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From the chairman
It’s been a time of change at R.A.B.I as we said a fond 
farewell to outgoing chief executive Paul Burrows  
and warmly welcomed Alicia Chivers into the role.   
Under Paul’s leadership the charity has made huge 
strides during the past 12 years and his expertise has 
been invaluable in many situations. R.A.B.I is now on 
an extremely solid financial footing, ready to react to 
whatever happens next in farming.    
I’ve been fortunate to work closely with Paul for a 
number of years and his commitment to the cause 
has been remarkable. I would regularly receive 
emails from him at all hours of the day and night, 
reminding me of things we had to discuss or consider. 
Paul’s dedication meant he would usually spend his 
Sundays working alone in our Oxford office, to ensure 
he was ahead of the game come Monday morning.  
Understandably, he wants to return home to Plymouth 
after many years ‘on the road’. I would personally like 
to say ‘thank you Paul, for driving R.A.B.I forward so 
successfully’. You can be proud of your achievements 
and you will most definitely be missed, as a colleague 
but also as a friend. 
In life, when one door closes another one opens 
which is why I’m delighted to welcome Alicia on 
board, who brings a wealth of experience in the 
charitable sector and becomes the first female CEO 
in our 158-year history. I have absolutely no doubt 
she will build on many of the foundations laid down 
by Paul and expand R.A.B.I’s reach further. Alicia has 
the ideas, vision and skills to work with trustees, staff 
and supporters on writing our next chapter and she’s 
certainly hit the ground running. I wish both of them 
well for the future, personally and professionally.    
Back in the summer, when the grounds were parched 
and many farmers were struggling to feed livestock 
or protect their crops, we predicted a busy winter 
ahead. Things are certainly panning out that way.  
So far this year, we’ve paid out more than £1.7 million 
to 1,182 individuals and families (unaudited figures 
covering the period January 1 – November 16, 2018).    
Significantly, over £390k has gone to working families. 
When you bear in mind the fact that we paid out 
£297k to working families during the whole of 2017, it’s 
a big increase.  
In August we received 81 new requests for help, 
including 51 from working families. The following 
month, we had 56 referrals (38 from working people) 
and in October we received a further 56 referrals (30 
from working families).     
In my view, these are trends that we will see much 
more of in the months and years to come.  
With winter now beginning to flash its teeth, everyone 
at R.A.B.I is determined to make sure that working 
farmers and their dependants get the help and 
support they require, when they really need it.

On behalf of everyone at R.A.B.I I would like to wish 
you a peaceful Christmas and New Year. 

Malcolm Thomas MBE,  
R.A.B.I chairman
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‘My illness is a lot like farming, 
it comes with daily challenges’

Twenty-year-old Robyn 
Hogg (pictured) grew up 
on her parents’ 260-hectare 
arable farm in Cramlington, 
Northumberland. She is 
currently studying at the 
Royal Agricultural University 
in Cirencester and suffers 
from epilepsy, a condition 
she has lived with for more 
than 10 years. It means 
she cannot drive and 
sometimes struggles to get 

farm jobs done because of 
fatigue. However farming is 
in her blood and something 
she wants to make a career 
out of. Six generations of 
her family have worked 
the land that she still calls 
home. 
Robyn said: “I am happiest 
when I am covered in 
mud and itching with dust 
rash! My illness is a lot like 
farming, it comes with 

daily challenges 
that you have to 
overcome, but my 
parents and I have 
worked really hard 
to make sure I can 
still enjoy a career 
in agriculture. 
“I am always on 
my guard about 
having a seizure 
but you learn to live 
with it and I cannot 
imagine another 
way of life, even 
if there may be  
easier options out there.”
Because of her epilepsy, 
Robyn receives the 
Personal Independent 
Payment (PIP) – which she 
says is a particular help with 
transport costs. However, 
in April 2018, with no prior 
warning, her money was 
stopped.
“It was very sudden and 
very dramatic, all I received 
was a generic letter,” 
explained Robyn. 
“It made me feel like 
the Government wasn’t 
recognising my disability 
anymore, like I wasn’t 
disabled enough, even 
though they recognised 
that I couldn’t drive. 
“When the payments 
stopped we tried 
contacting a few 
organisations but they 
weren’t that helpful. I 
hadn’t heard of R.A.B.I but 
my mother and boyfriend 

had. I was interested to 
read about what you do.  
“Straight away, people 
were caring and lovely and 
a chap called Tom came 
out to see me in August.”
Robyn, with Tom’s help, 
successfully appealed 
against the decision to 
stop her benefit. Not only 
did she start receiving her 
regular allowance again, 
it was also backdated to 
April. 
Robyn added: “Having Tom 
on our side was such a big 
thing. Whenever we got a 
letter or an email we could 
just forward it to him and 
he would tell us what we 
needed to do. He was very 
caring. It sounds strange 
but the best thing for me 
was that it helped to keep 
mum calm, so we knew 
what we had to do and 
didn’t end up arguing. Now 
I think everyone needs a 
Tom in their life!”

Whenever we got a 
letter or an email we 
could just forward it to 
Tom and he would tell 
us what we needed 
to do. He was very 
caring.” 

“ 

Trustee John Stanley and his wife Pat, a 
former trustee (pictured), were finalists 
at the British Farming Awards. Shortlisted 
for the ‘beef innovator’ of the year 
award, they were among 700 guests at 
the awards ceremony at Birmingham’s 
National Conference Centre.   
John and Pat run an international genetics 
company in Leicestershire with semen 
from their bulls in high demand. 
Previously, the couple ran a dairy herd 
alongside the farm’s arable enterprise, but 
in the late 1980s Pat decided she wanted 
to establish her own herd of Longhorns. 
In 2005 the dairy herd was sold and all 
efforts were focused on refining their herd. 
The Blackbrook herd now comprises 50 
breeding females and six bulls. Exporting 
semen is a vital part of the business.

Shortlisted for national award 
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Saying ‘thank you’ at harvest time
Thank you to everyone 
who donated money from 
harvest service festivals 
this year. More than 
£11,000 was received from 
over 70 churches.   

• More than 150 guests 
squeezed into Amos Hall 
at the Ashford Market in 
Kent for a harvest supper, 
which raised £5,200. 
Barclays provided match 
funding. Organised by 
Hobbs Parker, guests 
contributed to R.A.B.I’s 
cause via a tombola and 
whiskey raffle while the 
team from the market’s 
Stockpot Café served a 
roast beef supper. 

• A black tie harvest 
ball was held at the 
Harrogate Pavilions 
at the Great Yorkshire 
Showground. Organised 
by the North Yorkshire 
committee, the rooms 
looked stunning with 
agricultural equipment 
throughout. Live band 
Atlantic 45 proved hugely 
popular and were called 
back to do an encore. 
Special thanks to Ripon 
Farm Services, Barclays 
(for match funding) and 
committee member 
Rebekah Tadd, without 
whom the event would 
not have happened. In 
total, £5,200 was raised.     

• Trustee John Stanley 
invited 50 people to his 
farm in Leicestershire 
for a harvest festival, 
which raised £150. 
Reverend Peter Hooper 
led the service, aided 
by Reverend Lydia 
Humphreys. 

• A harvest festival was 
held at the Brandesburton 
Church in September. 
Howard Petch CBE 
gave the sermon, with 
representatives from the 
NFU, local YFCs, Yorkshire 
Ag society and Driffield Ag 
Society attending. 

• Netta Rowlands and 
the Halkyn Mountain 
group of churches hosted 

a harvest communion 
service at Bryn Ffynnon 
Farm, Rhosesmor. The 
collection at the service 
was donated to R.A.B.I 
and amounted to over 
£200.

• The season’s harvest 
was celebrated at St 
Edmundsbury Cathedral 
in Suffolk. Welfare officer 
Sally Hubbard represented 
R.A.B.I and was 
interviewed by Anna Hill 
of BBC Radio 4s Farming 
Today programme. 

• Regional manager Lucy 
Bellefontaine attended a 

harvest festival service at 
Stevington Church, where 
people were keen to learn 
all about R.A.B.I.  
Lucy was invited to 
afternoon tea and the 
cutting of a harvest cake 
(pictured below).  
The group also donated 
£250.

• Bakewell Market’s 
harvest festival was 
held in the cattle 
ring. Alan Griggs 
from Rural Action 
Derbyshire organised 
and led the service 
and R.A.B.I received 
£220. Philip Holland, a 
Derbyshire poet, also 
donated £32. 

• The sum of £600 
was donated by 
members of St 
Guthlac’s Church in 
Leicestershire.

• A donation of 
£106.01 came from 
the Chulmleigh 

harvest service at St Mary 
Magdalene Church, 
Devon. 

• The ever-popular lunch 
at St Gennys in Cornwall, 
organised by Moses and 
Mary Andrews, raised over 
£500. 

"Even if something is left undone, 

everyone must take time to sit still and

watch the leaves turn." 

"Because of your generosity we will no longer

be worried about how to cope. 

Knowing that you will always be there for us

is immensely reassuring." 

 
"The financial help has been most welcome

and much needed. The hope for the future that
you have given me has saved my life." 

 

Welly Week took place from October 27 to 
November 4, with many people wearing 

their wellies to work and posting photos on social 
media to show their support for R.A.B.I.   
The charity also teamed up again with Grubs to 
give away a fantastic pair of boots on each day 
of Welly Week via online competitions.

October 27 
 - November 4

Welly 
Week 
2018 

#wellyweek2018

ABOVE: Staff at NFU Mutual in Warwickshire.  
LEFT: LG Seeds organised a ‘welly wanging’ 
competition. Pictured in action is senior breeder Ed 
Flatman. 

ABOVE: West Midlands regional 
manager Kate Jones took her sons for 
a ‘Welly Week walk’. 
BELOW: Kate Beavan, enjoying life in 
‘the office’.

ABOVE: The black tie harvest ball at the Great Yorkshire Showground.  
BELOW: R.A.B.I regional manager Georgina Lamb and Reverend Garry Whittaker with 
pupils from the Bilsborrow John Cross C of E Primary School in Preston. The children 
sang at a harvest service at the Myerscough College Food and Farming, Innovation and 
Technology Centre which raised £125. 

BRUSHING UP: Map of Ag staff in Suffolk get 
busy with the paintbrushes on pottery wellies. 

THUMBS UP: Staff at Stephen Scown 
Solicitors in Exeter. 

WELL SPOTTED: Why 
stop at just one pair? 
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Sophie, Countess of Wessex 
GVCO, met R.A.B.I staff and 
supporters at the 
ever-popular Westmorland 
Show in Cumbria. 
The one-day show, held at 
Crooklands, attracted tens 
of thousands of people 

and showcased some 
of Cumbria’s finest artists 
and craftsmen, as well 
as celebrating the best 
the county has to offer 
in terms of livestock and 
farm produce. Georgina 
Lamb, R.A.B.I regional 

manager for the North 
West, said: “The Countess 
was absolutely lovely and 
showed a genuine interest 
in R.A.B.I and our work. 
“I told her that we had 
seen an increase in calls 
because of the summer 
weather and she said it was 
important for charities like 
ours to be visible through 
good times and bad. She 
was particularly interested 
in the help we give to 
working people. It was a 
delight to meet her. She 
was warm, personable and 
shook the hand of every 
volunteer.”
The Countess of Wessex 
is royal president of the 
Westmorland Show 
and was given a tour 
of the showground 
alongside Christine Knipe, 
chief executive of the 
Westmorland County 
Agricultural Society, 
stopping regularly to talk to 

competitors and judges.  
The VIPs visited most 
sections of the show, which 
attracted record entries of 
sheep, cattle, light horses 
and poultry. 
Mrs Knipe said: “Every show 
has its challenges and its 
differences but this will 
definitely go down as a 
landmark year in our  
219-year history.” 
Georgina Lamb added: 
“R.A.B.I has been fortunate 
to be named show charity 
for three consecutive years 
and every beneficiary in 
Cumbria was given free 
tickets to the show. 
“The Westmorland County 
Agricultural Society is 
extremely supportive of 
R.A.B.I and recognises 
the value of what we do. 
For that, we’re extremely 
grateful.” 
Georgina is pictured talking 
to the Countess at the 
show.

Countess of Wessex meets Cumbrian volunteers

Regional Welfare Officers  
Find out what we can do for you today by calling 0808 281 9490

TOM ARMSTRONG 
NORTH
Northumberland, Durham, Scotland 
 
  
JOHN BASNETT
NORTH EAST  
North & West Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Tyne & Wear
 
 
JACKIE CLEGG 
NORTH WEST 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, Merseyside
 
 
LOUISE WILKINSON 
LINCOLNSHIRE + 
Lincolnshire, East Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire
 
 
CAROLINE HARRISON
HEART OF ENGLAND  
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, West Midlands 
 
 
MEL JONES
NORTH WALES & SHROPSHIRE
Anglesey, Conwy, Caernarfon, Denbighshire, Flintshire, 
Merionethshire, Shropshire, North Powys
 
 
ELONWY WILLIAMS     
SOUTH WEST WALES 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire 
 
 
 
CLAIRE CRICHARD 
SOUTH EAST WALES & BORDERS
Brecon & Radnor, Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, 
Worcestershire, North Gloucestershire, Herefordshire

CATHY DENSLOW 
SOUTH 
South Somerset, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
 
 
LINDSEY CHURCHILL 
SOUTH CENTRAL  
Oxfordshire, Wiltshire, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire  

 
SALLY HUBBARD 
EAST  
Suffolk, Norfolk
 
 
PAT DOBSON
SOUTH EAST  
Berkshire, West and East Sussex, Kent, Essex, Surrey,  
Middlesex, London
 
 
CHLOE RIGLER
SOUTH WEST  
Cornwall, Devon  

JENNY TYLER    
EAST CENTRAL  
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, 
Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire   
 
 
All enquiries to our welfare department will be handled in confidence 

In September, various businesses and 
charities – including R.A.B.I – wrote 
to the Government to request fair 
treatment for the self-employed under 
the Universal Credit benefits system. 
The letter, addressed to Esther McVey 
MP, Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions, called for a review of the 
design of Universal Credit for the  
self-employed.   
The letter included the following 
extract:  

“For the social security system to truly 
work, Universal Credit must support 
all viable forms of work, including 
self-employment: providing adequate 
support for those with fluctuating 
incomes and seasonal businesses.  
Genuine self-employment among 
small business owners and 
entrepreneurs plays an essential 
role in boosting the UK’s economy. 
Self-employment also provides a vital 
route into the workforce for those who 

struggle in traditional employment, 
with 45% of the self-employed on 
Working Tax Credits balancing 
self-employment and caring 
responsibilities and 30% managing a 
physical or mental health condition.  
The nature of self-employment 
is fundamentally different to 
employment: many will miss out on 
support not because their income is 
too high, but because their income is 
volatile.” 
 
The letter was supported by: 
▪ Mike Cherry, Federation of Small  
  Businesses 
▪ Alison Garnham, Child Poverty  
  Action Group 
▪ Rosie Ferguson, Gingerbread 
▪ Garry Lemon, The Trussell Trust 
▪ Trish Pickford, R.A.B.I 
▪ Minette Batters, NFU 
▪ Ivor Ferguson, Ulster Farmers Union 
▪ Andrew McCormick, NFU Scotland 
▪ John Davies, NFU Cymru  
▪ Benedict Dellot, Royal Society of Arts 
 
R.A.B.I head of welfare Trish Pickford 
also put her name to a second letter 
which appeared in the media during 
October.  
An extract in The Guardian on 
October 9 read:  
“Organisations supporting people and 
families on a low income are gravely 
concerned that Universal Credit is 
not yet working well enough to be 
implemented on the scale envisaged, 
and also that the government’s 
proposed approach will risk pushing 
vulnerable people further into 
poverty. Before thousands more 
families move on to Universal Credit, 
the government must ensure that 
ongoing problems with the system are 
addressed and that households can 
be moved over without a gap in their 
income.” 
 
This letter was supported by:  
▪ Mike Cherry, Federation of Small   
  Businesses 
▪ Alison Garnham, Child Poverty  
  Action Group 
▪ Paul Farmer, Mind 
▪ Trish Pickford, R.A.B.I  
▪ Paul Noblet, Centrepoint 
▪ Sophie Castell, RNIB 
▪ Katie Ghose, Women’s Aid  
  Federation of England 
▪ Polly Neate, Shelter 
▪ Rick Henderson, Homeless Link 
▪ Amanda Batten, Contact, the  
  charity for disabled children 
▪ Emma Revie, The Trussell Trust 
▪ Bea Orchard, St Mungo’s

Letter to Secretary of State voices 
concerns over Universal Credit

Adventures of Mo at Butterbee Farm
The Adventures of Mo 
at Butterbee Farm is 
a series of children’s 
books written by Beki 
Benjamin, which 
follows a mischievous 
young boy and his 
exploits on his bright 
red Massey Ferguson 
pedal tractor called 
Mitsy. When he grows 
up, Mo already knows 
he wants to be a 
farmer, just like Dad.   
Author Beki (pictured) 
is deputy editor of 
the Farm Contractor 
& Large Scale Farmer 
magazine. Based in 
South Warwickshire, 
she has worked in 
agricultural PR for 
more than 20 years 
and is also active in 
her local community, 
working as a volunteer 
for the local school 

and children’s group.  
ACP Publishers Ltd 
will make a donation 
to R.A.B.I based on a 
proportion of sales. 
To buy your copy 
of Dad’s Sandwich 

call ACP Publishers 
on 01926 691212 or 
email journals@acp-
publishers.co.uk 
The price is £10  
(plus £2 for postage 
and packing). 
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Ceva awards now 
in seventh year 

Returning for its seventh year, the Ceva Animal 
Welfare Awards 2019 will once again celebrate 
the achievements of remarkable people who 
dedicate their lives to improving animal health 
and welfare both in the UK and abroad. 
Outstanding farmers, vets, vet nurses, animal 
welfare professionals and animal welfare teams 
can now be nominated to receive an award by 
their peers and the general public. 
R.A.B.I is supporting the ‘Farmer of the Year’ 
award; which will recognise a high standard of 
animal welfare.  
Other categories are: Vet of the Year; Vet Nurse 
of the Year; Charity Team of the Year; Charitable 
Contribution of the Year; Farm Educator of the 
Year and Outstanding Contribution to Animal 
Welfare. Go to www.cevawelfareawards.com to 
nominate. Entries must be in by Friday January 25, 
2019. 

Manson hog roast
A hog roast at the Manson House residential 
care home generated an impressive £3,134. 
Fine weather helped create a relaxed party 
atmosphere as residents, tenants and their 
families mingled with R.A.B.I staff and supporters 
from Kent, Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire 
and Oxfordshire. The huge hog roast, complete 
with amazing crackling, was provided by James 
Stamper (below left), a former trustee and loyal 
supporter of R.A.B.I. 

Around 90 people attended the 
‘one in four’ farmers’ conference 
at the Carmarthen Mart Café 
on October 29. The event was 
organised by R.A.B.I, the DPJ 
Foundation and Tir Dewi.  
Linda Jones, R.A.B.I regional 

manager for Wales, said: “By 
working together, the three charities 
can provide the assistance needed 
to get farmers, farmworkers and 
their families in West Wales through 
tough times until they find their feet 
again.  

“The conference arose from the 
increasing difficulties experienced 
by many farmers this year, largely 
related to the weather. Many in 
farming are also concerned about 
Brexit and its uncertainties. The 
pressures can be financial and 
emotional, affecting physical and 
mental wellbeing.” 
Farming has a high suicide rate and 
evidence also suggests that one in 
four farmers struggles with mental 
health. Dafydd Jones, Wales YFC 
chairman, chaired the conference 
and Alun Elidyr, farmer and TV 
presenter, was keynote speaker.  
The three charities are grateful to 
HSBC UK for supporting the event.

Joining forces to reach the ‘one in four’
COVERING ALL BASES: Front row, 
Linda Jones (representing R.A.B.I), 
Alun Elidyr (key note speaker), Lindzi 
Gwilt (DPJ Foundation), Dafydd 
Jones (Wales YFC chair). Standing, 
Reverend Canon Eileen Davies 
(representing Tir Dewi), Melanie 
Shipley and Sian Williams (HSBC UK). 

Somerset farmer Nick Bragg has set 
himself the lung-busting challenge of 
cycling 3,000 miles across Canada in 
30 days to raise awareness and funds 
for R.A.B.I.  
The challenge starts in Montreal on 
June 21, 2019 and will see Nick and his 
trusty bicycle cross six states through 
the mountainous terrain of The 
Rockies to finish by the iconic stone 
sculpture, Inukshuk, on the Vancouver 
waterfront. 
Nick and his wife Claire own and 
run Frogmary Green Farm in South 
Petherton and have been supporting 
R.A.B.I for many years through events 
hosted on the farm, such as the Great 
British Beef Week Supper. Nick’s  
‘Trio of Triathlons’ last year raised over 
£1,600.  
Nick said: “After the enjoyment 
and self-satisfaction of completing 
the triathlons I realised my body, 
at 50 plus, was still fit enough to be 
challenged. What’s not to like about 
Canada? English speaking, beautiful 
farming countryside and generally 
flat apart from the Rocky Mountains.  
You never can tell what’s around the 
corner, so to raise money for a charity 
that supports others less fortunate 

than myself gives me great pleasure.” 
The focus of Nick’s training has now 
moved from triathlons to distance 
cycling and strength building. He’s 
currently training 14 hours per week, 
with rides up to 100 miles.  
He said: “Even with the onset of 
darker evenings, I have to say I 
am still enjoying all my training 
from yoga, weights and running 
to triathlon training and spinning 

sessions. Learning how to eat more to 
balance lost calories in training has 
been interesting. My wife Claire has to 
make trips to Bookers to stock up on 
bacon, eggs, peanut butter and Mars 
bars, while I now make numerous visits 
to our cookery school to consume 
leftovers.” 
For more information on Nick’s cycling 
challenge go to uk.virginmoneygiving.
com/NickBragg

Rocky roads on 
the horizon 
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Real life stories...  
Just some of the people 
we’ve helped this year

220 sheep lost in bad weather 
Council tenant farmer Tom lost 220 sheep last winter due to 

the bad weather and a further 35 in the summer as a result of 
Black Leg disease. His income was down £20k on the previous year 
and he was struggling to pay domestic and business bills. With four 
young children, he found himself unable to sleep at night because 
of worry.  
His wife does not work and the family’s only other income is 
Child Benefit. Tom had reached his overdraft limit so tried to get 
additional summer contract work, but there was little around 
due to the dry weather. R.A.B.I agreed to give the family £3,000 
towards outstanding domestic bills. 

Hospitalised  after TB shutdown
Beef farmer David was hospitalised while his farm was shut down 

with TB. The bank stopped several of his cheques because 
he had reached his overdraft limit and told him they could not 
provide any more help. He had no savings and received no 
benefits. He lives alone and has no close family to support him, 
either financially or emotionally. He was referred to R.A.B.I by 
Social Services.  
The financial hit from being closed down due to TB for a lengthy 
period of time was huge and affected both his physical and 
mental wellbeing. Things got so bad he even needed to use a 
foodbank to feed himself.  
R.A.B.I is working with Social Services and the Farming Community 
Network to help David get back to where he was before the TB 
outbreak and has given him an initial grant of £2,500 to clear 
outstanding domestic bills.

Spiralling overdraft 
CHRISTOPHER, 30, a father of three, 

called R.A.B.I’s helpline because he 
was suffering from the knock-on effects of 
this year’s bad weather.  
He lost around 150 lambs due to the wet 
winter weather and it cost him £3k to buy 
extra feed over the spring months.  
The exceptionally dry summer then 
exacerbated problems further and his 
overdraft rose alarmingly.  
Christopher told R.A.B.I he was worried 
about the future and how he would cope 
with ‘forces beyond his control’ as an 
inexperienced farmer, simply striving to do 
the best for both his farm and family.  
R.A.B.I gave Christopher a grant of £3,500 
to cover outstanding domestic bills and 
also arranged for him to receive a free 
business consultation.

Nothing to fall back on In farming, problems can easily spiral out of control. Sometimes, all it takes is a small amount 
of support at the right time to get things back on track.  

Every day, R.A.B.I receives requests for help from ordinary people trying to do the best for 
themselves and their familes. Each enquiry is unique and the support that is given is tailored 
to suit.  
Here, on these pages, are the stories of just some of the people we’ve helped this year. 
Names and some details have been changed to maintain confidentiality, but the problems, 
and the solutions, are real.  
If you would like to find out what we can do for you please call us on 0808 281 9490.  
You’ll talk directly to someone in our Oxford office who wants to help and understands a lot 
of the issues which affect farmers.  
Discretion is guaranteed, so be brave, pick up the phone and take the first step. You’ve 
nothing to lose and it might just change your life for the better. 

Care home fees 
Elizabeth, a farmer’s widow, is 

now in her 90s and suffers from 
dementia. Her children were 
doing their best to care for her 
but eventually they reached the 
point where they were unable to 
cope. Most of Elizabeth’s savings 
were used up paying for respite 
care. The family found a good 
care home close by and R.A.B.I 
agreed to contribute £150 per 
week towards the shortfall in 
Elizabeth’s care home fees. The 
cost of the care home is more 
than £700 per week but the local 
council was only willing to pay 
around £500 per week.    

Reliant on foodbanks 
Alan, a farmworker, contacted R.A.B.I when his 

wife suffered a stroke at just 44.   
R.A.B.I gave the family £1,500 towards household 
expenses and liaised with Social Services on their 
behalf. The charity also paid £1,800 for a bespoke 
riser/ recliner chair for Rebecca as she could not 
get up unaided. 
R.A.B.I’s local welfare officer helped Rebecca 
put together an application for Personal 
Independence Payments. Their application was 
approved but she was forced to wait many 
months to get any money and the family had to 
resort to going to a foodbank. A further cheque 
of £150 was sent to them to tide them over and 
the welfare officer took matters up with the 
Department of Works and Pensions – who then 
sent a cheque for £3k within a couple of days. 

Farm help
Harry and Jeanette, 

both in their 70s, 
live in a modest 
bungalow as tenants 
on a small farm. 
They keep farming 
because they do 
not want to lose their 
home. The couple 
have been waiting 
around a year-and-
a-half for a subsidy 
grant of £6k owed 
to them. It is money 
they desperately 
need as they both 
have health problems 
and are worried 
about their finances. 
Harry is seriously ill, so 
Jeanette is managing 
as best as she can, 
to keep the farm 
going and care for 
her husband – despite 
having health issues of 
her own.  
R.A.B.I provided £1,500 
so Jeanette could 
bring in some help on 
the farm and pay for 
respite care for Harry. 

Olive and her husband John were tenant 
arable farmers, who worked side by 

side for more than 30 years to make a living 
for themselves from just 70 acres of land.  
John’s death in 2004 left Olive with nothing 
to fall back on and little to show for a life in 
farming.  
The couple had no savings so when things 
like the TV and washing machine packed 
up, Olive couldn’t replace them.    
R.A.B.I paid for a new TV and washing 
machine and made Olive a full beneficiary, 
which meant she was entitled to a regular 
quarterly allowance – as well as telephone 
line rental payments and winter and 
Christmas bonuses.  
Today, Olive is in her 80s. Her health has 
deteriorated and she is unable to walk, but 
her outlook remains positive.  
For the past 14 years, Olive has continued 
to receive regular living allowances from 
R.A.B.I and the charity has also paid for a 
fridge and tumble dryer.  
R.A.B.I contributes towards other home help 
costs too and recently provided Olive with a 
riser recliner chair.  
When he was alive John raised funds for 
R.A.B.I. Why? Because he knew the day 
might come when he, or his wife, would find 
themselves on their own and need some 
assistance.

Costs of a funeral 
Mike and Jan farmed for 35 years. Over 

that time, R.A.B.I supported them 
through various lean spells – clearing a 
significant council tax debt of more than 
£1,200 when their farm was shut down due 
to TB. R.A.B.I also helped the couple claim 
state benefits that were due to them and 
provided a listening ear and a hand of 
friendship. When Jan died, following a long 
illness, R.A.B.I sent Mike a cheque for £2k 
towards the costs of the funeral.
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R.A.B.I has county committees across England and Wales, who work at a local 
level to raise awareness of the charity as well as funds. Committees are the 
lifeblood of R.A.B.I and we very much value the time and effort that people put 
into supporting us.   

Regional News  

Hike and bike scales new heights

Krone generosity

• Andrew Thomas, junior 
vice president of the Central 
Association of Agricultural 
Valuers, is supporting 
R.A.B.I during his three-year 
presidential tenure. Andrew 
is auctioning a bottle of 
Penderyn Whisky at every 
monthly meeting to raise 
funds and has already 
generated £100.

• A fashion show at 
LLanuwchllyn Hall in 
Gwynedd brought in 
£640.90. The Merionethshire 
committee organised the 
fundraiser and also served 
up homemade puddings 
and Prosecco to guests. The 
fashion show was presented 
by Craft Cymru from Bala, 
with outfits modelled by 
volunteers. 

• Over £1,000 was raised 
via a mouse racing night 
at Exeter Market. James 
Morrish of Kivells was kept 
busy auctioning runners.

• Chartered surveyor 
Angela Hirst allowed R.A.B.I 
to share her stand space 
at the East Kent ploughing 
match in September and 
Christmas card sales and a 
raffle brought in £265.

Whisky galore at 
every meeting 

 

Staff, members and 
assorted guests of NFU 
Cymru completed a 
mammoth ‘hike and bike’ 
challenge across Wales 
over two days to raise 
£22,863.46. 
Day one began with an 
early morning hike up 
Snowdon, followed by a  
43-mile bike ride to 

Dolgellau and an ascent of 
Cadair Idris. The party was 
waved off by a film crew 
from S4C. The team retired 
to Dolgellau Rugby Club for 
some hearty food provided 
by Castell Howell, cooked 
and served by R.A.B.I’s 
Meirionnydd committee. 
The following day there was 
no time to rest; instead, an 

87-mile cycle ride to the 
Brecon Beacons preceded 
an arduous hike up Pen-y-
Fan. Weather conditions 
were very different with 
the rain hardly letting up 
throughout the day and 
strong headwinds testing 
both stamina and spirits. 
The group reached the 
top of Pen-y-Fan just 

before darkness fell on the 
mountain. A team of 33 
cyclists and 44 walkers took 
part in the challenge.  
John Mercer, director of 
NFU Cymru, said: “It was a 
superb effort by everyone 
who took part, cycling, 
walking or both.” 
Barclays supported the 
cause and donated £2,000.

Throughout the 
summer, Krone UK, 
an international 
agricultural 
machinery 
producer, 
specialising in 
hay and forage 
equipment, sold 
raffle tickets 
offering a fantastic 
prize – a new 
Comprina F155 XC 
Baler. 
The raffle marked 
Krone’s 40th 
anniversary and 
raised funds for 

both R.A.B.I and 
FCN.   
The lucky winner 
was Michael 
Rowlands, whose 
ticket was drawn 
at Countryfile 
Live at Blenheim 
Palace in August. 
The raffle raised 
£9,272.50 for 
R.A.B.I. Thanks to 
everyone who 
bought and sold 
tickets and, of 
course, Krone 
UK, for their 
generosity. 

Wiltshire’s first trip to the races
In late September, the 
Wiltshire committee 
organised their first race 
night, which took place in 
the beautiful surroundings 
of Knowle Farm Barn, 
Bowerchalke. The evening 
raised £2,100 and was 
supported by Wiltshire-based 
law firm Whitehead Vizard 
LLP, Mole Valley Forage 
Services, NFU Mutual, Oakes 
Bros Ltd and Savills. 
Pictured are race night 
organiser Tom Black and 
auctioneer Charlie Coleman, 
from Southern Counties 
Auctioneers. Photo: Adrian Harris 

Skydiver Keith vows to ‘give back’
Keith Whitehead 
raised more than 
£3,527 by skydiving 
from 12,000ft at 
Swansea Airport. 
Keith, centre, did 
the jump with 
Dave Burrows and 
John Kubale, also 
pictured.  
Keith was forced 
to give up farming 
when he became 
unwell. He was 
diagnosed with 
organophosphate 
poisoning and 
ME, which left him 
tired and unable 
to manage the 
workload. 
He explained: 
“Managing my 
finances and paying 
the mortgage 
became difficult 

and this didn’t help 
my anxiety. My wife, 
Jill, and I eventually 
decided our only 
option was to put the 
house up for sale.  
“Thankfully, it was 
around this time 
that someone put 
me in touch with 
R.A.B.I. They helped 
with domestic bills 
and supported us in 
many ways.” 
Keith and Jill now 
try to give back 
to R.A.B.I as much 
as possible. They 
are both members 
of the Ceredigion 
committee and 
often raise funds 
through table top 
sales. Keith also 
makes cake-stands 
and clocks to sell. 

Galway to Oswestry on two wheels 
Regional manager 
Kate Jones, 
right, collected 
a cheque for 
£654.50 from 
representatives 
of JFC Agri, left to 
right, Sue Taylor, 
Gwyneth Davies, , 
Ben Dunn, Jenette 
Morris and Megan 
Joseph.  
Staff raised the 
money by cycling 
200 miles from 
their head office in 
Galway, Ireland to 
the firm’s UK site in 
Oswestry.

Brewing up with Northern District YFC

The Cumbrian 
Northern 
District YFC 
donated £700, 
which was 
raised by 
holding an 
afternoon tea. 

ABOVE: John Mercer (NFU Cymru director), 
Linda Jones (R.A.B.I regional manager), former 
Welsh rugby player Jonathan Davies and Becky 
Davies (R.A.B.I regional manager).  
LEFT: The group refuels at Dolgellau RFC. 
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Gourmet offering
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• Byrgyr, a new gourmet 
burger bar in Aberystwyth, is 
supporting R.A.B.I during its 
first year of business. Byrgyr is 
owned by five farmers’ sons 
from the area.

• The Warwickshire 
committee’s tractor run started 
at the home of supporters Bob 
Shelswell and Helen Moore. 
The event brought in over £700. 

• Committee members were 
joined by their friends from FCN 
at the Bucks County Show at 
Weedon near Aylesbury. The 
day raised £638.55. 

• A raffle at the 
Merionethshire County Show 
brought in £326.60.

• The Amber Valley Rotary 
Club invited 155 riders to a trek 
around Shottle in Derbyshire. 
Proceeds from the event 
were donated to a number of 
charities, including £1,000 to 
R.A.B.I. 

• ‘Old Young Farmers’, 
comprising four former 
members of Clwyd YFC, 
triumphed in a quiz at Mold 
Cricket Club, organised by the 
Clwyd committee. A good mix 
of teams helped to raise £350.

• Storm Callum did not deter 
people from supporting the 
Clwyd committee at their 
Cilcain Community Café slot. 
Over £200 was raised.

• The annual Staffordshire 
Thomas Pegg memorial tractor 
run brought in £400. Thanks to 
Caroline Pegg and her helpers 
for making the day a success.

• The Moorland Vet Centre in 
Staffordshire donated £71.94 
following a cake sale. 

• Over £150 was received 
from a collecting tin at 
the NFU’s office in Market 
Harborough.

• The Richmond Soroptimists 
presented Sally Conner with a 
cheque for £1,000 following a 
talk Sally gave to the group. 
The Soroptimists is a worldwide 
organisation which aims to 
improve the lives of females in 
different communities.  

 

Worcester moved by Jane

• For the second year running, 
R.A.B.I was supported at the 
Yorkshire Post’s Annual Rural 
Awards.  
The event was held at The 
Pavilions in Harrogate and R.A.B.I 
received the proceeds from a 
silent auction, which amounted 
to over £3,700.  
Ben Barnett, agricultural 
correspondent for the Yorkshire 
Post, also spoke publicly at the 
event about the importance of 
R.A.B.I’s work. 

• The Ceredigion branch of 
the Welsh Pony & Cob Society 
organised a concert at Theatr 
Felinfach for R.A.B.I and St John’s 
Ambulance.

• Derbyshire committee 
chairman Bill Dilks did the calling 
at a bingo night at the Bull Shed 
in Belper. The night generated 
£278, with regional manager 
Mary Maud kept busy retrieving 
little blue balls off the floor. 

• Côr Cardi-gân, a mixed 
voice choir from Ceredigion, 
has named R.A.B.I as one of its 
chosen charities for the coming 
year.

• Staff at Limagrain 
made cakes for a bake-off 
competition, raising £484. R.A.B.I 
regional manager Mary Maud 
joined Limagrain’s Rob Cowling, 
Holly Sutcliffe, and Emily Short on 
the judging panel.

• Carmarthenshire committee 
members attended the Welsh 
Dairy Show and helped raised 
£163.40 via donations and a 
competition to ‘guess how 
many litres of milk a Jersey 
cow produced in 304 days’. 
Competition winner Gwyndaf 
Jones won a bottle of whisky 
(the correct answer was 6,294 
litres).

• A charity horse ride was 
held in Bishop Auckland in 
September. Organised by 
the Durham committee, 53 
horses and riders assembled 
at Binchester Hall Farm before 
setting off along the River Wear 
through Bellburn Wood. 

• Regional manager Georgina 
Lamb was invited to speak to a 
group of ladies from Mount Tabor 
in Halifax, who donated £25.

Post’s rural awards
Wheelbarrow raffled off

Pictured are staff and supporters at 
the Glendale Show. A wheelbarrow 
raffle and card sales brought in over 
£800.   

R.A.B.I was named 
show charity at the 
Widecombe Fair and 
Devon committee 
member Donald 
Arscott was given 
the opportunity of 
addressing visitors on 
the main stage. Two 
pages in the show 
programme were also 
devoted to promoting 
R.A.B.I. In total, 
£544.38 was raised on 
the day, with further 
donations to follow.  

Welcome to Widecombe

Ping pong throwing
The proceeds of a raffle at a NFU 
quiz night in Peterborough were 
donated to R.A.B.I. The raffle raised 
more than £300. Because the quiz 
was held during Welly Week there 
was an additional round, which 
challenged competitors to throw 
ping pong balls into a welly! 
Pictured is Nigel Rome of 
Cambridgeshire NFU. 

It was when it was 

Poet Julie Sampson launched her latest 
collection ‘It Was When It Was When It 
Was’ in Crediton, Devon. A proportion of 
proceeds from book sales plus donations 
meant £225 was raised on the night for 
R.A.B.I. Regional manager Pam Wills, 
right, attended the launch and is pictured 
with Julie, left. 

Cooking for 30 people

A fundraising evening hosted by 
Ian Dodd from Cumbrian chartered 
accountants Dodd & Co raised over 
£600. Volunteers cooked and prepared 
food for 30 guests. Pictured left to right 
are: Gillian Potts, Pat Turnbull, Nicki 
Quayle, Elizabeth Raine and Betty 
Graham.

A moving talk by Jane 
King was the highlight 
of the Worcestershire 
committee’s annual 
dinner at the County 
Cricket Club. Around 150 
guests attended for a 
three-course meal. 
Jane spoke about the 
help R.A.B.I provided 
when her husband Paul 
suffered life-changing 
injuries after being kicked 

in the head by a bull 
some six years ago. The 
couple have endured 
some dark and difficult 
times and Jane shared 
her story openly. Regional 
manager Kate Jones 
said: “I could hardly 
speak after listening 
to Jane’s testimony, 
especially as she now has 
a further battle on her 
hands with potential NHS 

cuts to Paul’s night care.  
People certainly gave 
generously and I can 
honestly say this was all 
because of Jane.” 
The auction of promises 
led by Clive Roads made 
£2,330, topped up by 
a further £1,000 from 
Barclays. David Hughes 
of Barclays attended 
on the night with wife 
Claire. Roland Strawn 
of the Halesowen & 
Hayley Farmers Club 
donated £250, raised via 
a breakfast event, while 
Paul Fardon of Pershore 
NFU presented a cheque 
for £1,000, the proceeds 
of a successful clay shoot 
and the David Goodwin 
memorial ploughing 
event. Steve Morris 
donated the wonderful 
sum of £7,770.70 following 
his incredible 70-mile 
run. In total, more than 
£14,500 was contributed 
to R.A.B.I’s cause. 

SELFLESS: Steve Morris with R.A.B.I chairman 
Malcolm Thomas. RIGHT: Jane King. 

Hull Corn and Feed traders dig deep 
A raffle at the 
Hull Corn and 
Feed Trade 
dinner brought 
in £2,000. 
Pictured left to 
right are: John 
Gillan, Ben 
Fisher, Tom 
Windscheffel, 
Sally Conner 
(representing 
R.A.B.I), 
Jim Clarke 
and Carwyn 
Worthington. 

Bob keeps ploughing on 

Pictured at the Masham Show is Bob 
Richardson, who breeds Oxford Downs. 
Bob also helps organise a Plough Sunday 
service for R.A.B.I in East Yorkshire.

Jenny and Lionel Organ, from 
Llangeler, held a party for family 
and friends to celebrate their 80th 
birthdays and raised £964.33.

Many happy returns
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Cumbrian farmers’ auction 
to be held on January 25

Points for Unicorns 
• The Unicorns triumphed in the 
Isle of Wight quiz at the Wight 
Mouse Inn. More than 100 people 
took part and over £500 was 
raised. 

• A tractor run in Dolgellau, hosted 
by Hefin and Sue Ellis, raised £300. 
Twenty tractors joined the run.

• The Carmarthenshire 
Ploughing Society donated £250 
towards R.A.B.I’s work, while the 
Felinfoel events committee in 
Carmarthenshire donated £100. 

• Gloucestershire’s committee 
raised £448 at the Moreton Show, 
running a small stand in the NFU 
marquee (courtesy of Alf Bryant 
and his team at Moreton-in-Marsh 
NFU). A raffle brought in more than 
£200.

• A picnic recital on the banks 
of the River Wye raised more 
than £700. The Wernfach Singers 
performed in the Brecon gardens 
of Paul and Anne Sweeting, who 
are members of the Brecon & 
Radnor committee. Paul even 
performed a few solo numbers 
himself on harp. 

• More than 70 people sat down 
to a beef dinner at the Carmarthen 
Livestock Centre Café, which 
raised £1,138. Mansel Charles, 
chair of Carmarthenshire County 
Council, was guest speaker and 
happily reminisced about his early 
days in farming. 

• Wedmore YFC presented R.A.B.I 
regional manager Pam Wills with 
a cheque for £1,000 at their AGM. 
The money was raised at various 
fundraising activities over the past 
year.

• A quiz night at the Black 
Mountain Lodge in Glasbury-on-
Wye was arranged by the Brecon 
& Radnor committee. Fifteen 
teams took part, with Kath Shaw 
compiling the questions and David 
Morris announcing them. The 
quiz was supported by the Hay 
Veterinary Group and brought in 
£807.

• The Ceredigion committee’s 
Welsh beef dinner at Llanina, 
Llanarth generated £1,304.75. 
Aneurin Davies, author of ‘Bywyd 
wrth Ben-ôl Buwch’, was guest 
speaker and entertained guests 
with stories about his life. 
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Flocking for shepherd’s pie
A shepherd’s pie night at Aberaeron Rugby 
Club raised £1,322. 
Male volunteers from the Ceredigion 
committee cooked and served the classic dish 
at the rugby club on September 8, using Welsh 
lamb donated by Theresa and Gary Glover of 
Plwmp. The event also helped promote Welsh 
lamb during ‘Love Lamb Week’, an  
industry-wide initiative focused on promoting 
lamb sales in the UK.  
The idea of tasking the men to take charge of 
an entire fundraising event came from Chris 
Hunt, who sadly passed away in November 
2016. Her husband Stephen, honorary president 
of R.A.B.I’s Ceredigion committee, said: “Chris 
would have loved this event.” 
Pictured are Euros Davies and Gareth Jones 
from the Ceredigion committee. 

For more than 35 
years, the Farmers’ 
Charity Auction has 
been raising cash for 
nominated charities 
across Cumbria. The 
next auction will be held 
at Carlisle’s Borderway 
Auction Mart on Friday 
January 25.  
The previous auction, 
held in January 
2014, raised £42,000, 
which the organising 
committee is aiming to 
better this time around. 
The money from the 
2019 auction will be split 
between four charities: 
The Heart Centre at 

Cumberland Infirmary, 
the Carlisle Stroke 
Unit, R.A.B.I and Life 
Education, Cumbria. 
For up-to-date news 

on the auction please 
go to @farmers_auction 
on Twitter or see the 
Facebook page @
Farmerscharityauction

Sir Tony McCoy was guest 
speaker at Premier Nutrition’s 
TMS awards ceremony in 
Telford. An auction and a 
sweepstake at the event 
raised £3,470 for R.A.B.I and the 
Injured Jockeys Fund. 
Sports presenter Ed 
Chamberlain hosted the 
awards ceremony, which 
recognised transition 
management in farms that 
use the TMS farm monitoring 
service provided by Premier 
Nutrition. After dinner, the 
record-breaking horseman 
spoke to guests about his life 
in racing. Over a stunning 
career, ‘AP’ rode 4,358 winners 

and was champion National 
Hunt jockey 20 consecutive 
times, every year he was a 
professional. He won most 
of National Hunt’s top races, 
including the Cheltenham 
Gold Cup and the Grand 
National. He offered a set of 
his famous green and yellow 
silks (belonging to the owner he 
rode for, JP McManus) to the 
auction to raise funds for the 
two chosen charities. 
 
ABOVE LEFT: Ed Chamberlain 
introduces Sir Tony McCoy. 
ABOVE RIGHT: ‘AP’ with 
regional managers Kate Jones 
and Mary Maud. 

Night with ‘the champ’ 
R.A.B.I and the Riding for the Disabled Association each received a cheque for 
£15,000, thanks to money raised at the Forde Abbey Summer Fair. Pictured are 
representatives from both organisations with members of the Forde Abbey Fair 
committee. 

Summer fair brings in £30k for two charities

AT THE LAUNCH: R.A.B.I’s representatives in 
Cumbria, Georgina Lamb, Nicki Quayle and Gillian 
Potts. 

Thirteen teams 
did battle for a 
go-karting night 
at Whilton Mill in 
Daventry, with 
Amet Property 
(pictured) 
triumphing. 
Farols came 
second, with 
the wooden 
spoon going to 

Heygates.  
The night 
raised £1,355. 
Committee 
president Willum 
Butterfield, 
chairman David 
Hutchinson and 
treasurer John 
Harris attended 
to see the drivers 
off. 

Lucky 13 for karting 

Supporters on stall 

Pictured at the Penistone Show are 
supporters Anne Stafford, Diane 
Chislett and Mary Smith. R.A.B.I was 
chosen to be a show charity. 

Another successful 
quiz night at the 
Golcar Lily pub 
near Huddersfield 
brought in more 
than £550.  
A record entry 
of 16 teams (75 
people) put their 
knowledge to the 
test on subjects 

ranging from 
pigs to pumpkins. 
Quizzers also got 
a pie supper and 
host Paul Dela Ross 
sold his annual 
carrot cake for 
a whopping £40. 
Martin Rogers is 
certainly a fan of 
Paul’s baking as he 

bought the cake 
for the second year 
in a row.  
This year’s winners 
were ‘Too Many 
Horses’ comprising 
Lynn Jagger, Liz 
Dunn, Justin Dunn, 
James Holdsworth 
and Becky Dunn 
(pictured). 

Everything from pigs to pumpkins
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Peas and pies pack them in at Whiston
More than £8,300 was raised at the annual 
pea and pie supper at Whiston Village Hall in 
Staffordshire, organised by George and Elsie 
Fallows. The hall was packed with around 150 
people and an auction of promises saw 120 lots 
up for grabs, including such things as tickets for 
Alton Towers and a Christmas wreath. The auction 
alone brought in £2,876, while the annual grand 
draw added a further £1,880 to the pot. Barclays 
provided match funding of £2,000.  
Pictured left to right are Staffordshire committee 
members Daisy and Mike Shelley and Richard 
Thomas and Liz Timmis of Barclays. 

Feeding hungry ploughmen + friends
The annual 
Petworth & District 
ploughing match 
was held at 
Ridlington Farm 
and more than 
55 ploughmen 
competed, helping 
to raise over £900 
for R.A.B.I.  
Regional manager 
Sally Field and West 
Sussex committee 
members worked 
tirelessly to provide 
lunches for 170 
people. 
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Horses for courses
• A fun ride in Stratford-
upon-Avon raised £3,000, 
which will be split between 
R.A.B.I and Prostate Cancer 
UK. 
 
• Ian Morris Jones, a 
member of Band6, cycled 
from Anglesey to Pafiliwn 
Bont to play at Ceredigion 
YFC’s end of summer music 
festival at Pontrhydfendigiaid. 
He raised £341.19.

• Crowborough’s 75th 
anniversary horse and tractor 
ploughing match was held 
at Great Cansiron Farm in 
Hartfield and volunteer Laura 
Russell brought in £334 via 
donations and the sale of 
Christmas cards.

• Volunteers in the South 
West manned the gates 
at the Countryside Day at 
Wincanton Racecourse. The 
collection totalled more than 
£500.

• Crediton NFU’s coffee 
morning brought in £115.55.

• Twelve teams entered the 
Suffolk committee’s quiz and 
supper night at Hintlesham 
Community Hall which 
generated £936. 

• Kent committee chairman 
Charles Tassell accepted 
a cheque for £200 from 
Rod Catt, chairman of the 
Southern Rover Owners Club. 
This money was raised at the 
club’s off-road open day for 
family and friends.

• A coffee morning 
organised by the Shropshire 
committee generated £300. 
The event was held at the 
Whitchurch Civic Centre 
and arranged by Rob and 
Barbara Ellison. 

A ‘sparkling high tea’ 
organised by volunteers 
in Shropshire raised 
£8,065.75.  
The event was held in 
a beautiful wedding 
marquee at Brand Hall 
Farm in Market Drayton, 
home to Peter and Jane 
Eardley. Just the day 
before the fundraiser, 
Peter and Jane’s 

daughter Olivia had got 
married. More than 180 
guests came for high 
tea, with food prepared 
by members of R.A.B.I’s 
Shropshire committee 
and Oak Apple Catering. 
Young farmers from 
Whitchurch YFC waited 
on tables. Musicians 
Elaine Cook, Megan 
Ainsworth and Dominic 

Cook performed at the 
event, while David Giles, 
from Shrewsbury-based 
auctioneers Halls, ran 
an auction of promises 
featuring an interesting 
array of lots from an 
agricultural shows ticket 
bundle to a Perspex cow. 
A model farm donated 
by Corteva Agriscience 
was bought for £800.

Being chosen as ‘best charity 
show stand’ for the second 
year running was a pleasant 
surprise for the Hampshire 
team at the Alresford Show. 
Joe Corbett’s 1951 Allis 
Chalmers tractor proved 
a popular attraction for 
photographs, while children 
also got involved with 
colouring in R.A.B.I bags. The 
day raised £683.30.

Preserving links to rural history 

House-warmer
Peter and Susan Norbury’s  

house-warming party 
generated £484.  

Charlotte Thomas kindly 
asked for donations in lieu 
of 21st birthday presents, 
raising £245. Shropshire 

committee members Lloyd 
and Jill Jones also asked for 
donations to R.A.B.I in lieu of 
Golden Wedding anniversary 
presents and this generated 

£910. 

Shropshire high tea is 
a true marquee event 

Best show stand prize for second year in a row 

Barlows of Belvoir, a farm 
preserves company in Harby, 
near Melton Mowbray has 
pledged to support R.A.B.I. 
The company is part of Barlow 
Lodge, an arable farm in 
Leicestershire. Hazel Stanley 
took over the farm in 2004 
following the death of her 
husband. Initially, things were 
tough, but she diversified the 
business and converted an 
outbuilding into a kitchen 
to begin making jams, 
marmalades and chutneys. 
Graham Allen, estate 
manager, said: “Hazel could 
have received help from R.A.B.I 

if she had known about them 
at the time, but now she’s 
in a position to support and 
promote the charity for others 
who are struggling.” 
The company’s products are 
inspired by the countryside 
they hail from. For example, the 
Owd Owthorpe orange and 
apple marmalade is named 
after the village of Owthorpe 
where Colonel Hutchinson, a 
leading parliamentarian in the 
English Civil War, lived. When 
he was arrested and taken to 
the Tower of London one of the 
things he packed was a pot or 
marmalade!  

JAM TODAY: 
Left to 
right, Hazel 
Stanley, 
R.A.B.I 
regional 
manager 
Mary Maud 
and Graham 
Allen. 

• The Great Cornish Quiz saw 23 teams do 
battle against each other in the hall at Trispen. 
The evening was supported by Francis Clark, 
with Brian Harvey of the Cornwall committee 
putting a lot of time into setting some challenging 
questions. The quiz was won by the team from 
Stephens Scown Solicitors. In total, £877 was 
raised. 

• A ‘Yesterday’s Farming’ event was held at the 
Dillington Estate near Ilminster. The organisers, the 
South Somerset Agricultural Preservation Club, 
donated £500 from the weekend to Somerset 
committee member Kate Bailey.

• Fundraisers in Anglesey raised over £800 
with a ‘Môn’tinental Breakfast’ at the Anglesey 
Showground. The event was organised by Heidi 
Williams of C’N’G, who provide agricultural 
consultancy services.

• Eighty guests sat down to Sunday lunch at 
Ferrari’s in Longridge, Lancashire, raising £600 in 
the process. Cheshire dairy farmer Mike Gorton 
was guest speaker.

• Lady Waterford Hall in Ford, Northumberland 
proved a wonderful venue for a Sunday lunch. 
Eighty people attended and over £1,600 was 
raised. 

23 teams for Great Cornish Quiz  

Relaxing in 
the marquee

Brandesburton YFC held a raffle for R.A.B.I at their annual ploughing match, 
which brought in £280.

Tickets to ride!



20 Every donation, large or small, is appreciated. You can give via www.justgiving.com/rabi

December 
10       Carol service, Cockermouth
11       Carol service, Carlisle 
11       Nativity, Ashford Market, Kent 
12       Carol service, Gisburn
12       Beaufort House coffee morning, Somerset
12       Manson House Christmas Fayre, Suffolk   
12       Salisbury carol service
13       Bingo night, Haverfordwest Cricket Club
13       Winter Drinks, Northamptonshire 
14       Carol service, Petworth
16       Carol service, Llanerchaeron Church
20       Holsworthy Market auction, Devon  

January 
8-9      LAMMA, NEC, Birmingham
13       Plough Sunday, Cropthorne, Worcestershire
16       Ripon Farm Services open days
17       Quiz night, Monmouthshire Livestock Centre 
17       FB, Griggs, St Austell, Cornwall
22       FB, Hutton Cranswick Farm Shop, East Yorks 
23       FB, Greenfields, Canterbury 
25       Farmers charity auction, Carlisle 
29       FB, Poacher & Partridge, Tudeley, Kent

February 
2         FB, Hellingly Village Hall, Sussex

3         Plough Sunday service, Nantwich
5         FB, Bartholomew Barn, Kirdford, Sussex  
5         FB, Macknades Fine Foods, Faversham 
6         Yorkshire Agricultural Machinery Show, York 
6         FB, Dirty Habit, Hollingbourne, Kent 
7         FB, Elham Vineyard, Kent
10       FB, Rowberry’s, Chaddersley Corbett
14       FB, Medway Yacht Club, Rochester, Kent
20       NFU v YFC quiz, South Petherton
21       FB, Dog & Duck, Canterbury, Kent 
25       Plumpton race day  

March 
1         FB, Stockpot, Ashford Market, Kent  
8         Shropshire quiz, Hadnall Village Hall 
14       Quiz, Bourne, Lincolnshire
15       Devon Spring Ball, Dawlish Warren
16       Leicestershire clay shoot
19       Fine art preview, Hansons, Derbyshire
19       Whist drive, Northchapel Village Hall, Sussex 
21       Staffordshire dinner, County Showground 
22       Clay shoot, West Kent Shooting School 
23       Beetle drive, Warnford, Hampshire 
23       Bedfordshire clay shoot, Risely 
 

           FB indicates Farmhouse Breakfast

Diary Dates

EAST – LUCY BELLEFONTAINE
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire
Mobile: 07739 297374 
Tel: 01728 602888
Email: lucy.bellefontaine@rabi.
org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieast

NORTH EAST – SALLY CONNER
North Yorkshire, County Durham, 
Northumberland, East Yorkshire
Mobile: 07818 093506 
Tel: 01964 541400
Email: sally.conner@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabinortheast

SOUTH EAST – SALLY FIELD
Hampshire, IOW, Surrey, Sussex, 
Kent
Mobile: 07799 798441 
Tel: 01903 882741
Email: sally.field@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABISouthEast

NORTH WALES & WARWICKSHIRE  
– BECKY DAVIES
Anglesey, Caernarfon, Conwy, 
Clwyd, Montgomeryshire, 
Warwickshire
Mobile: 07730 765377 
Tel: 01341 422672
Email: becky.davies@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABINWalesWarks

NORTH WEST – GEORGINA LAMB
Cumbria, Lancashire, South 
& West Yorkshire, Merseyside, 
Cheshire
Mobile: 07917 114250
Email: georgina.lamb@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabinorthwest

SOUTH CENTRAL –  LAURA RACTLIFFE
Buckinghamshire, Berkshire, 
Wiltshire, Gloucestershire, 
Oxfordshire 
Tel: 07919 478518  
Email: laura.ractliffe@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/RABISCentral

EAST MIDLANDS – MARY MAUD    
Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,  
Derbyshire, Northamptonshire  
Mobile: 07525 323450 
Email: mary.maud@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieastmids 

SOUTH WEST – PAM WILLS
Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Somerset
Mobile: 07825 336224
Tel: 01398 361819
Email: pam.wills@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/PamRABI

WALES – LINDA JONES
Brecon & Radnor, 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, 
Pembrokeshire, Glamorgan, 
Merionethshire, Monmouthshire  
Mobile: 07557 363016
Tel: 01559 364850
Email: linda.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabicymru_wales

Regional Managers

WEST MIDLANDS – KATE JONES 
Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire
Mobile: 07876 492839
Email: kate.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabiwestmidsThe crazy life of a farmer’s wife

‘Crazies’ from all 
over the UK came 
together at a ball at 
Hatherley Manor in 
Gloucestershire to raise 
£1,804 for R.A.B.I and 
the Air Ambulance. 

Chloe Williams set up 
a Facebook group 
and website after she 
married a farmer, had 
a baby and sometimes 
found herself feeling 
lonely and isolated. 

She was overwhelmed 
by the response she 
received from fellow 
farming women and 
today, The Crazy Life of 
a Farmer’s Wife group 
has 5,000+ members 
(known as ‘Crazies’) 
who connect and 
support each other via 
social media. Chloe’s 
enterprise resulted in 
her being a finalist in 
the Countryfile Farming 
Hero Award 2018. 
Chloe, centre, is 
pictured with R.A.B.I’s 
head of operations and 
communications Kris 
Band, left, and Rachel 
Edwards. 

Methodists inspired by Betty’s talk 
After hearing Betty 
Burke talk about 
her work on the 
North Yorkshire 
committee, her local 
Methodist church 
said they wanted to 
make a donation. 
Betty is pictured 
with members 
Finghall Methodists, 
presenting a 
cheque for £1,500. 
The donation is 
especially generous 
as the Methodist 
group only has 10 
members.


