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From the chairman

Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution 

We are a welfare charity that helps farming people in financial 
difficulty. In 2017 we gave out grants of £1.99 million to 1,260 
individuals / families. We also offer practical help and always 
work in confidence, with compassion and discretion.

Registered office: Shaw House, 27 West Way, Oxford OX2 0QH 
Registered charity number: 208858

Helpline: 0808 281 9490 
General enquiries: 01865 724931 
Website: www.rabi.org.uk 
Fax: 01865 202025    
Email: info@rabi.org.uk (general queries)  
grants@rabi.org.uk (welfare enquiries)       
Patron: Her Majesty The Queen 
President: His Royal Highness The Duke of Gloucester  

R.A.B.I News is published quarterly by R.A.B.I and edited by Rob 
Harris. Telephone 01865 811600 or email rob.harris@rabi.org.uk

From the chairman
AGMs provide an opportunity to reflect. At our recent 
AGM / conference in Oxfordshire I was able to look 
back at the past year with a sense of perspective and 
take stock of recent achievements.  
It’s fairly well known that R.A.B.I gives out around £2 
million per year in grants, but the reality is we do so 
much more than that. We do important signposting 
work, putting people in touch with lots of other 
organisations, and in 2017 we helped people claim 
more than £473k in state benefits. That figure is 
impressive, but not as impressive as the facts behind 
the stat. Much of that work is extremely complex 
and time consuming, requiring our officers to give 
their time generously. It requires patience, sensitivity 
and compassion to encourage people to share their 
problems, then help them work out personally-tailored 
plans of action. Claiming benefits is not always 
straightforward; when you are dealing with large 
public organisations, things don’t always happen 
just as you want them to. Forms need to be filled in 
accurately and on time. The wheels of bureaucracy 
can turn slowly! 
Our AGM is a great social occasion and it’s 
wonderful to reconnect with old friends and make 
new acquaintances. This year, we welcomed lots of 
supporters from the business and corporate worlds 
and this is an area where we, as a charity, receive 
ever-growing support. Our guest speaker Max Jeffery, 
from JCB, gave an insightful talk about life within a 
large, family organisation and the importance of 
staying true to your roots. JCB is a progressive firm that 
knows where it comes from, but also where it is going.   
I was delighted to formally welcome Sue Lister to 
our council of trustees. Sue was originally co-opted 
to serve as a trustee at the end of last year and is 
already making her mark. She is a very welcome 
addition to our organisation and understands what it 
is like to serve at a grass-roots level, being a voluntary 
member of our Kent committee.  
In farming, every season throws up new challenges 
and bad weather during the first quarter of 2018 
certainly tested many in our industry. I don’t believe 
we’ve seen the full impact of this yet and I expect 
R.A.B.I to receive more requests for help as a 
consequence in the coming months.  
There are growing demands on staff and trustees 
in relation to compliance and the need to meet 
increasing legal requirements in day-to-day work. 
However, as an organisation we’re well-funded and 
well-structured. I’m proud of the various ways we 
help people and how we’re adapting to suit modern 
needs. It’s something we must continue to do. R.A.B.I 
is all about the agricultural industry looking after itself. 
Those we help – and those who support us – basically 
come from the same towns, villages, farms and fields. 
Our county committees remain the lifeblood of R.A.B.I. 
To everyone who contributes to our cause, I would like 
to take this opportunity to personally say ‘thank you’.

Malcolm Thomas MBE,  
R.A.B.I chairman

COVER IMAGE   
Pictured at the NFYFC convention in Blackpool 
are a group of amazing ladies supporting 
R.A.B.I this year. Elise Johnson, left, of 
Riseholme YFC, is preparing to do a skydive, 
while Molly Shaw, Florence Seigneury and 
Ruth Holroyd of Louth YFC will be organising a 
dinner dance later this year. 
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40 years of wonderful 
service from Marion

Health checks for farmers at Sedgemoor Centre 
Farmers can now get a 
health check as part of 
their weekly trip to market 
thanks to the launch of 
a new health clinic at 
Sedgemoor Auction Centre 
in Bridgwater, Somerset. 
The Derek Mead Health 
Clinic opened in April in 
honour of Somerset dairy 
farmer and auction centre 
owner Derek Mead, who 
tragically died in a farming 
accident last year. 
A nurse will be on-hand 

to carry out essential 
health checks such as 
blood pressure monitoring 
and blood sugar testing, 
whilst also offering support 
for mental health issues. 
Farmers can pop in to the 
clinic – which is located 
next to the auction ring – 
with no prior appointment 
and speak to a nurse in 
confidence. 
The clinic has been set up 
thanks to the support of 
various local bodies who 

have formed the Health 
Club Steering Group, 
including: Greenslade 
Taylor Hunt; Mole Valley 
Farmers, The Western 
Lions Club, The Somerset 
NHS Partnership, Farm 
Community Network (FCN), 
Bridgwater Agricultural 
Society and R.A.B.I. 
To date, around £19,500 
has been raised by the 
steering group to fund the 
health room. This is enough 
to pay for a nurse and a 

receptionist to run the clinic 
every fortnight for a couple 
of years. However, the aim 
is raise more funds to make 
it a weekly service.  
Health professionals are 
being sourced from the NHS 
with the support of the NHS 
Somerset Partnership. If the 
service proves a success, 
the aim is to have it funded 
by the NHS – which will 
enable an even greater 
range of services to be 
offered.  

Trustees formally recognised the dedication of Manson House 
employee Marion Bryant at the recent AGM. Marion has worked 
at the care home for an incredible 40 years. She first applied for 
a job at Manson when her son Richard was nine months old – 
the vacancy was for a carer, but Marion was asked if she could 
cook? She’s been creating delicious meals in the kitchen ever 
since, with shepherd’s pie, apple crumble and roast chicken 
dinners particular favourites.  
Away from work, Marion can often be found at Portman Road 
with husband of 45 years Terry, supporting Ipswich Town Football 
Club. Marion was presented with vouchers and a long service 
award at the AGM and plans to buy some garden furniture. 
She is pictured with Lord Plumb, left and trustee Stephen Miles, 
chairman of the Manson House committee.

Why we do what we 
do: an open letter 
“When I first joined the Montgomeryshire 
committee in 1998 I didn’t envisage still being 
involved 20 years later. 
“Joan’s words, above, are probably familiar to 
other R.A.B.I supporters and they made each of 
us think about why we love being involved with 
this charity so much.  
“We like having the chance to make a 
difference in our community, not only by raising 
money but also by ‘getting the R.A.B.I name out 
there’ and having fun in the process. We all have 
links to agriculture and the farming industry, so 
R.A.B.I is a cause close to our hearts and one that 
we all believe in.  
“One hundred per cent of the money we raise 
goes to the people who need it, and that means 
a lot. It means that the time we spend helping 
R.A.B.I is worthwhile. Volunteering for R.A.B.I has 
provided us with some fantastic opportunities. 
We have done all sorts of things including running 
the London 10k, climbing to the summit of 
Snowdon for the first time (in our forties),  
welly-wanging and attending a service at 
Westminster Abbey. 
“Regardless of the venue or the occasion we 
have met some lovely people along the way. 
Whether we’re shaking hands with HRH The Duke 
of Gloucester at the AGM, or giving a sausage 
roll to Mr Davies at the Llanidloes Tractor run, we 
all have something in common. 
“Within our lifetimes we will continue to witness 
huge changes within the farming industry, but 
the need for charitable organisations like R.A.B.I 
won’t go away. Ann still remembers the words of 
Elfryn Daniels, a member of the Carmarthenshire 
R.A.B.I committee, speaking at the charity’s 
AGM five years ago. In farming, just as in life 
itself, now and again there are occasions when 
catastrophic events can and do happen – which 
can overtake individuals, whole families, and 
sometimes whole districts or areas, over which 
they have very little or no control at all. There but 
for the grace of God go you and I. That’s why it 
is so important that R.A.B.I exists, to assist people 
from our farming world in times of exceptional 
need and distress.” 
 
By Ann Robinson, Joan Watkins, Susan 
Jones and Tricia Jones, members of R.A.B.I’s 
Montgomeryshire committee
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JCB director is guest speaker at 
158th AGM / annual conference 

Around 220 people attended 
R.A.B.I’s AGM / annual 
conference in Oxfordshire, which 
brought together staff, trustees, 
committee members, volunteers 
and supporters from various 
sectors across England and 
Wales.  
R.A.B.I chairman Malcolm Thomas 
welcomed everyone, before 
introducing guest speaker Max 
Jeffery, director of learning & 
development at JCB.  
Earlier this year, a bespoke JCB 
loadall built by 68 apprentices 
raised £74,000 at auction for 
R.A.B.I and the Louise Hartley 
Memorial Fund.   
Max first encountered JCB at 
a school careers evening and 
began an undergraduate 
sponsorship programme in 1992, 
receiving a bursary to study 

both A Levels and a degree 
in mechanical engineering at 
Loughborough University. He’s 
worked in many areas of the JCB 
business but is now responsible 
for the recruitment of all young 
people into the organisation and 
the technical and management 
development programmes run 
across the company globally.  
He spoke eloquently about his 
work at JCB, ‘pairing up the next 
generation with the present to 
keep the best of the past and 
bring in the new’. 
He said: “There are many parallels 
between JCB and R.A.B.I. The 
work you do is astonishing and it’s 
a genuine privilege to be here. 
“Like an iceberg, you see lots of 
things going on at the top but 
beneath the surface there is so 
much more going on.”

LEFT: Max Jeffery, JCB director of learning & 
development and R.A.B.I CEO Paul Burrows. 
RIGHT: Guests at the Oxfordshire event. 
BELOW: R.A.B.I operations manager Kris Band 
and JCB apprentices scheme leader Chris 
Morris. All photos: Kevin Milner 

LEFT: R.A.B.I regional welfare officer Lindsey Churchill, 
centre, chats to guests. BELOW LEFT: Regional manager 
Kate Jones with welfare officer Chloe Rigler. BELOW: 
Supporters Catherine Baddeley and Sophie Baugh-Jones. 

107476 RABI NEWS SUMMER HIGHER RES.indd   4 18/06/2018   11:24



Find us on Facebook.com/rabicharity1 5

Regional Welfare Officers  
Find out what we can do for you today by calling 0808 281 9490

TOM ARMSTRONG 
NORTH
Northumberland, Durham, Scotland 
 
  
JOHN BASNETT
NORTH EAST  
North & West Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Tyne & Wear
 
 
JACKIE CLEGG 
NORTH WEST 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, Merseyside
 
 
LOUISE WILKINSON 
LINCOLNSHIRE + 
Lincolnshire, East Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire
 
 
CAROLINE HARRISON
HEART OF ENGLAND  
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, West Midlands 
 
 
MEL JONES
NORTH WALES & SHROPSHIRE
Anglesey, Conwy, Caernarfon, Denbighshire, Flintshire, 
Merionethshire, Shropshire, North Powys
 
 
ELONWY WILLIAMS     
SOUTH WEST WALES 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire 
 
 
 
CLAIRE CRICHARD 
SOUTH EAST WALES & BORDERS
Brecon & Radnor, Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, 
Worcestershire, North Gloucestershire, Herefordshire

CATHY DENSLOW 
SOUTH 
South Somerset, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
 
 
LINDSEY CHURCHILL 
SOUTH CENTRAL  
Oxfordshire, Wiltshire, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire  

 
 
SALLY HUBBARD 
EAST  
Suffolk, Norfolk
 
 
CHRIS HARVEY  
EAST CENTRAL  
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire  
 
 
PAT DOBSON
SOUTH EAST  
Berkshire, West and East Sussex, Kent, Essex, Surrey,  
Middlesex, London
 
 
CHLOE RIGLER
SOUTH WEST  
Cornwall, Devon  

All enquiries to our welfare department will be handled in confidence

Agricultural lawyer voted onto council of trustees 
Agricultural lawyer 
Sue Lister, left, was 
formally elected onto 
the council of trustees 
at the AGM. Sue was 
originally co-opted to 
serve as a trustee at the 
end of 2017. She has 
worked for Kent-based 
law firm Thomson Snell 
& Passmore since 
1999 and is Head of 
Agricultural and Rural 
Affairs. She has a 

wealth of experience 
in managing property 
portfolios, advising on 
agricultural tenancies 
and providing 
guidance on other 
agricultural property 
issues. She said: “It’s 
quite clear to me that 
the organisation is very 
well run and efficient at 
all levels. I look forward 
to working with you, 
and for you.”

LEFT: R.A.B.I’s council 
of trustees, left to 
right, Stephen Miles, 
Malcolm Thomas, 
John Stanley, Sue 
Lister, James Orme, 
Jeremy Lewis, Jo 
Turnbull, John Hoskin, 
Jeanette Dawson, 
Joshua Hosier, Chris 
D’Olley and Richard 
Binning.  
TOP RIGHT: Trustee 
Richard Binning, 
centre, with guests. 

107476 RABI NEWS SUMMER HIGHER RES.indd   5 18/06/2018   11:24



6

R.A.B.I’s annual awards 
recognise dedication, 
loyalty and skill in both 
fundraising and raising 
awareness. 
At this year’s Oxfordshire 
AGM/ conference, Guy 
Smith, deputy president, 
accepted the Dennis 
Brown Shield on behalf 
of the NFU. This award 
is presented to the 
organisation that ‘makes 
the greatest contribution 
to R.A.B.I by raising the 
most money and / or 
awareness’. 
The NFU network has 
given staunch support 
for many years, providing 
stand space at their 
annual conference 
and offering fundraising 
opportunities at their gala 
conference dinner in 
Birmingham. A free prize 
draw at the conference 
has raised £25,425 over 
the past three years. 
Paige Dalby collected 
the YFC Cup. Paige 
has been a member of 
Escrick YFC since she was 
16 and has organised 
rallies, stock judging 
competitions, dinners 
and parties. Now, she is 
equally committed to 
serving on R.A.B.I’s North 
Yorkshire committee. Not 
only did she abseil down 
the Larpool Viaduct to 
raise money for R.A.B.I – 
she also helped organise 
a ‘Strictly’ style dinner 
& dance at the Old 
Swan Hotel in Harrogate, 
securing sponsorship 
for the event from her 
employer Farmers & 
Mercantile. Cajoled into 

taking part as a dancer, 
she even waltzed off 
with the Glitterball Trophy 
with dance partner Sam 
Ullyott.       
The Beaufort Shield went 
to the Kent committee, 
who brought in more 
than £81,000 in 2017. They 
organised an extensive 
and varied programme 
of events and were 
particularly influential in 
ensuring the charity’s 
Farmhouse Breakfast 
campaign was a big 
success.   

Annual awards for excellence

ABOVE: The 2018 award winners. All photos: Kevin Milner 

Lord Plumb with Paige Dalby. Guy Smith of the NFU. 

ABOVE: Lord Plumb presents Kent committee members with 
the Beaufort Shield. BELOW: Lord Plumb with representatives 
from the Carmarthenshire committee, R.A.B.I cup winners. 

Joan Watkins, with husband 
Glyn.

ABOVE: Lord Plumb and 
Christine Downes. BELOW: 
Jenny Gray.
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The Worcestershire committee 
deservedly won the Hunter Farm Cup, 
presented to the person or committee 
that ‘raises the most money and / or 
awareness through a regular event’. 
Last year’s Worcestershire dinner at 
the county cricket club attracted 180 
guests and raised £5,100. 
Gerard Poulter, accepting the trophy, 
dedicated the award to Hugh 
Hughes for his considerable efforts in 
Worcestershire over many years.   
Hugh passed away in March. 
Regional manager Kate Jones, 
who knew him well, said: “He was a 
lovely man who always made me 
feel so welcome at Worcestershire 
committee meetings. Hugh was 
chairman for 10 years, stepping 
down in 2007. He remained on the 
committee and continued to support 
us, despite moving with his wife Olwen 
to Pwllheli.” 
The Cumbria committee picked up 
the Sam Taylor Cup for organising 
the Bonfire Ball – an event 12 months 
in the planning, which took place at 
the Heather Glen Country House in 

Ainstable last November. More than 
130 guests helped raise a whopping 
£9,570 and the event was so well 
promoted that tickets sold out five 
months in advance.  
The R.A.B.I Cup is awarded to the 
most progressive county committee 
in England and Wales and the 
Carmarthenshire committee scooped 
the prize this time around. In 2017, 
members raised £18,500 from a 
number of wide-ranging events.
Fundraisers from the Ceredigion 
committee earned the Bryn Davies 
Bowl, awarded to ‘the individual, 
organisation, company or club which 

makes the greatest contribution to 
R.A.B.I in Wales’. Under the watchful 
eye of chair Frances Jones, they 
organised eight events, including a 
beef dinner, duck race and quizzes, 
generating £14,000. Committee 
members also represented R.A.B.I at 
every agricultural show in Ceredigion, 
no mean feat as there were 14 of 
them.    

Worcestershire 
winners pay 
tribute to Hugh

Ten regional awards were also presented to those who, in the 
opinion of the panel, deserved special recognition. 
 
Regional winners were:   
North West: Phil Smallwood, Cheshire
North East: North Yorkshire Committee, Strictly Dinner Dance 
Wales: Lorraine Williams, Carmarthenshire
North Wales & Warwickshire: Joan Watkins, Montgomeryshire
West Midlands: Christine Downes, Shropshire
East Midlands: Willum Butterfield, Northamptonshire
East: Peter Hickling, Essex
South Central: Andrew Cozens, Gloucestershire
South West: Nick Bragg, Somerset
South East: Jenny Gray, Hampshire

Nick Bragg, left and wife Claire, second from right, 
present a cheque for £5,750 to R.A.B.I regional manager 
Pam Wills and chairman Malcolm Thomas. 

Andrew Cozens.Lord Plumb and Peter Hickling. 

FAR 
LEFT: Phil 
Smallwood. 
LEFT: 
Lorraine 
Williams. 

ABOVE LEFT: Worcestershire’s David 
Glover and Gerard Poulter with Lord 
Plumb. ABOVE: Cumbria chair Laura 
Wilson accepts the Sam Taylor Cup. 

Representatives of the Ceredigion 
committee receive the Bryn Davies Bowl. 
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Great British Beef Week was back 
with a bang in April, running from 
St George’s Day on the 23rd to 
the 30th.  
This year’s campaign promoted 
the best of British beef with a 
focus on the benefits of eating 
thin cut steaks. As charity partner, 
R.A.B.I was heavily involved 
promoting the campaign, in 
conjunction with organisers, 
Ladies in Beef. Various R.A.B.I 
fundraisers were held up and 
down the country.  
Minette Batters, NFU president, 
co-founder of Ladies in Beef and 
R.A.B.I supporter, said: “There has 
never been a more important 
time for us as farmers to be 
actively engaged and reaching 
out to our consumers.” 
Great British Beef Week was 
supported by many food service 
and trade industries, including 
retailers such as M&S and 
Waitrose. 
Widespread media coverage for 
the campaign included articles 
in national titles including The Sun 
and The Daily Mail. Matt Tebbutt 
also gave the campaign a plug 
on BBC 1’s weekend cooking 
programme ‘Saturday Kitchen’.   
Ladies in Beef co-founder Jill 
Greed hosted a promotional 
event on her Devon farm with 100 
top chefs and even promoted 
‘Beef Week’ in Parliament, 
where she was giving evidence 
for a Defra committee health 
and harmony command paper 
(looking into the future of 
agricultural support after leaving 
the EU).  

• The Cawthorne Club 
near Barnsley held 
a Great British Beef 
Week South Yorkshire 
pub quiz, hosted 
by Paul Dela Ross. 
Many new supporters 
attended, including 
representatives from the 
Penistone and Emley 
shows. The evening 
generated £350.  

• The Bell Hotel in 
Winslow hosted a Great 
British Beef Week supper 
on St George’s Day, 
which raised £600. 
Parrott Brothers, based 
in Whitchurch, put up a 
wonderful raffle prize, 
while The Bell Hotel 
offered two dining 
vouchers for three-
course meals. 

• The East Yorkshire 
committee organised 

a beef dinner at the 
Railway Inn near Hull 
for 87 guests and raised 
£1,000. During the 
evening, William Lamb, 
a committee member 
until last year, presented 
former colleagues with a 
further cheque for £1,000 
from the Provincial 
Grand Mark Lodge. 

• For the fourth 
consecutive year, 
Nick and Claire Bragg 
of Frogmary Green 
Farm hosted a beef 
dinner. This year, the 
Somerset event raised 
the magnificent sum 
of £5,750. Jilly Greed 
was the guest speaker 
and talked about the 

importance of beef 
production for the 
farming industry and the 
health benefits of eating 
beef. R.A.B.I chairman 
Malcolm Thomas and 
deputy chairman James 
Orme also attended, 
with Malcolm speaking 
about the charity’s work.  

• A beef supper at 
Kingston Maurward 
College in Dorset was 
attended by 50 guests 
and raised more than 
£1,500.  
The beef was donated 
by Langton Arms 
Butchery and the 
Cossins family and 
beautifully prepared by 
the college chef.

A flavour of the week’s campaign events

Steak holders lead 
the way!

ABOVE: Members of Ladies 
in Beef with R.A.B.I corporate 
development manager Suzy 
Deeley, second right. RIGHT: Matt 
Tebbutt, host of Saturday Kitchen. 

BELOW: left to right, East Yorkshire committee 
members Alan Duggleby, Nicki Hepworth, Liz Newton, 
William Lamb (retired from committee last year) 
Jenny Jenkinson, Sally Conner (R.A.B.I regional 
manager) and Michelle Jagger.
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I first came to Oxfordshire, 
a brash little Londoner, 
aged 17, in 1947, to be a 
land girl – along with 19 
other brash Londoners. 
Up until then, most of us 
had lived in council flats, 
without even a window 
box. What on earth made 
us think we could work on 
a farm?  
“We lived in hostels and 
were transported daily 
to work. At first I did field 
work, but then I asked to 
be trained to milk cows 
as I thought this would be 
more interesting, as indeed 
it was.  
“In 1949 I met my husband 
to be, William, on the farm 
where he had lived for 
most of his life. His father 
was head cowman and 
William was a tractor 
driver/mechanic. After 
being invited to go the 
pictures, our friendship 
flourished and we married 
in 1951. We were given a 
little renovated cottage 
on the same farm and I 
learned to love the gentler 
ways of the countryside. I 
had left the Land Army by 
this time and was a stay at 
home wife. In due course 
we had two children and 
life was oh so simple…  

“On January 1 1960 we 
moved to Tackley, a village 
between Oxford and 
Banbury, where William 
acquired the position of 
full-time farm mechanic 
on the 900-acre Tackley 
Estate. In 1964 our little 
afterthought arrived, a 
baby girl and third child. 
“After 30 years working as 
the farm mechanic, William 
retired and the Tackley 
Estate joined a Shared 
Farming Partnership. Thus 

the workshop was closed 
and machinery sold. It 
was at this time, at the 
age of 67, that William’s ill 
health began with a leaky 
heart valve. In 1997 it was 
replaced but after a few 
years of reasonable health 
the other main heart valve 
became affected. By 2004 
he had to resort to using 
a mobility scooter to get 
around.  
“One morning, on Radio 
Oxfordshire, I heard 
Tony McMahon (former 
CEO) talking about the 
work R.A.B.I did, helping 
members of the farming 

community. We 
contacted R.A.B.I. 
to see if they could 
assist us with the 
cost of the mobility 
scooter. 
They 
responded 
very quickly 
and we 
were given 
regular 
quarterly 

grants, winter 
allowances, help 
with telephone line 
rental costs and 
wonderful hampers 
for birthdays and 
Christmas. The grants 
increased over the 
years along with 
inflation, so we 
did not lose out to 
the rising cost of 
living. The grant we 
received helped run 
my little car, as my 
husband could no 

longer drive. It enabled 
us to go shopping and 
visit other parts of the 
countryside as well as a 
day’s fishing, a lifelong 
hobby for my husband.  
“Sadly, William passed 
away seven years ago at 
the age of 87. He had a 
very rich and rewarding 
life, doing a job he loved, 
surrounded by his family. 
In his later years we were 
cared for and supported 
by R.A.B.I. This meant so 
much to both of us.  
“R.A.B.I. continues to 
help and support me, as 
a widow, with the same 
benefits and grants, for 
which I am most grateful. 
I know that R.A.B.I will be 
there for me should a crisis 
arise in my life.

How Londoner Joan fell in 
love with the countryside
“

Messages 
of thanks 

“Your letter arrived on 
Easter Saturday March 31 
and what a gift we have 
been given, one that has 
immediately restored our 
faith in human nature 
and lifted a weight off 
our shoulders. Because 
of R.A.B.I’s generosity 
we will no longer be 
worried about how 
to cope financially. 
“Equally appreciated 
are your other gifts, 
which make us feel 
that we are fortunate 
enough to belong to a 
wonderful agricultural 
family. Knowing that 
you will always be there 
for us and having the 
continued contact 
with a welfare officer is 
immensely reassuring. 
“Since the officer’s 
visit, my husband has 
regained his self-esteem, 
for all the work he has 
done, particularly in the 
last 29 years. Before, 
he felt unappreciated 
and worthless and was 
struggling to cope with 
the situation and the 
future.  
“Our very grateful 
thanks to you all for 
recognising that there 
is a need for support in 
the countryside in these 
difficult times, and for 
your kindness to us.”

“A note to remind you 
how grateful I am for the 
help you have given me. 
The financial help has 
been most welcome and 
much needed but the 
hope for the future that 
you have given me has 
saved my life.” 

R.A.B.I continues to 
help and support me 
as a widow. I know 
R.A.B.I will be there 
for me should a crisis 
arise in my life.” 

“ 

ABOVE: Joan Ackrill, right, with R.A.B.I CEO Paul Burrows 
and head of welfare Trish Pickford at this year’s AGM / 
conference, where she shared her story.  
BELOW: Joan, pictured at the conference.   

”
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Supporting  rural communities 
through ever-changing seasons
For many in farming, the first half of 2018 has 
been tough.   

In some regions, persistent and heavy rains 
followed on swiftly from extreme snowfalls 
– and to make matters worse, a lot of these 
weather-related problems came whilst 
people were in the midst of lambing and 
calving. Feeding animals and planting crops 
became an arduous job in the face of fodder 
shortages and flooding. 

R.A.B.I has welfare officers across England and 
Wales who understand the difficulties people 
in farming often encounter. 
 
One of our welfare officers, for example, 
reported in April that many people in his 
area had lost sheep in snow drifts and were 
dreading the prospect of lambing. Numbers 
were down, having a knock-on effect later in 
the year when they came to sell their stock. A 
long, wet winter also meant extra feed costs, 
an expense farmers wouldn’t normally expect 
to have in spring.  
 
Weather-related problems can last long 
after the rains have ceased, the clouds have 
parted and the sun has emerged. Even now, 
you might feel like you’re still playing  
catch-up from what went on during the winter 
and early spring? 
 
During difficult times, R.A.B.I can help those 
in financial need by providing grants for 
domestic and household expenses. While we 
cannot help specifically with business costs, if 
the harsh winter has left you, or someone you 
know who works in farming, unable to pay 
household bills please get in touch.  
 
Rest assured, your call will be handled with 
discretion and we’ll do what we can to help, 
tailoring our support to suit your needs.

What have you got to lose by giving us a call 
today? 

Call our confidential 
Freephone Helpline  
0808 281 9490 or email 
grants@rabi.org.uk  

Photo: Kathy Birkinshaw
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There’s still time to enter 
a competition to win a 
brand new Krone baler. 
To celebrate 40 years of 
producing round balers, 
Krone UK is raffling off a 
Comprima F155 XC round 
baler to raise money for 
R.A.B.I and the Farming 
Community Network.  
The baler, worth around 
£43k, is currently going 
around the summer 
shows and R.A.B.I has 
enjoyed some successful 
days selling tickets with 
the Krone team at Royal 
Welsh Grassland and the 
Leicester Countryside race 
meeting.  
Krone was founded in 

Germany in 1906. Following 
many years of growth 
and expansion, Krone UK 
was established in 2009 
– supplying innovative, 
performance-engineered 
equipment that has 
become the benchmark 
in the hay and forage 
industry. 
Tickets, costing £3, will 
be available from Krone 
stands at shows and 
through the Krone dealer 
network. They’ll also be 
available from R.A.B.I show 
stands and online at www.
winabaler.com 
The draw will be made at 
Countryside Live on Friday 
August 3. 

Still time to win a new Krone baler

Matt Baker presents Ceva 
animal welfare awards 
The University of 
Nottingham Dairy Herd 
Health Group won the 
Farm Animal Welfare 
Award at Ceva’s Animal 
Welfare Awards 2018.  
Representatives 
Chris Hudson and 
John Remnant were 
presented with their 
prize by TV presenter, 
Matt Baker (right) 
and retired veterinary 
surgeon, Chris Laurence 
MBE (left).  
Also pictured is R.A.B.I 
corporate development 

manager Suzy Deeley. 
R.A.B.I and the National 
Animal Disease 
Information Service 
(NADIS) co-sponsor the 
award. 
The award was 
presented at a glittering 
ceremony in The 
Mercian Suite at the 
Birmingham Conference 
& Events Centre in 
Birmingham on April 4 
in the run up to BSAVA 
(British Small Animal 
Veterinary Association) 
Congress. 

Company employees gain peak fitness
Employees from 
Emerald Biogas 
Ltd and Warrens 
Group (pictured) 
formed a team 
to tackle the 
challenge of the 
Yorkshire Three 
Peaks on Saturday 
May 5.   
They climbed 

to the summits 
of Pen-y-Ghent, 
Whernside and 
Ingleborough 
inside 12 hours 
to raise money 
for R.A.B.I and 
the St Andrew’s 
Primary School 
in South Church, 
County Durham 

(supporting the 
free breakfast 
club). Their efforts 
brought in £3,800, 
including gift 
aid, to be split 
between the two 
organisations. 
Thanks to all for 
their generous 
support.

Want to receive R.A.B.I news? Contact Rob Harris at rob.harris@rabi.org.uk or phone 01865 811600 11

Comexposium 
Haymarket has once 
again chosen R.A.B.I 
to be show charity at 
Fruit Focus on July 25 at 
the NIAB East Malling 
Research Centre in 
Kent.  Fruit Focus brings 

together more than 
1,300 growers and 
industry professionals 
and provides a unique 
opportunity to share 
information on the 
latest technologies and 
industry developments.

Focus on fruit at the Malling Centre

Memorial service at Dorchester Abbey
Former trustee and chairman 
of R.A.B.I.’s welfare grants 
committee, Roy Walker, sadly 
passed away on Boxing Day 
2017.  
Roy was appointed a trustee 
back in the 1990s and was a 
regular visitor to Shaw House. 
He was also a trustee of the 
Cave Foundation, which over 

the years has given generous 
grants to support R.A.B.I’s 
work.  
A memorial service for Roy 
will be held in Oxfordshire 
at Dorchester Abbey, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, on 
Monday July 9 and friends 
are welcome to attend. The 
service will begin at 2pm.
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Making time for 
a good breakfast 
Agri Advisor, who 
named R.A.B.I as its 
charity of the year 
for 2018, hosted a 
farmhouse breakfast 
event in April which 
raised £895.   
Specialising in 
providing dedicated 
legal and advisory 
services to farmers, 
landowners and 
people in rural areas, 
Agri Advisor was 
established in 2011 
by Dr Nerys Llewelyn 
Jones from her home 
farm in Henllan, 
Pumsaint. The firm now 
has offices in Pumsaint, 
Welshpool and Cardiff.    
Nerys, who remains 
a managing partner, 
said: “We’re delighted 
to offer our support to 
R.A.B.I. We’ve always 
had close ties with the 
charity and are looking 
forward to building on 
relationships this year 
with various fundraisers 
already scheduled. It 

is also good to know 
that every penny 
we raise will be used 
to support farming 
people in financial 
hardship.”   
The breakfast event 
was held at the firm’s 
head office at Llys y 
Llan, Pumsaint. 

• Committee 
members and 
supporters organised 
and served at a 
farmhouse breakfast 
event in Carlisle, 
hosted by law firm 
Cartmell Shepherd. 
Forty guests enjoyed 
breakfast and raised 
£760, which included 
£250 from Yorkshire 
Clydesdale. 

• A business breakfast 
at the Gloucester 
Farmers Club raised 
£409 for R.A.B.I and 
Gloucestershire 
Farming Friends.

ABOVE: 
Carmarthenshire 
committee 
volunteers 
organised and 
cooked breakfast 
at Agri Advisor.   
RIGHT: Sue 
Pullen of 
Gloucestershire 
Farming Friends 
and Vicki Hewlett, 
Gloucestershire 
R.A.B.I 
committee 
member.
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R.A.B.I has county committees across England and Wales, who work at a local 
level to raise awareness of the charity as well as funds. Committees are the 
lifeblood of R.A.B.I and we very much value the time and effort that people put 
into supporting us.   

Regional News  

Annabel sets a personal best!
Annabel James, an 
agricultural consultant 
from Suffolk, completed 
the London marathon in 4 
hrs 12mins to raise around 
£5,300. 
Annabel (pictured) said: 
“It was the hardest thing 
I’ve ever done, but I’m 
pleased I’ve done it. 
Having everyone around – 
all the runners and people 
cheering us on – really did 
help.” 
Annabel works for 
Landmark Systems, 
providing accounts and 
crop recording software to 
farms across East Anglia.  
She said: “I work with 
farmers, I live on a farm, my 
partner is a farmer, and my 
grandparents were farmers. 
It’s in my blood, so R.A.B.I 
was a natural choice. 

“I was surprised to learn 
that Suffolk was one of the 
counties where R.A.B.I gave 
the most help in 2017. I 
never would have thought 
that where I live would 
be so high on the list. It 
just goes to show that you 
never know what battles 
other people may be 
fighting.” 
Annabel also raised funds 
with a hoedown party, an 
auction and a raffle. She 
secured sponsorship from 
a number of agricultural 
companies, including 
Massey Ferguson, TNS and 
Farmer’s Weekly. She more 
than doubled her initial 
fundraising target of £2,500. 
“I’m really grateful for 
everyone who supported 
me and donated,” she 
added. 

Chance to meet chair in Sussex countryside

Fifty supporters attended a 
‘meet the chairman’ event 
at Plumpton College in 
East Sussex (pictured).  
Jeremy Kerswell, Plumpton 
College principal, spoke 
about his plans for the 
future of the college and 
its work with land-based 

industries. Guest speaker 
Elizabeth Buchanan 
focused passionately on 
the farming industry and 
the future challenges 
it faces. R.A.B.I welfare 
officer Pat Dobson gave 
an insight into her work in 
the region, while Malcolm 

Thomas, R.A.B.I chairman, 
provided an overview of 
the charity, its work and 
its role within the farming 
community. Sally Field, 
R.A.B.I regional manager 
for the South East, said: “It 
was a really interesting 
day, thoroughly enjoyed 

by all who attended. 
“After lunch, many of 
us went on a tour of the 
college’s viticulture area 
and saw how courses are 
run and wine is made.  
“It was a most enjoyable 
day in the  Sussex 
countryside.”
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Triathlon for Shropshire supporter, 72

 A glorious day at the 
Essex YFC Show saw 
committee members 
raise £1,472 via raffle. 
Prizes included £100 in 
cash, a Tiptree hamper, 
a Christmas turkey 
voucher and a Wool 
Room throw.

Turkey and cash Bounty for Ann’s Gang
Winners of the Lancashire treasure 
hunt get to set the course the following 
year. Rachel and James Carr sent 
participants on a 48-mile journey 
around the Forest of Bowland on a 
beautiful sunny evening. Seventeen 
cars (and 70 people) took part, with 
Ann’s Gang (pictured) triumphing. The 
evening, which raised £230, ended with 
supper at the Hark to Bounty pub.

Brave run to finish 
after fall from bike
A 72-year-old farmer who 
crashed his bicycle during 
a 35-mile endurance event 
managed to complete the 
course despite being injured. 
Livestock farmer and 
Shropshire committee 
member Mervin Mullard, of 
Bishop’s Castle (pictured), 
completed the Montgomery 
Canal Triathlon to raise funds 
for R.A.B.I – and despite the 
setbacks is on route to hit his 
£500 target.  
He went over the handlebars 
of his bike at the halfway 
stage injuring his shoulder 
and knees but dusted himself 
off and got back in the 
saddle.With the end of the 
17-mile cycle ride in sight, 
he suffered a puncture that 
could not be fixed so called 
for an emergency bicycle to 
complete the first stage.   
He then ran 11 miles from Pool 
Quay to Morton in sweltering 
temperatures before 
completing the last seven 
miles in a canoe, crossing the 
finish line at Lower Frankton. 
Mervin, who used the South 
Shropshire Hills as his training 
ground, joined more than 
200 athletes for the 35-mile 
endurance event in May.  
He said: “The triathlon was 
made up of a cycle ride, run 

and then canoe to the finish 
but at the halfway stage 
of the ride I went over the 
handlebars. 
“I got back on but then had 
a puncture that couldn’t be 
fixed, around three quarters of 
the way through, so the hunt 
was then on for a new bike. 
“I ran with the damaged 
bicycle to meet my son-in-law, 
Darren, at Welshpool’s Tesco 
supermarket, swapped them 
and was on my way.  
“I have a few big bruises and 
the one on my knees still hurts 
but I’m recovering well.  
“I had to carry on though, 
I said I’d finish it and that’s 
exactly what I did and it was 
worth it as it was for such a 
good cause.” 

Sipping Prosecco in sunshine 
and watching cygnets hatch

Ian and Mary Reay 
opened their sublime 
gardens at Eden Lea, 
Culgaith, Cumbria to 
the public, as a tribute 
to their late friend 
Christine Coulthard. 
Around 170 people 
explored the fabulous 
gardens, sipping 
Prosecco and enjoying 

acre upon acre of 
mature gardens, 
woodland, rolling lawns 
and three lakes. The 
show was well and truly 
stolen by the sight of 
the resident family of 
swans with seven newly 
hatched cygnets. The 
day raised more than 
£2,000 for R.A.B.I.

College runs gun dog day 
Michelle Nudds, South 
East regional officer for 
the British Association 
for Shooting and 
Conservation (BASC), 
arranged her first 
gun dog day at the 
Berkshire College of 
Agriculture.  

Catherine Tytherleigh 
and Elizabeth Hadden, 
who both work at 
the college, helped 
organise events, along 
with Allan Hender from 
the West Berkshire 
Gundog Club. The day 
raised £400.

Magical display from Ward’s Wizards 
Pictured are the winners at the Headlam Hall golf day in 
Durham, which raised more than £1,200. Ward’s Wizards 
triumphed with 40 points.

 

Strong links with Pembrokeshire NFU 
Pembrokeshire NFU presented a cheque for £1,750 to 
Emily Davies (chair) & Katie Davies (vice-chair) of the 
Pembrokeshire Ladies Committee. The money was raised 
at the Pembrokeshire NFU centenary dinner. 
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The Wonderers see 
off 24 rival teams 

More than £2,000 was 
raised by the Derbyshire 
committee at a preview 
fine art night.  
The event, spearheaded 
by committee member 
Sue Hall, was held 
at the Hansons 
Auction Centre in 
Etwall.  
Ruth Bamford 
from Barclays 
(also a committee 
member) organised 
match funding.   
The auction centre 
was set up by 
auctioneer Charles 
Hanson, a regular 
on TV shows such as 
Bargain Hunt and 
Antiques Road Trip.  
More than 60 
people attended to 
view items from the 

upcoming Hansons fine art 
auction.  
Guests also had the 
chance to get their own 
items valued.  
Pictured, left to right, are: 

Adrian Stevenson, Jim 
Spencer, Adrian Rathbone 
and Rachael Morely 
(all from Hansons) and 
Angela Sargent, Sarah 
Booth, Ruth Bamford, 

John Hall, Mary Maud, 
Bill Dilks, David Boddy, 
Alan Griggs, Kate Sutton, 
and Malcolm Sutton 
(Derbyshire committee 
representatives). 

Backing from Hansons is invaluable

70th anniversary for the Countrywide girls

Preview night at TV bargain hunter’s centre

The Country Women Countrywide and Farm Women Club held a 70th anniversary lunch 
at the Spur Inn pub near Arundel. Over the years, the club has raised thousands of 
pounds for R.A.B.I and regional manager Sally Field attended the lunch.

Rover owners say thank you

East Tuddenham Village 
Hall was the venue for 
Norfolk’s annual quiz and 
supper night. Twenty-five 
teams took part and the 
hall was at maximum 
capacity. Emma Youngs 
was quizmaster, compiling 
a great mix of questions, 
and the committee 
served cheese and pate 
ploughmen’s suppers 
and homemade cakes 
during the interval. The 
night raised £2,078. 
Winning team was Bolton 
Wonderers, just ahead of 
Savills, with Daffy Green in 
third spot.

The Shropshire 
committee’s annual 
quiz at Hadnall Village 
Hall, near Shrewsbury 
attracted 19 teams 
and raised £1,000. 

Quizmaster 
Mervin Mullard 
set some fiendish 
rounds, including 
a picture round 
based on 
European trees 
with only cryptic 
clues to help. 
 The winning 

team comprised 
Eileen Baylis, Lyn 
Adderley, Stephen 
Baylis and Shirley 
Davies (pictured). 

The Southern 
Rover Owners 
Club, based in 
Ashford Kent, 
raised £400 for 
R.A.B.I at their 
charity event 
at Copford 
Farm in Horam. 
The money was 
presented to 
Kent chairman 
Charles 
Tassell (right) at 
a club meeting. 

Graham Bridgland, 
competition 
secretary for the 

club, said: “The idea 
of raising money for 
R.A.B.I was proposed 
by the owner of 
Copford Farm and 
our retiring president 
Alex Gingell, who 
also donated his 
land fees.  
“Alex’s suggestion 
seemed very apt 
as all of our trialling 
takes place with the 
generosity of our 
farmer hosts.”

Cryptic tree spotting 
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RWAS goodwill provides lasting benefits
Lambing live is a big hit
Susan and Justin Harmer opened their 
farm at Offham, near Lewes, to the 
public during the Easter school holidays 
for families to see ‘lambing live’. Over 
two weekends, £850.81 was raised for 
R.A.B.I. Many children wanted to take 
lambs home with them and plenty saw 
new lambs born. Pictured are Ella, Lucy 
and Zoe.

200th anniversary generates £20k

After holding a 200th anniversary 
year dinner, North West Auctions 
donated more than £20,000 to two 
charities, R.A.B.I and the North West Air 
Ambulance. Both received cheques for 
£10,176. Around 500 guests attended 
the dinner in the newly-built exhibition 
hall at the J36 Rural Auction Centre in 
Crooklands. John Drinkall, chairman of 
the L&K Group, said: “2018 will be a year 
of celebrations for our company as we 

enter our bi-centenary and this charity 
event has been the perfect start to those 
celebrations. The support we have seen 
exemplifies just what the agricultural and 
wider community does to support two 
amazing and worthwhile charities.” 
Pictured, left to right, are: Georgina 
Lamb, R.A.B.I regional manager, L&K 
chairman John Drinkall, L&K director 
James Dixon and Sarah Thompson from 
the North West Air Ambulance.

Leading the way in 
Welsh agriculture

For more than a century, the 
Royal Welsh Agricultural Society 
(RWAS) has played a leading role 
in the development of agriculture 
and the rural Welsh economy. 
Since 2000, RWAS has donated 
an impressive £22,750 towards 
R.A.B.I’s work in Wales.  
This year, RWAS increased its 
annual donation to R.A.B.I from 
£1,000 to £1,500.  
Linda Jones, R.A.B.I regional 
manager for Wales, said: “The 

Royal Welsh Agricultural Society 
does an outstanding job of 
promoting agriculture in Wales 
and we’re proud of the strong 
links we’ve forged with them over 
many years.” Malcolm Thomas, 
R.A.B.I chairman, added: “The 
money we receive from RWAS 
is greatly appreciated, but so 
is the support and goodwill 
representatives of the organisation 
have given us over the best part of 
two decades.” 

STRONG LINKS: Left to right, Steve Hughson (RWAS chief executive), 
Malcolm Thomas (R.A.B.I chairman), David Lewis (RWAS chair of council), 
Linda Jones (R.A.B.I regional manager, Wales), Becky Davies (R.A.B.I 
regional manager, North Wales & Warwickshire), Cyril Davies (RWAS  
vice-chair of council), John T Davies (RWAS chair of board).

Bedfordshire shoot 
A dozen teams entered the 
Bedfordshire committee’s 
second clay shoot at Sporting 
Targets in Riseley, Bedford. 
The shoot comprised a 40 bird 
sporting / 30 bird flurry format, 
with lunch provided after the 
competition. With support from 
Kramp, Ben Burgess and Brown 
& Co the day raised £1,233. 
Winners on the day were ‘Team 
Piggott’.

Let’s talk about pruning!
The Suffolk committee put on a 
gardening evening at Dennington 
Village Hall and Matt Tanton-Brown, 
manager of The Place of Plants in East 
Bergholt, gave an informative talk on 
pruning and garden safety. The event 
raised £870. 

Battle of Southam
The Battle of Southam was 
brought to life in Eathorpe 
Village Hall in April. The Battle 
of Southam was one of the first 
battles of the English Civil Wars 
and is thought to be the ‘warm 
up’ to the battle of Edge Hill. 
Linda Doyle – author of ‘The 
Battle of Southam 1642’ and 
an expert on the heritage of 
the Southam area – gave a 
talk and hosted a question 
& answer session at the 
Warwickshire hall.
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Somerset trio cycle 245 miles to 
Blackpool in less than 21 hours 

Unique herd launched in wife’s memory 
Themed hampers 
add some gloss
• The Suffolk committee has been 
hosting an annual spring lunch for 
more than 20 years and it’s always 
a popular social occasion. More 
than 100 people attended this 
year’s event at Stradbroke Village 
Hall, generating over £2,500.  
Much of the food was donated 
by local suppliers including Earl 
Soham butcher John Hutton 
(ham and beef), Emma Holland 
(chicken pies) and David and 
Collette Strachan from Marybelle 
(ice cream cake). The committee 
made up three themed hampers 
to raffle and glorious sunshine 
put the gloss on a marvellous 
afternoon. 

• Congratulations to Hampshire 
committee member Jenny Gray 
who received an award from the 
mayor of Winchester for services to 
the community. 

• Admington near Stratford-upon-
Avon was again the venue for a 
Warwickshire fun ride, organised by 
Sue Cook and a team of friends, 
family, colleagues, neighbours and 
other willing volunteers. Over 210 
riders (and horses) took part and 
proceeds will go to R.A.B.I, Breast 
Cancer Care, Lower Quinton 
Church and a number of other 
causes. Sue and her team are 
also helping to organise another 
fun ride on September 9 for the 
Stratford branch of the NFU. 
This ride will benefit R.A.B.I and  
Prostate Cancer UK.  
For further details, or to book your 
place, go to www.facebook.com/
AdmingtonFunRide 
Pictured below are riders in 
Admington. 

Emyr’s British blues add 
colour to market ring 
Following the sale of 
some of his cattle at 
Carlisle Mart in May, 
Powys farmer Emyr 
Wigley has donated 
£8,452.50 to R.A.B.I.  
Emyr has developed a 
unique herd of British 
Blue cattle in memory 
of his late wife, Evelyn. 
The Old Stackyard British 
Blue herd exists solely 
to raise funds for R.A.B.I 
and Ovarian Cancer 
Action.  
Before their retirement, 

the Wigleys, from 
Llansantffraid, used 
to keep a small herd 
of British Blue cattle 
alongside a dairy herd. 
When Evelyn passed 
away in October 2015, 
aged 69, Emyr decided 
to start another herd in 
her memory and began 
buying prime heifers 
from some of the UK’s 
top breeders.  
The couple had 
previously sold their 
farm and built a house 

for their retirement.  
Pictured, left to right, 
are: Andy Rider from 
the British Blue Breed 
Society, R.A.B.I trustee 
Jo Turnbull, Emyr Wigley, 
Jess Vigni, community 
fundraiser at Ovarian 
Cancer Action and 
Heather Pritchard, 
pedigree sales and 
marketing manager at 
auctioneers Harrison 
& Hetherington, who 
kindly agreed to waive 
their auction fee. 

The 2018 annual 
convention of the 
National Federation 
of Young Farmers’ 
Club returned to 
Blackpool in May 
and R.A.B.I regional 
manager Georgina 
Lamb was there, 
manning the stand, 
to ensure R.A.B.I 
had a prominent 
presence. Georgina 
met hundreds of 
conference-goers, 
getting them to pin 
where they had 
travelled from on 
a large map. Three 
young farmers 
from Somerset, 
Tom Pope, Josh 
Fincham and Ben 

Druitt, set off on the 
evening of May 2 
to cycle 245 miles 
from Weston-super-
Mare to Blackpool 
in time for the NYFC 
Conference. The trio 
completed the trip 
in 20 hours and 15 
minutes and were 
supported by Pip 
Cusack, who drove 
the route by car.  
Tom and Joshua 
are members of 
Ilminster YFC, while 
Ben is a member 
of Bridgwater YFC. 
Together, they 
raised more than 
£2,000 for the St 
Margaret’s Hospice 
and R.A.B.I.

ABOVE: R.A.B.I regional manager 
Georgina Lamb with NFYFC 
president Charlotte Smith, a 
Farming Today and Countryfile 
presenter.  
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They’ll be coming ’round the mountains

The Shropshire NFU 
lunch was organised by 
the R.A.B.I’s Shropshire 
committee and generated 
an impressive £7,336.52. 
More than 210 people 
attended the lunch at 
Park Hall, Oswestry on April 
29. Thanks to staff at the 
Oswestry Showground, 
everyone who helped with 
food and drink and all those 
who donated and bought 
auction prizes. Whittington 
and Oswestry YFC members 
generously gave up their 
time to help with serving, 
running the bar and 
washing up too.  
Pictured are some of the 
organisers. 

Shropshire lunch brings in over £7,300
Long walk to Lampeter
• Anwen Davies walked 
21 miles from Aberaeron to 
Lampeter on April 28 to raise 
money for R.A.B.I in memory of 
her grandmother. Anwen said: 
“R.A.B.I is a charity she was very 
passionate about.”

• South Lakes farmer James 
Hadwin gave away high quality 
ewe’s colostrum to anyone 
struggling during the lambing 
season due to the weather. In 
return, all he asked was that 
people should make donations 
to R.A.B.I. James, from Mansergh 
Hall Farm near Kirkby Lonsdale, 
said: “The bad weather meant 
many ewes in the area were in 
bad condition. When ewes are 
poorly the first milk their lambs 
get (colostrum) can be poor 
quality too.” 
The scheme took off on 
Twitter with the hashtag 
#colostrumisgold 
Mr Hadwin added: “I wanted 
to donate money to R.A.B.I 
because they were so good 
when I lost my father 18 months 
ago.”

• South Central regional 
manager Jenni Green gave 
a talk to Witney & Chipping 
Norton NFU members. A dinner 
organised by the group raised 
£407.90 for R.A.B.I.

• The Clwyd fashion show at 
Treuddyn Village Hall raised 
£1,008. It showcased the latest 
clothing from The Barn Boutique, 
based near Wrexham.

YFC volunteers run bar... and clean up

Dyffryn Ial Vintage 
Machinery Club hosted 
a tractor run, which 
went through the Berwyn 
Mountains and popped 
into Llawrbetws Caravan 
Park. The run raised funds 
for various charities, 
with £1,100 presented 
to R.A.B.I’s Clwyd 
committee chairman Glyn 
Coleclough.

Roythornes 
triumphant 
With match 
funding from 
Barclays, more 
than £1,700 was 
raised at a quiz 
in Bourne. Martin 
Newton from 
Barclays was 
quizmaster while 
another Barclays 
employee, Neil 
Davies, helped 
organise the 
event. The 
winning team 
was Roythornes 
(pictured), 
comprising Alex 
Forster, Sarah 
Whitehurst, Peter 
Cusick, Lizzie 
Walters, Matthew 
Day and Victoria 
Walley. Mary 
Maud, R.A.B.I 
regional manager, 
is right of picture.

Having a ball in Darlington Mowden 
Barnard Castle 
NFU helped 
organise a ball 
at the Darlington 
Mowden 
Arena, which 
raised £600 for 
R.A.B.I and the 
Great North Air 
Ambulance. 
The ball was a 
celebration of 
the past 90 years 
of Stockton 

YFC and it was 
a fantastic 
evening of 
food, fun and 
dancing for 165 
guests. Pictured 

are organisers 
Rachel Makin, 
Claire Wase, 
Katie Walton 
and Caroline 
Baker.
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• Devon vice-chairman Philip 
Wrayford and his committee 
colleagues once again rallied local 
farmers to have a spring clear out! 
Tools and machinery deemed ‘junk’ 
was sold off by Rendells Auctioneers 
to raise over £1,500. 

• Over 75 people packed into 
Maisemore Village Hall in March for 
an Easter bingo evening. 
Guests enjoyed five games of bingo 
and a ploughman’s supper. Local 
businesses helped to support the 
event by providing food for the 
supper, including Godsell’s Cheese, 
Simon Weaver Organic Cheese 
and Cotteswold Dairy. The night 
raised £1,250. Anthony Wilkes kindly 
volunteered to be the bingo caller.

• To mark international women’s 
day, regional managers Jenni Green 
and Pam Wills organised a series of 
short films with the help of women 
from across the West. NFU president 
Minette Batters and Julie Edwards of 
Mole Valley Farmers were among 
those to share tips for women with 
farming-related aspirations.  

• More than 100 guests attended 
Dorset’s second annual quiz night 
at Gorwell Farm. Hugh Archer was 
quizmaster and the evening raised 
£1,100. 

• There was a collection for R.A.B.I 
at the final Portman hunt meeting of 
the season and supporters donated 
£380.

• Kent NFU’s inter-branch clay 
shoot in aid of R.A.B.I at Greenfields 
Shooting Grounds in Canterbury 
raised £170. Winners were the 
Rochester A team.

£1,500 for old junk!‘I can’t describe the pain, 
but it wasn’t about me’
Fresh from running the 
Brighton Marathon for 
R.A.B.I, Tom Greenow 
helped organise a golf 
tournament at Melton 
Golf Club – and ended 
up on the winning 
team.  
Running the Brighton 
Marathon started off as 
a ‘drunken dare’ and 
Tom’s training didn’t 
get off to the best of 
starts when he broke 
his collarbone last 
November. However, 
he completed in a time 
of 4hrs 59mins to raise 
more than £1,300 for 
R.A.B.I and Tommy’s, 
a charity which 
funds research into 
miscarriage, still birth 
and premature birth.   
Tom, a sheep 
auctioneer, said: 
“Running the Brighton 
Marathon is the craziest 
thing I’ve probably 
done. I can’t describe 
the immense pain I 
had in my knee, feet, 
neck and hips or the 
emotional challenge, 
when you’re in such 
pain and question if 
you can finish. I also 
can’t describe the 
immense feeling of 
pride and satisfaction 
at the end, but it’s not 
about me – it’s about 
the two charities I was 
raising money for.” 

Less than a week after 
his marathon run, 
Tom was instrumental 
in organising a golf 
day for R.A.B.I at 
Melton Golf Club 
on April 20, along 
with Leicestershire 
committee chair 
Veronica Sutton. 
Glorious weather 
greeted the teams 
and Barclays provided 

match funding too, 
boosting the total 
raised on the day to 
£2,773.25. The winning 
team comprised 
Tom, Chris Fetzko, 
Steve Burton and Carl 
Fitzgerald (pictured). 
Chris also won the 
Melton Mowbray 
Market Bull Trophy, 
presented to the 
leading market goer.

May’s Marlow five-miler Human fruit machine game

A team of runners from the 
Bucks committee raised 
more than £1,100 by 
taking part in the Marlow 
five-miler in May. 

Pictured, left to right, are: 
Ginny Stollery, Jim Calcutt, 
Leah Calcutt, Amy Read 
and Alan Read. Niels and 
Bente Whitby also ran.

Marathon man Tom is a true sport

Montgomeryshire committee members attended the 
Montgomeryshire YFC rally and set up a number of 
competitions, including the human fruit machine game 
(pictured).
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Barclays add £3k to Staffordshire dinner
It’s a showground stopper!

The annual dinner 
organised by 
the Staffordshire 
committee raised 
£9,530.75.  
Held in the 
Ingrestre Suite at 
the Staffordshire 
Showground, the 
event attracted 
270 people for a 
three-course meal 
with entertainment 
provided by 
comedy group 
Three Men in a Bow 
Tie. Auctioneer 
Mike Williams sold 
22 lots, including 
a tour of the 
JCB factory, a 
cottage stay and 
a sheepskin rug. 
Barclays generously 
gave match-
funding of £3,000. 

The inside track 
on Westminster 
• On Easter Monday, the Essex 
committee held a lunch inside a 
barn at Little Braxted, courtesy of 
Kit Speakman and family. They 
allowed R.A.B.I to use the venue 
after a wedding. Some 150 guests 
arrived to a glass of fizz, kindly 
provided by Roger Burroughs 
and Mike Porter. Jeremy Finnis 
entertained with stories from his 
parliamentary days, also giving 
an insight into his farming business. 
Jeremy kindly offered a week’s 
stay at one of his cottages (with 
an estate tour at the Dell Estate 
in Scotland) as a raffle prize. The 
day raised the magnificent sum of 
£3,769. 

• Guest speaker at Stoke Ferry 
Agricultural Society’s annual 
dinner was Will Sargent, Farmers 
Weekly columnist and former Sky 
TV presenter, who proposed the 
toast to British agriculture.  
The raffle raised £706 for 
R.A.B.I and the East Anglian Air 
Ambulance.

• A beetle drive at St Arvans Hall 
near Chepstow raised £622.50. The 
winning beetle driver was Darren 
Kitson and the best drawn beetle 
prize went to Stacey Charles.

• The Greenstead Green and 
District Agricultural Club presented 
a cheque for £1,000 to Peter 
Hickling, secretary of the Essex 
committee. The club raised the 
money via a Christmas raffle.  

• Rather than have a farewell 
meal with her colleagues at 
Limagrain, Sue Halsey generously 
donated the money allocated 
for her ‘leaving lunch’ to R.A.B.I. 
It was a thoughtful gesture from 
the retiring accounts administrator 
which raised £300. 

• The Clwyd committee raised 
£478 at a Sunday Lunch at the 
Glan Llŷn community pub in 
Clawddnewydd. The lunch was 
held in conjunction with the 
Denbigh and Flint Agricultural 
Society and the money raised will 
be split between the two causes. 

• An Elvis tribute act resulted in 
a jam-packed Hilderstone Village 
Hall. The Staffordshire fundraiser 
brought in £780.

Donations requested by 
family in lieu of flowers

Fernleigh Smith, a 
former secretary 
and current member 
of the Ceredigion 
committee, presented 
a cheque for £670 
to current chair 
Euros Davies at a 
bingo fundraiser at 
the Ffostrasol Arms 
near Llandysul. 
Fernleigh’s husband 
Mervyn, a stalwart 
of the Ceredigion  
committee passed 
away recently and 
the family requested 
donations in lieu of 
flowers. In total, £1,340 
was collected and 
split equally between 
R.A.B.I and the 
Cwmcynfelin Care 

Home. Euros said: 
“On behalf of the 
committee I would 
like to thank Fernleigh 
and her family for 
thinking of us at this 
difficult time and for 
presenting us with 
such a significant sum 
of money.” 
Pictured, left to right, 
are: Euros Davies and 
Nigel and Fernleigh 
Smith. 
The bingo night 
organised by 
the Ceredigion 
committee raised 
£384 and in the final 
game a hamper was 
up for grabs, donated 
by Lyn Evans of St 
Dogmaels.

STAFFORDSHIRE SQUAD: Pictured are Staffordshire 
committee members, back, left to right: Robert Collier, 
Mike Shelley, Peter Russell, Kate Jones (R.A.B.I regional 
manager), Reg Bould, Brenda Bould, John Hughes, Peter 
Stone, Charlie Benbow. Front, Louise Tomkinson, Hazel 
Woodward, Elsie Fallows, Joan Bennett and Daisy Shelley.

Bargains galore 
at Joules night
The Cambridgeshire 
committee returned to 
the G’s Social Centre just 
outside Ely for its Joules 
seconds sale. The van 
bringing the clothing was 
held up in traffic when 
a road was shut due to 
an accident, but the 
wonderful Cambridgeshire 
committee got the room 
set up in no time, and 
shopping got underway at 
6pm – with more than 140 
people coming through 
the doors in search of 
bargains. The evening 
raised £742.

Dancing in barn

Charles Tassell, left, 
collected a cheque for 
£1,000 on R.A.B.I’s behalf 
from Rosemary Casswell, 
president of the Malling 
Rotary Club. The money 
was raised at a barn 
dance.
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Lydia Slack is guest speaker at Great Hall 

 

• Harpist Leia Burge 
and radio presenter Aled 
Rhys Jones featured at a 
Sunday lunch celebrating 
10 years of fundraising for 
Pembrokeshire Ladies. 
The lunch took place on 
April 29 at Crug Glâs, near 
St Davids.  Prizes were 
donated for a post-lunch 
raffle ensuring £1,120 was 
raised on the day.  
Aled Rhys Jones, a 
farmer’s son from 
Cwrt-y-Cadno, is an 
accomplished after-dinner 
speaker who shared 
the speaking duties 
with R.A.B.I chairman 
Malcolm Thomas. This 
committee has worked 
extremely well together 
to raise more than £96k in 
Pembrokeshire during the 
last 10 years.

• Around £450 was 
raised at a beetle drive in 
Warnford Village Hall in the 
Meon Valley, Hampshire. 

• On a perfect spring 
day, 38 guests enjoyed 
a tour of Chapel 
Down Vineyard in 
Kent – followed by an 
opportunity to taste 
several award winning 
wines in the newly-built 
tasting room, overlooking 
the vines and beautiful 
Kent countryside. The 
afternoon raised £550. 

• More than 40 tractors 
assembled at Hailsham 
Market in April for a 
vintage tractor run. The 
tractors headed out 
towards Pevensey and 
returned two hours later to 
the market for lunch. The 
sum of £200 was collected 
for R.A.B.I. 

• The Warwickshire 
committee raised £504 
at their annual tea and 
cake event at Wren Hall, 
a community centre in 
Wroxall. 

• An Isle of Wight 
ploughing match in 
Alverstone raised £300.

More than 300 
people packed 
into the historic 
Great Hall at Christ 
Church College for 
Oxford’s popular, 
bi-annual black tie 
dinner (pictured). 
The event raised 
the phenomenal 
sum of £21,500. 
R.A.B.I’s daily work 
is a far cry from 
the splendour of 
the magnificent 
hall, where the 
portraits of kings, 
queens, poets and 
scholars looked 
down on diners 
from across the 
counties, including 
Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 
An auction and a 
silent auction, with 
21 combined lots, 
generated £8,000. 
The top-selling lot 
was a weekend 
stay in a cottage in 
Devon, which went 
for £1,000.  
Lydia Slack, a 

former UN intern 
and model, was 
guest speaker. 
Lydia grew up on 
a Peak District farm 
and at 17 won ‘best 
speaker’ at the 
National Federation 
of Young Farmers’ 
Clubs national 
finals. At this event 
she talked about 

her memories of 
growing up on a 
farm. 
R.A.B.I’s first Oxford 
dinner was held 
at Merton College 
in 1999, under 
the watchful eye 
of local farmer 
and Oxfordshire 
committee 
chairman Charles 

Peers. Richard 
Binning – current 
chairman and a 
trustee of R.A.B.I – 
opened this year’s 
event, while Sarah 
Duffy, representing 
Freeths LLP 
(supporting the 
event for the fourth 
time) gave a vote 
of thanks. 

North Kent Clay Busters live up to name  

In the shadows of royalty

Lunch marks 
10 fab years

Sixteen teams from across 
Kent, Sussex and Surrey 
attended the sixth annual 
R.A.B.I clay shoot at the 
West Kent Shooting School 
in March.  
The winning team was the 
North Kent Clay Busters, 
closely followed by DPG 
Services. Pete Smith and 
Christine Atkinson won 
the individual top gun 
prizes, while the wooden 
clay trophy for the team 
with the lowest score 
went to the ‘Game 

Birds’, who included in 
their ranks R.A.B.I trustee 
Sue Lister! This event was 
initially launched by Kent 
committee member Simon 
Ayshford and a donation 
of £700 will be made to the 
Hospice in the Weald in his 
memory. Overall, the event 
raised £3,220, including a 
donation of £500 and £200 

kindly given back from the 
sweepstake by Amanda 
Harman.  
Trophies were provided 
by FGSAgri and each 
winner also received a 
bottle of Biddenden wine. 
Thanks also to Chavereys, 
Thompson Snell and 
Passmore, DPG Services, 
Savills and BASC.

SHARP SHOOTER: 
Christine Atkinson. Chepstow’s grand gesture

On behalf of 
the Chepstow 
Show committee, 
Alun Morgan 
presented 
Monmouthshire 
committee 
chairman Gwilym 
Richards with 
a cheque for 
£1,000. 
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Raceday gamble in Leicester pays off 

Chester cheers
Dave Nicholas (pictured) 
ran the Chester Half 
Marathon for R.A.B.I and 
raised £562.

Mad as hatters
• The Cheshire committee’s Mad 
Hatters Tea Party raised £350. It 
was hosted by John Parkin in a 
marquee at his farm, following his 
son’s wedding.

• A clay shoot was held at 
Bawdon Lodge in Loughborough 
by kind permission of committee 
member Pat Bailey. Northampton 
Gun provided £100 worth of 
vouchers for prizes and the 
event raised £1,000. Tim Wade 
was top gun on the day, with 
Merryn Phillips ‘best lady’. Paul 
Mergatroyd won the pool shoot.

• The Mid-Cheshire Farmers Club 
presented regional manager 
Georgina Lamb with £569.20 at 
their AGM at Statham Lodge in 
Lymm. The money was raised via 
a raffle and split between R.A.B.I 
and the Air Ambulance. Over the 
years the club has given more 
than £8,000 to R.A.B.I.

• A Joules sale was hosted by 
the Warwickshire committee 
at Barnacle Village hall near 
Coventry and made £260.

• Volunteers at the 
Northumberland County Show 
raffled off a wheelbarrow full of 
prizes for £320. 

New name on 
racing circuit
Leicester Racecourse 
staged the inaugural 
R.A.B.I Countryside 
meeting on May 21.  
The Leicestershire 
committee, 
spearheaded by Sally 
Lane and Veronica 
Sutton, worked hard 
over many months 
to make this event 
a success; selling 
hospitality tickets, 
sorting adverts and 
race names, arranging 
sponsorship and 
preparing and booking 
stalls.  
A tombola raised 
close to £1,000 
and, overall, the 
day is expected 
to bring in around 
£6,000.  
The main race 
sponsors were 
Sharnford 
Tractors and 
Longcliffe Calcium 
Carbonates.  
Mary Maud, 
R.A.B.I regional 
manager for the 

East Midlands, said: 
“It’s the first time we’ve 
organised a race 
meeting in Leicester 
and it’s a lot of work – 
but great fun too!”  
Leicester Racecourse, 
which covers around 
220 acres, stages 
around 31 meetings per 
year.  
Pictured are race day 
organisers presenting 
the stable lass of the 
‘best turned out horse’ 
in the R.A.B.I Stakes with 
her prize. The winning 
horse was ‘What Usain’.

Skelton young farmers in Wonderland with latest panto

Skelton YFC raised money 
for three charities, Jigsaw, 
R.A.B.I and Blood Bikes, 
with their panto ‘Alice in 
Wonderland’. Members 
of the group are pictured 
with representatives of 
the three organisations, 
including R.A.B.I Cumbria 
committee members Gill 
Potts and Laura Wilson 
and Alison Wilson, right. 
R.A.B.I received £400. 

The Suffolk committee 
hosted its first ever 
charity golf day at 
Halesworth Golf Club 
and 10 teams of four 
arrived to a very windy 
golf course. With various 
golf clubs donating 
green fees, the tombola 
alone brought in £580. 
Overall, the day raised 
£1,701.70. 

Testing conditions at Halesworth
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The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution 

Our work in 2018 so far...
The sun might be shining, but everything in the gardens - and the fields - is not necessarily rosy. 
We know a harsh winter has left many in farming playing catch-up. However, R.A.B.I can help if 
you’re struggling to stay on top of things. 

  Unaudited figures cover the period January 1 to June 1,  2018 & are subject to change. They have been rounded up where appropriate

£118k 
Towards  
domestic 

bills 

The counties where we’ve given  
the most money 

North Yorkshire  
£111k

Suffolk 
£57k

Norfolk 
£52k

Devon 
£45k

Call our  Freephone  
Helpline 0808 281 9490

£960k
How much we’ve given  

out in grants 

967
The number of individuals / families 
who’ve received financial support 

£169k
The amount we’ve given  

to working families 

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, Shaw House, 27 West Way, Oxford OX2 0QH        
 Website www.rabi.org.uk   Helpline 0808 281 9490   General enquiries 01865 724931   
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June   
27       Champagne reception, Kent Showground 
29       Cheese & wine party, Ely    
30       Brymore School open day, Somerset  

July
6         Farm tour, Guiting Manor Farms 
7         Carmarthenshire hog roast, Trawsmawr
7         Hanbury Show, Worcestershire  
8         Open garden, Mr & Mrs Jones, Holywell 
8         Staffordshire chairman’s lunch, Hilderstone 
10-12  Great Yorkshire Show 
11       Ashford Hall farm walk, Derbyshire
13       Grange dinner dance, Cumbria   
14       Liskeard Show 
15       Pembrokeshire afternoon tea
15       Essex horse ride  
15       Cheshire garden party, Alsager
15       Sponsored ride, Derbyshire  
15       Trotters open day, North Yorkshire
16       Stithians Show 
18       Driffield Show 
23-26  Royal Welsh Show, Llanelwedd
24-26  New Forest & Hampshire Show 
25       Yealmpton Show 
25       Nantwich Show 
26       Forde Abbey Summer Fair, Chard 
26       Launceston Show 
28       Mid Devon Show, Tiverton 
29       Nantwich Big Day Out 
29       Land Rover Run, Ripon 
30       Totnes Show 
31       Ryedale Show 

August
1         North Devon Show, Umberleigh
2-3      Thame Sheep Fair
3         Brecon & Radnor concert, Llyswen
4         Brecon County Show
4         Blakesley Show, Northamptonshire
4         Garstang Show
5         Caribbean night, Halewood
9         Okehampton Show  

August (continued) 
11       Chepstow Show
11-12  South Hams Vintage Rally, South Brent
14-16  Pembrokeshire Show
15       Gillingham & Shaftesbury Show, Motcombe 
16       Chagford Show 
18       Minsterley Show, Shrewsbury 
18       Allendale Show  
18-19  Yesterday’s Farming, Ilminster 
19       Monmouthshire tea, Raglan
19       Ceredigion duck race, Glanwern, Felinfach
22       Merionethshire County Show
23       Melplash Show 
23       Holsworthy Show 
27       Glendale Show 
30       Bucks County Show 

September 
1         Moreton Show
1         Kingsbridge Show 
1         Turnditch & Windley Show 
1         Alresford Show 
1-2      Dorset County Show 
8         Usk Show
8         Penistone Show 
8         Frome Show 
8         Ceredigion Love Lamb event, Aberaeron
9         Sunday lunch, Lancashire 
9         Marquee fundraiser, Norton-in-Hales
11       Widecombe Fair 
14       Coffee morning, Whitchurch, Shropshire   
19       Carmarthenshire bingo, Mart Café
19       Skittles evening, Cheshire  
24       Nidderdale Show 
26       Cheshire ploughing match 
26       Merionethshire Fashion Show 
26       Wiltshire race night  
28       Carmarthenshire harvest supper
28       Harvest supper, Durham
29       Cruckton ploughing match 
29       FFF& B ploughing match, Clanfield, Oxon 
29-30  Masham Sheep Fair 
30       Harvest festival, Brandesburton, Yorks

Diary Dates

EAST – LUCY BELLEFONTAINE
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire
Mobile: 07739 297374 
Tel: 01728 602888
Email: lucy.bellefontaine@rabi.
org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieast

NORTH EAST – SALLY CONNER
North Yorkshire, County Durham, 
Northumberland, East Yorkshire
Mobile: 07818 093506 
Tel: 01964 541400
Email: sally.conner@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabinortheast

SOUTH EAST – SALLY FIELD
Hampshire, IOW, Berkshire, Surrey, 
Sussex, Kent
Mobile: 07799 798441 
Tel: 01903 882741
Email: sally.field@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABISouthEast

NORTH WALES & WARWICKSHIRE  
– BECKY DAVIES
Anglesey, Caernarfon, Conwy, 
Clwyd, Montgomeryshire, 
Warwickshire
Mobile: 07730 765377 
Tel: 01341 422672
Email: becky.davies@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABINWalesWarks

NORTH WEST  – GEORGINA LAMB
Cumbria, Lancashire, South 
& West Yorkshire, Merseyside, 
Cheshire
Mobile: 07917 114250
Email: georgina.lamb@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabinorthwest

SOUTH CENTRAL – JENNI  GREEN
Buckinghamshire, Wiltshire,
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire
Mobile: 07919 478518  
Tel: 01935 826726
Email: jenni.green@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/JenniRABI

EAST MIDLANDS  – MARY MAUD    
Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,  
Derbyshire, Northamptonshire  
Mobile: 07525 323450 
Email: mary.maud@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieastmids 

SOUTH WEST – PAM WILLS
Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Somerset
Mobile: 07825 336224
Tel: 01398 361819
Email: pam.wills@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/PamRABI

WALES – LINDA JONES
Brecon & Radnor, 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, 
Pembrokeshire, Glamorgan, 
Merionethshire, Monmouthshire  
Mobile: 07557 363016
Tel: 01559 364850
Email: linda.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabicymru_wales

Regional Managers

WEST MIDLANDS – KATE JONES 
Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire
Mobile: 07876 492839
Email: kate.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabiwestmids

Metal fans seeking more sites to do some detecting  

A donation of £500 
was made by the 
West Lancashire 
Metal Detecting Club. 
They provide support 

to R.A.B.I because 
many farmers allow 
them to pursue their 
metal detecting 
hobby on their land. 

Graham Morrison, club 
secretary, is keen to find 
more sites to hold club 
digs when crops have 
been harvested or fields 
are free of livestock.  
He can be contacted 
on 07960 872074 or 
via wlmdc.graham@
outlook.com
Pictured, left to right, 
are:  Graham Morrison, 
Tony Burns, John 
Heaton and R.A.B.I 
regional manager 
Georgina Lamb.

Case of mixed wine put up as prize by NFU Mutual 
The Herts Agricultural Society 
holds an event each year, the 
night before the Hertfordshire 
Show. This year’s event raised 
£1,740, mainly from a very 
successful raffle. The NFU 
Mutual Ware branch donated 
a case of 12 mixed bottles of 
wine as a prize and Barclays 
agreed to match funding. 
Pictured are R.A.B.I volunteers 
from the Hertfordshire 
committee.
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