirsk Auction Mart 
30        Machinery sale, Newton Abbot racecourse 

April 
1          Evening at Caerhays, Cornwall 
2          Dorset quiz, Abbotsbury
4          Beef night, Railway Inn, Ellerby, Yorkshire
7          Book Fair, Bedale, North Yorkshire 
7          Cocktail evening, Suffolk Showground 
8          Pie & Pudding night, The Bell, Winslow
10        Norfolk quiz & supper night, Tuddenham 
14        Tractor run, Burghley House, Stamford 
14        Hertfordshire beef lunch, Cottered Hall 
14        Celebration lunch, Aberaeron Rugby Club
17        Bingo night, Carmarthen Mart Café 
17        Easter bingo, Haverfordwest Cricket Club 
26        Leicestershire golf day 
26        Beef supper, Frogmary Green, Somerset
28        Suffolk spring lunch, Stradbroke 
28        NFU lunch, Shrewsbury 
29        Lancashire treasure hunt  
 
May
1          Beef supper, Kingston Maurward College
3          East Witton MVC concert, Masham 

May (continued) 
7          Fashion show, Haverfordwest 
12        Admington Fun Ride, Warwickshire 
13        Golf day, Bawburgh GC, Norfolk 
15        R.A.B.I AGM & Conference, Oxford
16–18  Devon Show, Exeter 
18        Clay shoot, Nettleton Lodge, Lincolnshire 
18-19   Smallholders Festival, Llanelwedd
19        Essex YFC Show Sunday 
21        Golf day, Gosfield Lake GC, Essex
22        Golf day, Halesworth GC, Suffolk
22        Golf day, Headlam Hall GC, Durham 
25        Shropshire County Show
29–30  Staffordshire County Show
29–30  Suffolk Show, Trinity Park, Ipswich 
29–31  Royal Bath & West Show, Somerset
31        Golf day, Henlle GC

June 
1          Royal Bath & West Show, Somerset
1          Garden party, Henley-in-Arden
2          Garden party, Marche Manor, Shrewsbury
6–8      Royal Cornwall Show, Wadebridge
7          Sentry clay shoot, Cambridgeshire  
12–13  Cereals, Boothby Graffoe, Lincolnshire 
14–16  Three Counties Show, Malvern 
15        Cumberland Show
16        Bucks cream tea, Creslow Manor 
17        Norfolk cocktail party, Norfolk Showground 
18        NSA Sheep Show, Umberleigh, Devon 
18–19  Cheshire Show  
20        Whist drive, Cwrt Henri, Carmarthenshire
21        Carmarthenshire concert, Llangyndeyrn 
22        Leicestershire summer party  
22        Hertfordshire clay shoot, Hatchpen Reed 
22        Winwick Hall lawn party, Northampton  
22        Band & buffet, Seascale, Cumbria  
22        Mad Hatter’s Party, Greater Manchester
29        Brymore School open day, Somerset  
30        Suffolk clay shoot, Risby   
30        Open garden, Crossthwaite, Cumbria  

             
• FB indicates farmhouse breakfast

Diary Dates

EAST – LUCY BELLEFONTAINE
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire
Mobile: 07739 297374 
Tel: 01728 602888
Email: lucy.bellefontaine@rabi.
org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieast

NORTH EAST – SALLY CONNER
North Yorkshire, County Durham, 
Northumberland, East Yorkshire
Mobile: 07818 093506 
Tel: 01964 541400
Email: sally.conner@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabinortheast

SOUTH EAST – SALLY FIELD
Hampshire, IOW, Surrey, Sussex, 
Kent
Mobile: 07799 798441 
Tel: 01903 882741
Email: sally.field@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABISouthEast

NORTH WALES & WARWICKSHIRE  
– BECKY DAVIES
Anglesey, Caernarfon, Conwy, 
Clwyd, Montgomeryshire, 
Warwickshire
Mobile: 07730 765377 
Tel: 01341 422672
Email: becky.davies@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABINWalesWarks

NORTH WEST – GEORGINA LAMB
Cumbria, Lancashire, South 
& West Yorkshire, Merseyside, 
Cheshire
Mobile: 07917 114250
Email: georgina.lamb@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabinorthwest

SOUTH CENTRAL –  LAURA RACTLIFFE
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, 
Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, 
Oxfordshire 
Tel: 07919 478518  
Email: laura.ractliffe@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/RABISCentral

EAST MIDLANDS – MARY MAUD    
Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,  
Derbyshire, Northamptonshire  
Mobile: 07525 323450 
Email: mary.maud@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieastmids 

SOUTH WEST – PAM WILLS
Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Somerset
Mobile: 07825 336224
Tel: 01398 361819
Email: pam.wills@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/PamRABI

WALES – LINDA JONES
Brecon & Radnor, 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, 
Pembrokeshire, Glamorgan, 
Merionethshire, Monmouthshire  
Mobile: 07557 363016
Tel: 01559 364850
Email: linda.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabicymru_wales

Regional Managers

WEST MIDLANDS – KATE JONES 
Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire
Mobile: 07876 492839
Email: kate.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabiwestmids

159th AGM to be held on Wednesday May 15
Notice is hereby given 
that the 159th Annual 
General Meeting of 
the Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution 
will be held at The 
Manor, Weston-on-
the-Green, Oxfordshire 
OX25 3QL on 
Wednesday May 15, 

2018 by order of the 
Council of Trustees.
The afternoon’s formal 
AGM will be preceded 
as usual in the morning 
by the 2019 R.A.B.I 
Conference.  
This will include the 
presentation of the 
annual awards for 2018.

Invitations will be sent 
to official members of 
R.A.B.I, as well as the 
charity’s guests.
A maximum of three 
people from each 
county, who are the 
official members, are 
entitled to attend the 
AGM. 

£900 from popular Dorset dinner dance

Jean Coates, treasurer of the Dorset committee, left, is pictured receiving a 
cheque for £900 following Sturminster Newton NFU’s successful dinner dance. A 
similar donation was made to the Ducks and Drakes Cancer Trust. With Jean are, 
left to right: Julie Holbrook (NFU), Liz Tite and Carol Eavis (Ducks and Drakes) and 
Judith Green (NFU). 


