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From the chairman
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From the chairman
When a crisis strikes in farming, there’s often a time 
lag before our welfare department starts receiving 
requests for help.   
Farmers are proud people, used to coping with 
a setback or two or, more likely, three or four. But 
eventually, many call R.A.B.I because they’ve 
reached the point where they don’t know where else 
to turn.   
In June and July, we received 145 requests for help, 
compared to 90 during the same period in 2017. In 
August, we received a further 77 requests for help, 
a 33% increase on August 2017. All early indications 
point to an extremely busy winter ahead for our staff.    
When people have been struggling to cope with 
insuffi cient income for some time, something like this 
summer’s drought can tip them over the edge. 
It’s easy to argue over the fi ner points of what actually 
constitutes ‘extreme weather’ but what is clear 
beyond debate is that this year’s weather has tested 
the resolve and fi nances of many in our sector and 
left a lot of farmers anxious about what comes next. 
The stories told to our welfare team during the past 
few months have been fairly consistent:  

‘I’m struggling and the drought’s made it worse’

‘Rising feed prices are hitting me hard’

‘The farm’s been struggling since getting fl ooded last 
autumn, I had to keep animals in during the spring 
and now I’m unable to plant winter feed’

‘I’m a farmworker, nothing is growing and I’m not 
getting any work’

‘I’m being forced to sell my animals because I can’t 
afford to feed them’

‘My crops are really suffering’

 I’ve attended quite a few fundraisers and shows 
this year and heard lots of fi rst and second-hand 
accounts of such stories.
Yes, we’ve had long spells of adverse weather before, 
but this time it’s worse because a particularly wet, 
cold spring preceded the drought creating, if you like, 
the perfect storm. 
Industry leaders have been trying to work out what 
to do to reduce the impact of the drought and the 
Secretary of State emphasised Defra’s readiness to 
respond ‘proactively’. Now, the rains have come 
but the problems have not gone away. Indeed, they 
might just be getting worse. 
At R.A.B.I, we remain committed to helping those in 
fi nancial need, both in the short and long term. 
However, the sector as a whole must continue to face 
up to ongoing challenges so meaningful assistance 
can be provided where it is needed most. 
Many farmers remain worried that their feed stocks will 
not last the winter, and about the costs that will  be 
incurred to replace them once they’re gone.

Malcolm Thomas MBE, 
R.A.B.I chairman

COVER IMAGE  
Nicki Quayle, back on solid ground, after a 
charity skydive. Also see page 14   
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Welfare officer Pat Dobson 
represented R.A.B.I at a ‘roundtable 
on rural loneliness’ at the Defra 
offices in London. The meeting 
was introduced by Tracey Crouch, 
parliamentary under-secretary for 
sport and civil society and Lord 
Gardiner of Kimble, ahead of plans 
to set up a cross-party ‘loneliness’ 
commission.  
Pat (pictured) said: “Six 
organisations were asked 
to talk about the causes 
of loneliness at the event. 
“I was last to speak and 
most of the issues had 
already been covered – 
isolation, family dispersal, 
physical and mental 
disability, poor transport 
and access to services.  
“I raised the issue of 

financial need and how many people 
do not understand the statutory 
benefits system. Many in hardship 
could be more readily referred to 
benevolent and medical charities.  
“I also talked about the changing 
face of villages. I mentioned the case 
of someone I know who has lived in 
the same place for many years but 
who has no neighbours to look out 

for her. Those she knew 
well, living close by, have 
all gone and the people 
who’ve taken their 
places ‘keep themselves 
to themselves’.” 
A 2017 study of health 
and wellbeing in rural 
areas, carried out by 
the Local Government 
Association (LGA) and 
Public Health England, 

found that rural areas make up 85 
per cent of the land in England and 
9.8 million people (19 per cent of the 
population) live in these areas.  
The report suggests that ‘broad-brush 
indicators measuring the largely 
positive health, wealth and wellbeing 
of rural communities can mask small 
pockets of significant deprivation and 
poor health outcomes’.  
Pat said: “It was interesting to hear 
about some of the problems and 
contrasts in other countries too. For 
example, there are low levels of 
loneliness in Finland, but high levels 
in Sweden. Tracey is keen to find out 
why. She also made the point that 
wealthy people can be just as lonely 
as poor people. 
“Social prescribing (GPs, nurses and 
other primary care professionals 
referring people to a range of local, 
non-clinical services) was briefly 
discussed and this could help people 
access services. I believe it’s really 
important for people to know who 
they should contact for help if they 
are lonely and that, perhaps, a 
national helpline might be useful. It 
might also be useful if there was more 
consistency in services available 
around the country. 
“What comes next? We’ll wait and 
see, but Tracey Crouch is looking 
for bold new ideas and has the full 
backing of the PM in launching the 
loneliness strategy.” 
 
Anyone wishing to contribute to 
the debate about loneliness should 
contact loneliness@culture.gov.uk

Untold stories of  
a hidden problem 
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Your money can changes lives
Chris’s story  
Chris Taylor spent his 
working life on farms. 
However, in retirement 
he found himself with 
nowhere to live and 
no money to improve 
his situation. He got in 
touch with R.A.B.I and 
now lives at Manson 
House in Bury St 
Edmunds, Suffolk, one 
of two residential care 
homes belonging to the 
charity.
He said: “The farming 
life is the only one 
I knew. It was a 
marvellous life and I 
enjoyed every minute 
of it.”
Chris first contacted 
R.A.B.I for support via 
Age Concern when he 
found himself without 
a ‘ha’penny in his 
pocket’. He received 
a cheque for £100, 

plus money towards 
a TV and a cooker. 
Many years later, he 
found himself facing an 
uncertain future when 
he was given notice 
to quit his flat by his 
landlord.
“I thought ‘what do I 
do?’
“There was only one 
answer, ring up R.A.B.I. 
“Within 10 days I had 
moved in (to Manson 
House) and had a  
four-room flat. How can 
I beat that? You made 
my life liveable, I don’t 
know what the blazes 
would have happened 
to me because I didn’t 
have anything. 
“R.A.B.I made me a full 
beneficiary and I’ve 
been living with them 
ever since.  
“Without them I don’t 
know where I would 
be.”

How to order Christmas cards, notelets and calendars
This Christmas, R.A.B.I will 
again be selling Christmas 
cards, notelets and calendars 
to raise funds and let people 
know more about our work. 
Packs of 10 cards (design 
options illustrated right) are 
available from £4.50. 
Our 2019 ‘Farming in Focus’ 
calendar is also now 
available. The calendar is 
available in two formats; the 
wall version costs £7.50 and 
the desk version £4. 
Packs of 12 notelets cost £4. 
Each pack contains three 
cards, with different designs 
available.Thank you to all the 
artists and photographers 
who have supported us by 
donating images. 

How to order   
Complete the Christmas 
card, calendar and notelet 
order form and return by post 
to Elle Publishing, 7 Seax Way, 
Southfields Industrial Park, 
Basildon, Essex, SS15 6SW. The 
form can be downloaded 
from www.rabi.org.uk

Alternatively, make your 
selection from the enclosed 
leaflet and place your 
order by calling the Card 

& Calendar Order and 
Enquiry Hotline: 01268 888217.
Please note that cards and 
calendars are not sent out 
from R.A.B.I’s Oxford office. 
Only contact the office with 
general enquiries, not orders.
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Regional Welfare Officers  
Find out what we can do for you today by calling 0808 281 9490

TOM ARMSTRONG 
NORTH
Northumberland, Durham, Scotland 
 
  
JOHN BASNETT
NORTH EAST  
North & West Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Tyne & Wear
 
 
JACKIE CLEGG 
NORTH WEST 
Cheshire, Lancashire, Cumbria, Merseyside
 
 
LOUISE WILKINSON 
LINCOLNSHIRE + 
Lincolnshire, East Yorkshire, Nottinghamshire
 
 
CAROLINE HARRISON
HEART OF ENGLAND  
Staffordshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, West Midlands 
 
 
MEL JONES
NORTH WALES & SHROPSHIRE
Anglesey, Conwy, Caernarfon, Denbighshire, Flintshire, 
Merionethshire, Shropshire, North Powys
 
 
ELONWY WILLIAMS     
SOUTH WEST WALES 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, Pembrokeshire 
 
 
 
CLAIRE CRICHARD 
SOUTH EAST WALES & BORDERS
Brecon & Radnor, Glamorgan, Monmouthshire, 
Worcestershire, North Gloucestershire, Herefordshire

CATHY DENSLOW 
SOUTH 
South Somerset, Dorset, Hampshire, Isle of Wight 
 
 
LINDSEY CHURCHILL 
SOUTH CENTRAL  
Oxfordshire, Wiltshire, North Somerset, South Gloucestershire  

 
SALLY HUBBARD 
EAST  
Suffolk, Norfolk
 
 
PAT DOBSON
SOUTH EAST  
Berkshire, West and East Sussex, Kent, Essex, Surrey,  
Middlesex, London
 
 
CHLOE RIGLER
SOUTH WEST  
Cornwall, Devon  

VACANT POSITION    
EAST CENTRAL  
Northamptonshire, Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Hertfordshire   
 
 
All enquiries to our welfare department will be handled in confidence 

Pauline Bennett 
says she’s always 
wanted to do a ‘big 
fundraiser’. 
The 57-year-old 
farmer’s wife 
(pictured) certainly 
wasn’t joking when 
she announced 
her plan to drive 
a tractor from 
Welshpool Livestock 
Sales Market to John 
o’Groats in Scotland 
– then all the way 
down to Land’s End 
in Cornwall and 
back to Welshpool.  
The 15-day journey 
covered a whopping 
2,129 miles!
Pauline’s challenge 
raised money for 
four charities close to 
her heart, the British 
Heart Foundation, 
Cancer Research UK, 
R.A.B.I and the Welsh 
Air Ambulance. 
Pauline was loaned 
a New Holland 
T6.175 tractor by Jim 
Nash of Hallmark 

Tractors in Cubley, 
Derbyshire. She 
also towed an Ifor 
Williams trailer. 
She set off from 
Welshpool on July 9 
and arrived back on 
July 23 after heading 
up the western side 
of Britain to the 
heights of Scotland 
to reach John 
O’Groats, before 
coming back down 
the Eastern side of 
the country and then 
across to Land’s End. 
That still left her with 
a 300+ mile journey 
back to Welshpool.
A number of 
supporters offered 
up their homes for 
Pauline to stay in 
during her journey, 
including Steve and 
Nic Carlyon from 
Newquay.  
Nic’s father travelled 
from John o’Groats 
to Land’s End in a 
135 tractor in just 
nine days in 2004.

Tractor  
on tour!
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The team at Frontier 
Agriculture raised £10,000 
for various charities during 
May’s Mental Health 
Awareness Week. 
The sum of £5,549.73 was 
raised by Frontier staff 
through a week-long series 
of fundraising events. 
Frontier donated a penny 
for every tonne of grain 
traded during the week, 
adding another £1,216.06 
to the total raised. The 
business donated an 
additional £3,234.21 to 

round the final total up to 
£10,000. 
The money will be split 
between BEAT, Mind,  
Anxiety UK,  Sane,  
Addington Fund,  Farming 
Community Network, R.A.B.I 
and RSABI.
Sharon Kennett, chair 
of Frontier’s Responsible 
Choice steering group, 
said: “Mental Health 
Awareness Week is very 
popular with our employees 
and yet again they have 
excelled themselves. It’s an 

initiative we are proud to 
support as a business.
“As in 2017, we had a very 
diverse range of events 
with nearly every Frontier 
site and colleague involved 
in some way. People enter 
into the spirit of the week 
and there is a real energy 
around the business. 
“We saw everything from 
quizzes, raffles and Easter 
Egg hunts, to people 
abseiling from buildings and 
volunteering to be locked 
in stocks for colleagues 

to throw wet sponges at 
them!  We even had one of 
our directors and a senior 
finance manager being 
sponsored to undergo 
dance training in order 
to give a special one off 
Strictly Come Dancing 
performance at this year’s 
company Christmas party.  
“We’re looking forward to 
passing the money onto the 
charities we’re supporting; 
we know they will put it to 
good use helping people 
when they need it most.” 

Week-long series of events for Frontier staff

Cereals 2018 pulls 
in bumper crowds
For the third year in a row, 
R.A.B.I was chosen to be 
show charity at Cereals 
and exit collections 
brought in a staggering 
£3,545.12.
Cereals is the UK’s 
leading arable industry 
event, attracting more 
than 20,000 farmers, 
agronomists, and industry 
professionals. R.A.B.I 
received tremendous 
support from its business 
partners at this year’s 
Cereals event, which was 
held at Chrishall Grange 
Duxford, Cambridgeshire.
Many businesses hung 
up R.A.B.I boards and 
kept literature at their 
stands. Lucy Bellefontaine, 
regional manager for the 
East, visited supporters 
during the show to thank 
them for all they have 
done. Lucy said: “This 
has been a fantastic 
opportunity to meet many 
of our supporters, who 
help us to spread the word 
about the work we do.”
The R.A.B.I stand enjoyed a 
great showground position, 
next to the media centre 
and opposite the NFU’s 
base. Suzy Deeley, R.A.B.I 
corporate development 
manager, thanked 
Comexposium Haymarket 
Exhibitions Limited for 
their continued support, 
adding: “It’s a brilliant 
way of raising awareness 
of our work and the sum 
raised from this year’s exit 
collection is incredible. 

R.A.B.I was also named 
show charity by 
Comexposium Haymarket 
at Fruit Focus, which took 
place at the NIAB East 
Malling Research Centre in 
Kent in July.

TOP: Manning buckets for the exit 
collection, Mary Maud, Roger Grey, 
Christine Bish, Geraldine Atkins and Stuart 
Bish.  
ABOVE: Regional manager Lucy 
Bellefontaine with Dan Jolly from Yagro.  
TOP RIGHT: The Barclays team at Cereals.  
BOTTOM RIGHT: Sam Pimblett of Wilson 
Wraight. 

Winner of Krone baler competition announced
Michael Rowlands is the proud new 
owner of a Comprina F155 XC Baler, 
worth around £40k.  
Throughout the summer, Krone UK, an 
international agricultural machinery 
producer, specialising in hay and forage 
equipment, has been selling raffle 
tickets to support R.A.B.I and FCN. The 

competition marked 40 years of Krone 
UK round balers. Michael’s winning ticket 
was drawn at Countryfile Live, held at 
Blenheim Palace, on August 3. 
Around £10,000 has been raised for the 
two farming charities.  
Thanks to all at Krone UK for their 
wonderful generosity. 

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, Shaw House, 27 West Way, Oxford OX2 0QH        
Website www.rabi.org.uk   Helpline 0808 281 9490   General enquiries 01865 724931   Email grants@rabi.org.uk

Facebook.com/rabicharity1    Twitter.com/rabicharity    Instagram.com/rabicharity   
Figures (unaudited) cover the period January 1 to September 12, 2018. They have been rounded up where appropriate.                       Reg charity number 208858
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The nights might be closing in, but you 
don’t have to feel like the walls are too

The Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution, Shaw House, 27 West Way, Oxford OX2 0QH        
Website www.rabi.org.uk   Helpline 0808 281 9490   General enquiries 01865 724931   Email grants@rabi.org.uk

Facebook.com/rabicharity1    Twitter.com/rabicharity    Instagram.com/rabicharity   
Figures (unaudited) cover the period January 1 to September 12, 2018. They have been rounded up where appropriate.                       Reg charity number 208858

£1.48m
Paid out in  

grants this year 

1,095
Individuals / families have  
received financial support 

It’s in everyone’s interest to ensure we have a thriving food industry  

Call our  Freephone Helpline 0808 281 9490

Who do we help? It’s people just like you...

We know that for many in farming it’s already been a tough year. And we’ve not even got to winter 
yet. For most outside the industry, the summer sunshine was fab but is now a distant memory.  
The nights are drawing in, the skies are grey again and everything’s back to ‘normal’, right?  
At R.A.B.I we know it takes time and patience to recover from adversities, such as those caused by 
extreme weather. We work with people in financial need to find solutions to their problems. We’ve 
been helping farming people since 1860 and have put thousands of families back on track.  
Why not let us help you?   

£301k
Given to working  
families in 2018 

152
The number of working  

families assisted 
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Issues persist aft er 
long hot summer

Snow, fl oods and 
heavy rainfall in 
spring… then, one 
of the hottest, driest 
summers in living 
memory. Who’d be a 
farmer? 
R.A.B.I is ready to 
help those in hardship 
because of the 
demands of extreme 
weather.  
R.A.B.I CEO Paul 
Burrows said: “Farmers 
have been forced to 
constantly reassess 
and change plans for 
some time now.
“Reacting to what 
the elements throw 
at you is all part of a 
farmer’s life and most 
accept that. However, 
extreme weather 
creates extreme 
challenges and it can 
be impossible to plan 
for anything.” 
In August, R.A.B.I 
was represented 
at an agricultural 
summit to discuss the 
summer’s drought 
and its implications 
for farmers, both short 
and long term. The 
Westminster meeting 
was attended by 
representatives from 
a wide range of 
farming organisations 
and chaired by NFU 
president Minette 
Batters. 
Environment Secretary 
Michael Gove was 

present and vowed 
to support the farming 
industry by ‘increasing 
fl exibility and reducing 
bureaucracy’. He 
indicated, however, 
that a ‘change of 
thinking’ might be 
needed if long hot 
summers like the one 
recently experienced 
become more 
commonplace. 
Attendees also 
heard from sector 
representatives about 
their short and medium 
term challenges 
including irrigation, 
water shortages, crop 
loss, forage shortfalls 
and heat stress in 
livestock. 
Results from a survey 
of over 600 NFU 
members on the 
impact of the drought 
were announced 
in September and 
showed 71% suffered a 
negative impact from 
the weather. 
Over three-quarters 
(78%) of farmers 
using forage expect 
a shortfall in feed 
reserves this winter. 
And of the farmers 
growing spring 
crops, 90% say they 
are ‘poorer than 
expected’.

Call the Freephone 
R.A.B.I helpline 
0808 281 9490
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New chief executive is appointed 
R.A.B.I is delighted 
to announce the 
appointment of Alicia 
Chivers as its new chief 
executive. Alicia will take 
over from Paul Burrows in 
November 2018. 
A qualified chartered 
accountant from a 
farming family, Alicia 
is currently the CEO of 
the RAF Central Fund, a 
charity providing support 
to those serving in the RAF. 
Alicia brings more than 15 
years of senior charitable 
management experience 
to R.A.B.I.  
Alicia said: “I am 
delighted to be joining 
R.A.B.I and look forward to 
building on the fantastic 
work of Paul and the 
team. Farming faces some 
major challenges over 
the next couple of years 
but R.A.B.I will continue 
to stand alongside the 
community, providing 
invaluable support to 

families suffering hardship, 
often through no fault 
of their own. Having 
grown up on and around 
farms, I see R.A.B.I as the 
charitable heart of the 
farming community and I 
am honoured to be a part 
of the team.” 
Paul Burrows has served 
as R.A.B.I’s chief executive 
for the past 12 years. 
Having spent much of his 
time at the charity’s base 
in Oxfordshire, he is looking 
forward to returning 
home to Devon. He said: 
“I’ve thoroughly enjoyed 
my time with R.A.B.I 
and would like to thank 
everyone associated 
with the charity for their 
wonderful support and 
commitment to the 
cause. There are many 
uncertainties in farming at 
the moment, largely due 
to Brexit, but there are 
still exciting opportunities 
too.”

R.A.B.I chairman, Malcolm 
Thomas MBE added: 
“Paul’s dedication over 
many years has been 
immense and I would 
personally like to thank 
him for everything he 

has done to move our 
organisation forwards. I 
am confident that Alicia 
will bring fresh new ideas 
to R.A.B.I to build on the 
foundations that are 
already in place.”

Alicia Chivers Paul Burrows 

‘When William died I lost a great boss and friend’
Oxfordshire farmer Mark 
Wiseman walked the  
268-mile Pennine Way to 
raise more than £1,415 
for R.A.B.I. Mark, his sister 
Natasha and her partner 
Mike departed from Edale 
in Derbyshire on May 27 
and reached the end of 
the trail, at Kirk Yetholm, 
a village in the Scottish 
Borders, on June 15.  
Mark was inspired to walk 
for R.A.B.I following the 
death in 2016 of his friend 
and boss William Cumber, a 
former R.A.B.I trustee. Here, 
Mark shares his story.  
 
“When I decided that I 
would walk the Pennine 
Way I had no intention 
of making it a charity 
walk. Circumstances at 
work changed all that. 
I worked for William 
Cumber (Cumber Farms 
in Marcham) since he 
employed me in 1987 
during my middle year 
placement from Berkshire 
College of Agriculture. 
In 2003 I became arable 
manager. Sadly, William 
died in 2016 and I lost a 

great boss and friend. 
William was a trustee of 
R.A.B.I and would travel 
all around the country 
with his R.A.B.I badge on, 
something he loved doing. 
I know that I had William’s 
blessing to do this walk as 
I had discussed it with him 
when he was ill. Originally, 
I had planned to walk in 
2017, but decided that his 
son (also William) needed 
support in those first few 
months after his father’s 
death. R.A.B.I seemed a 
natural cause to support in 
memory of a great man.  
I suppose the best aspect 
of the whole walk was the 
astonishing views that no 
photograph can ever do 
justice to. The toughest 
aspect was the insane 
ascents that really wear 
you out. I knew the walk 
wasn’t going to be a 
pushover – it’s England’s 
most challenging trail – 
but I was surprised how 
exhausting it was, both 
mentally and physically. The 
first seven days consisted of 
glorious sunshine. It sounds 
good, but believe me, it 

wasn’t. We literally couldn’t 
carry enough water. 
Dehydration became a 
real worry. We met others 
on the trail. One good 
companion we made was 
Steve, walking with his 
two four-year-old border 
collies. What is astonishing 
about Steve is that he has 
a faulty heart and relies on 
a battery powered gizmo 

to keep his heart going. His 
maximum heart rate is only 
120 beats per minute so 
on some of the gradients 
he would have to stop for 
a few seconds. I have so 
much admiration for this 
man. He finished the walk 
on the same day as us 
and was preparing to do 
the Yorkshire Three Peaks 
Challenge a week later!”

AT THE FINISH LINE: Mike, Natasha and Mark. 
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Develop other skills to boost 
income and stay in farming 
In today’s world, it’s diffi cult 
for many to make a living 
out of farming alone. That’s 
why R.A.B.I offers training 
grants – to enable people 
to develop skills so that 
they can earn extra money 
off-farm, increase their 
income and ultimately stay 
in farming. 
R.A.B.I has helped people 
train in such things as tree 
surgery, hedge-laying and 
butchery, pass forklift truck 
operator courses, gain 
HGV licences and qualify 
as medical receptionists, 
IT operators and website 
designers! Training grants 
can be provided to people 
on low incomes with limited 
savings.  

Other things to remember 
about R.A.B.I training 
grants: 

• They are provided at the 
discretion of trustees.

• People currently working 
in farming in England 
and Wales can apply for 
assistance.
 
• The household’s main 
source of income should 
come from farming.

• A spouse /partner 
may also be eligible for 
a training grant. At their 
discretion, trustees may 
consider applications from 
a son / daughter whose 
main occupation is 
on-farm and who intends 

to increase the household 
income.

• Training grants are not 
for people seeking to enter 
the farming industry, higher 
education or for training 
sons / daughters who 
are looking to work fully 
independently, off-farm. 

• They won’t be provided 
if the cost of the training 
should form part of the 
overheads for the general 
running of the applicant’s 
business. This applies to 
farmworkers too, where an 
employer would normally 
be expected to pay for 
training needs.  

 
To fi nd out more, or discuss 
with a member of R.A.B.I’s 
welfare team, please call 
the confi dential Freephone 
Helpline 0808 281 9490 or 
email grants@rabi.org.uk

Bryan’s story 
Thirty-year-old Bryan 
Coates (pictured)
works with his father on a 
700-acre moorland farm 
between Hawes and the 
Ribblesdale Viaduct in 
North Yorkshire. Bryan grew 
up on the tenanted farm 
and one day hopes to take 
over from his Dad. The farm 
has been in the family for 
three generations. 
Married with a young son, 
Bryan and his family live 
in a cottage owned by 
his father. Supporting his 
family solely on his farm 
income is not easy so Bryan 
sought R.A.B.I’s help to 
gain Large Goods Vehicle 
(LGV) driving 
qualifi cations. 
R.A.B.I paid for 
him to take a 
fi ve-day /37-
hour course 
with Lancaster 
Training which 
resulted in Bryan 
passing his Driver 
and Vehicle 
Standards 
Agency (DVSA) 

driving test (category C). 
Bryan explained: “I want to 
be more self-suffi cient for 
myself and my family. Now 
we’ve got a little boy we 
need a stable income. I like 
driving and there are quite 
a few quarries in this area. 
“Local feed and cattle 
wagon fi rms are always 
looking for drivers and I’ve 
already spoken to some of 
them.”
Working on the family farm 
can be hard work, but 
Bryan says people of his 
age accept the need to 
develop secondary skills to 
boost earnings, so they can 
stay in farming. 
He said: “We’ve got rare 
breed cattle and mixed 
breed sheep but it’s a 

disadvantaged farm, the 
land is not particularly 
good and it’s rough 
grazing. It can be quite 
tiring and frustrating work. 
We get micro climates. 
We’re always 
playing 
catch-up, 
always 
behind.       
“I enjoy 
driving and 
now want to 
get a second 
job with a 
fi rm where I 
can put my 
skills to good 
use. A lot of 
farmers need 
to take their 
skills away 
from the farm 
nowadays.”
Bryan came 
across R.A.B.I 
by chance 
but is grateful 
for the help 
he’s received. 
He added: 
“I’ve read 
up on what 
R.A.B.I does 

and have told quite a few 
other people about you. 
“To me you’ve been great, 
also helping with a fuel 
grant in the winter when the 
oil ran out.” 

I want to be more 
self-suffi cient for 
myself and my family. 
Now we’ve got a little 
boy we need a stable 
income. ”

“
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Jo’s story 
Jo Brazington’s personal 
circumstances changed 
markedly following 
the breakdown of her 
marriage.
It left her facing many 
uncertainties, including 
how she was going to 
earn a living.
Jo, from Gloucestershire, 
has worked in the farming 
and equestrian worlds for 
most of her life. A qualifi ed 
farm secretary, she also 
ran a small rosette-making 
business from home 
while her children were 
young. However, when 
confronted with some 
harsh realities, she sought 
to gain her HGV licence 
to build on her skillset 
and take advantage of 
potential new earning 
opportunities. 
“I’ve always driven 
agricultural machinery so 
this seemed a logical way 
forward,” explained Jo.
“A friend of mine from the 
NFU suggested I should 
contact R.A.B.I, who I’d 
not heard of before. 
“I sent off an email 
explaining my situation 
and got a reply straight 
back. Then someone 
came out to see me, to 
talk through my situation 
and fi nances.” 
R.A.B.I agreed to pay for 
Jo’s LGV Cat C training 
course and test fees. She 
did her theory training 
online and found a 
practical course with 
MT Training Services in 
Tewkesbury, receiving 
one-to-one instruction 

over a week-long period.  
Jo said: “Having 
now gained all my 

qualifi cations 
and passed 
my HGV Cat C 
and Certifi cate 
of Professional 
Competence 
(CPC) I would 
like to say a 
huge thank you 
for the funding. 
“I thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
training and I had 
a paid job waiting 
to be done. 
Hopefully there will 

be many more to come.
“After my application 

had gone before R.A.B.I’s 
trustees, I got a telephone 
call from a member of 
the welfare team letting 
me know that it had been 
approved. That was very 
sweet. 
“I defi nitely prefer to be 
doing something that’s 
hands-on and I’m able 
to fi t driving in with other 
things. 
“I like working outdoors, 
but it’s not always easy 
for women to fi nd jobs 
in agriculture. Many still 
fi nd it hard to be taken 
seriously.”

over a week-long period.  

qualifi cations 
and passed 
my HGV Cat C 
and Certifi cate 
of Professional 
Competence 
(CPC) I would 
like to say a 
huge thank you 
for the funding. 
“I thoroughly 
enjoyed the 
training and I had 
a paid job waiting 
to be done. 
Hopefully there will 

I like working 
outdoors, but it’s 
not always easy for 
women to fi nd jobs 
in agriculture. Many 
still fi nd it hard to be 
taken seriously.”

“

Having a HGV licence 
widens my horizons



12

R.A.B.I has county committees across England and Wales, who work at a local 
level to raise awareness of the charity as well as funds. Committees are the 
lifeblood of R.A.B.I and we very much value the time and effort that people put 
into supporting us.   

Regional News  

Cocktail glasses raised for Sally
The 33rd annual 
cocktail party 
was held ahead 
of the Royal 
Norfolk Show, 
which took place 
at the Norfolk 
Showground on 
June 27 and 28.  
This year, R.A.B.I 
was proud to be 
named as a show 
charity. 
The cocktail 
parties were the 
brainchild of 
former NFU County 
chairman David 
Ritchie. Organised 
by R.A.B.I’s Norfolk 
committee, with 
support from the 
Royal Norfolk 
Agricultural 
Association, the 
parties have raised 
more than £161k 
over the years. 
More than 250 
people attended 
this year’s event. 

The party was 
tinged with 
sadness for many, 
with Sally Mitchell 
stepping down 
as R.A.B.I county 
secretary. Sally 
has served R.A.B.I 
with great skill and 
dedication since 
1982, when she first 
got involved with 
organising a local 
dinner dance. 
She subsequently 
became a trustee 
of R.A.B.I and 
was joint deputy 
chairman of the 
charity from 1996-
2004. 
Paul Burrows, 
R.A.B.I CEO, said 
Sally’s leadership 
had been 
‘influential’. 
He commented: 
“She campaigned 
to enable the 
charity to help 
all those in the 

agricultural 
industry, including 
farm staff, when 
the Royal Charter 
was amended in 
1997. Her efforts, 
especially during 
the world’s worst 
Foot and Mouth 
epidemic in 2001, 
when a total 
of £10m was 
given out, were 
inspirational.” 
Awarded an MBE 
in the 2014 New 
Year’s Honours, 
Sally thanked 
husband, John 
and sons Joe, 
Harry and Sam for 
their support over 
the years. 
A hand-carved 
wooden bench 
was presented to 
Sally by Sir John 
White, of the Salle 
estate, on behalf 
of the Norfolk 
county committee.  

TIME TO SIT BACK: Sally Mitchell with the hand-carved 
bench presented to her by Sir John White. 

It’s a good time for crops, according to Charlie
Charlie Quick, president 
of Nottingham University’s 
Agricultural Society, 
spent years growing 
his hair long… but he 
agreed to have it all 
shaved off in order to 
raise £110 for R.A.B.I. 
Charlie, who featured 
in Farmers Weekly after 
building his own auto-
steer system for his tractor 
whilst taking a course in 
computer programming 
at Nottingham University – 
decided to put his learning 
to use in the real world 

by upgrading his family’s 
tractor. 
When the article was 
published, various 
comments online, 
suggesting he might want 
to get a haircut, prompted 
him to do exactly that – 
with the help of friends at 
the Nottingham University 
Agricultural Society.  
Jennifer Hall, the society’s 
excursions secretary, put 
the wheels in motion and 
society friends happily 
took it in turns to shave 
Charlie’s head. 
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Volunteers come together at Royal Welsh

• Sheila Joynson, a 
founder member of the 
Carmarthenshire county 
committee, has sadly 
passed away. Sheila was 
instrumental in setting-up 
the committee 30 years ago 
and was a generous,  
hard-working and valuable 
supporter who will be 
much missed. Sheila was 
passionate about her 
support for R.A.B.I and in 
ensuring that farming people 
were cared for. Donations 
were requested by her 
family in lieu of flowers at her 
funeral and these totalled 
£365.

• Neil Watkins and 
colleagues from Iggesund 
Paperboard raised money 
for several organisations, 
including R.A.B.I, at the 
Cockermouth Show. Thanks 
also to Kim Crosland, for 
showing her pink sheep at 
the show to raise money for 
R.A.B.I.

• A duck race organised by 
the Ceredigion committee 
brought in £320.

• The team at Baa Stool 
held a warehouse discount 
sale, and shoppers took 
part in a raffle in support of 
R.A.B.I.

Founder member 
is much missed 

Minister discusses rural isolation 

Huw Irranca-Davies, 
Minister for Children, 
Older People and 
Social Care, visited 
the R.A.B.I stand 

at the Royal Welsh 
Show to talk about 
rural isolation and 
loneliness. 
The minster discussed 

how the Welsh 
government can 
alleviate loneliness 
and isolation in 
farming and rural 

communities across 
Wales, as part of a 
forthcoming strategy. 
Other visitors to 
the stand included 

Reverend Michelle 
Bailey, who stopped 
by to record her 
contribution for 
the Radio Wales 
programme ‘All 
Things Considered’. 
Committee members 
held a daily hamper 
raffle at the show, 
which raised £854. 
Christmas card and 
calendar sales also 
totalled £835 over 
four days.  
Many other 
organisations invited 
R.A.B.I to their show 
events including 
NFU Cymru, Wales 
YFC, the FUW, JCP 
Solicitors, and Agri 
Advisor.

Volunteers from across Wales came together at the Royal Welsh Show. The meeting, kindly 
hosted by NFU Cymru and the NFU Mutual, gave Welsh committee members a chance to share 
ideas.

Lodge clay shoot next up on Steve’s agenda
Ivan Kerea and 
Steve Smith 
(pictured) raised 
over £300 for 
R.A.B.I and the 
Gamekeepers 
Welfare Trust by 
driving a John Deere 
tractor (provided 
by RBM Tractors) 
around three 
counties in a single 
day. They stopped 
off at RBM depots 
across Lincolnshire, 
Derbyshire and South 
Yorkshire. Steve 
is also organising 
a clay shoot at 
Nettleton Lodge 
Shooting Ground 
next May. 

Despite bad weather, the Nantwich Big Day 
Out went ahead without a hitch, raising 
funds for R.A.B.I, Hope House and Tŷ Gobaith. 
Pictured are, left to right: Georgina Lamb, Phil 
Smallwood and Norman Lawson and Margaret 
Lawson.

Three farming 
charities – 
R.A.B.I, the 
Addington Fund 
and the Farming 
Community 
Network – 
each received 
cheques for 
£1,500 from 
organisers of the 
Blakesley Show. 
R.A.B.I corporate 

development manager Suzy Deeley 
is pictured with David Sheppard, 
chairman of Blakesley and District 
Agricultural Show Ltd.

Blakesley giving back

Big Day Out despite the rain
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Lamplough Trophy for Nat West golfers
Amazing £7k golf day 
Thirty-seven teams played in the 
Driffield Golf Day, which raised 
more than £7,000. The Nat West 
team (pictured) triumphed with 
82 points to scoop the Derek 
and Mary Lamplough Trophy, 
finishing a point ahead of The Four 
Musketeers. WCM came third and 
Beverley NFU fourth. 

Exhilarating leap 
into the unknown 

To mark the end of her 
presidency of the Rotary Club, 
Carlisle, former R.A.B.I trustee 
Nicki Quayle undertook a 
skydive to raise money for 
some of her favourite causes.  
Nicki, who is still a member of 
R.A.B.I’s Cumbria committee, 
raised around £3,000 for Blood 
Bikes Cumbria, R.A.B.I, Hospice 
at Home and Life Education. 
These were Nicki’s chosen 
charities during her term as 

president of the Rotary Club.  
She said: “Well, I am still here 
to tell the tale.  It was probably 
one of the most terrifying and 
exhilarating experiences I 
have ever had.  I was blessed 
with good weather and could 
see right down to Blackpool’s 
tower and piers – and right up 
Lake Windermere the other 
way. However, I was very glad 
to get my feet back onto terra 
firma!”

Hour-long flight prize bought 
for £300 at afternoon tea
The Pembrokeshire 
Ladies committee laid 
on afternoon tea at the 
home of member Sue 
Belton to raise more 
than £2,200.  
The event at Headlands 
Farm in Ambleston 
(the second of the 10th 
anniversary year for the 
ladies committee) was 
a complete sell-out with 

over 100 teas served on 
the day. 
A raffle was also held, 
whilst the prize of an 
hour-long flight over 
Pembrokeshire was 
donated by David and 
Sarah Rees of Withybush 
Flying. It was bought 
at auction for £300 by 
Jane Woolman of Little 
Haven.

 

Congratulations Tom and Sophie

A marquee fundraiser was held at Lockley Villa in 
Wistanswick, Shropshire, following the wedding of Tom 
Cornish and Sophie Jones. The setting, perfect weather, 
generous supporters and a super raffle created a lovely 
atmosphere and £1,217 was raised. 

Handmade floral buttonholes
Scores of visitors to 
this year’s Driffield 
Show fashioned floral 
buttonholes, which were 
handmade and sold to 

raise money for R.A.B.I. 
Wilkin Chapman solicitors 
raised £100 by selling 
handmade floral button 
holes at the popular 

Yorkshire 
show. Terry 
Jones, 
director 
general of 
the NFU, also  
popped by 
the R.A.B.I 
stand. Terry, 
right, is 
pictured with 
East Yorkshire 
committee 
member 
John 
Duggleby.   
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Wedded bliss At the double 

Skydiver turned away for being too heavy 

Vintage vehicle display

• Staffordshire chairman 
Mike Shelley and wife 
Daisy allowed R.A.B.I to 
use their son’s wedding 
marquee for a July 
fundraiser. Newlyweds 
Trevor and Megan 
attended the event, 
which brought in more 
than £900. 

• A summer picnic and 
music night was held at 
the home of Brecon & 
Radnor volunteers Anne 
and Paul Sweeting in 
Llyswen near Brecon. 
More than £700 was 
raised. 

• This year’s Thame Fair 
saw around 30,000 sheep 
booked in for auction and 
trade was good. Staff and 
volunteers raised £270.50 
through card sales and 
donations.

• Staff at the NFU in 
Glamorgan presented 
a cheque for £1,000 to 
R.A.B.I chairman Malcolm 
Thomas at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Show. 

• Ashford Hall Farm 
was the setting for a 
walk organised by farm 
manager Stuart Fairfax. 
Around 60 people 
attended and local 
auctioneers Bagshaws 
supported the event. The 
evening raised £785.

Miranda 
Shufflebotham held 
a garden party 
at her home in 
Nantwich, which 
was attended 
by 84 people 
and raised over 
£700. Miranda, 
a member of 
the Cheshire 
committee, held 
the party to 

commemorate 
the birthday of her 
late husband Sam.  
Because Sam was 
a huge classic car 
enthusiast, there 
was a fabulous 
turnout of vintage 
vehicles. Pictured 
left to right are: 
Katy Noden, 
Miranda and Sylvia 
Cornock. 

Two nights of fundraising 
in Carmarthenshire raised 
£1,550.05. 
The Carmarthenshire 
committee held a whist 
drive at Cwrt Henri on 
Thursday June 7, which 
was well attended. 
The following evening, 
a concert was held 
at Llangyndeyrn Hall 
featuring Côr Meibion 
Mynydd Mawr and 
members from Côr 
Meibion Dyffryn Tywi. 
Also performing were 
Pembrokeshire soprano 
Jessica Robinson and 
the Carmarthen Ukulele 
Group. Ivor Davies again 
took on compering 
duties. 
During the interval the 
raffle was drawn and 
there were speeches 
from guest president, 
Tyssul Evans and R.A.B.I 
chairman Malcolm 
Thomas. 

600 roses in restored gardens 
Members of the public 
were given a unique 
opportunity to enjoy the 
amazing private Town 
Place Gardens of Anthony 
and Maggie McGrath in 
Sheffield Park, East Sussex. 
The couple have lovingly 
developed these gardens 
since buying the three acre 
property in the early 1990s. 
The gardens comprise more 
than 600 roses, herbaceous 
borders, herb garden, 

topiary inspired by the 
sculptures of Henry Moore, 
ornamental grasses, an 
800-year-old oak and a 
unique Priory Church and 
Cloisters. Canapés were 
served to guests, along 
with local Bluebell Vineyard 
sparkling wine, produced 
from grapes grown on 
the edge of the Ashdown 
Forest. 
Pictured below is Gillian van 
der Meer. 

Jump from 13,000ft worth the weight
When Alan Dimmock went 
for his first weigh-in for his 
charity skydive he was 
turned away for being too 
heavy. 
“No one told me there was a 
weight limit!” said Alan.  
“I had to put the dive off for 
a year so I could lose the 
weight. I started exercising 
more and eating less – I cut 
out bread completely. After 
a year, I’d lost around two 
stones.” 
Alan completed his 13,000ft 
leap to raise around £500. He 
said: “I thoroughly enjoyed it.  
“It’s something I’ve always 
wanted to do and when 
the opportunity came up I 

couldn’t say no.” 
Alan is not from a farming 
background, but his son 
Lewis works at Padbury Hill 
Farm in Buckinghamshire. 
Alan said: “When we 
first moved to the area, 
Lewis struggled to find 
any work. He wanted an 
apprenticeship but no one 
would give him a break, 
until a local farmer took him 
on board. He loves working 
on the farm, especially with 
tractors. It was the farmer 
who suggested I raise funds 
for R.A.B.I.” 
Alan’s other son, Josh, is also 
now working on a farm in 
Buckinghamshire. 

DETERMINED: Alan Dimmock, with R.A.B.I’s Jenni 
Green. 
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1950s tractors put to test in Cornwall 
£340 meal at Fish Kitchen 
Edward Buckland Auctioneers partnered 
with PKF Francis Clark, Barclays 
Agriculture, Coodes Solicitors and 
Cornish Mutual to hold the fifth annual 
grand charity auction for Farming Help 
charities at the Royal Cornwall Show. 
More than 350 people attended, with 
entertainment provided by Britain Got 
Talent’s Julian Ellis. Around 70 lots went 
under the gavel, including a meal at 
Nathan Outlaw’s Fish Kitchen, which 
sold for £340. A two night stay at the 
Farmers Club in London sold for £415 and 
a three-night stay a Restormel Manor 
in Lostwithiel went for £500. More than 
£11,500 was raised on the night, bringing 
the total generated over the past five 
years for R.A.B.I, RSABI, the Addington 
Fund and FCN to more than £53k. 

Inspired by a map 
of tangled B roads
It was all inspired by a large map 
hanging on the wall of Edward 
Buckland’s board room; the full 
road map of Cornwall. A tangle of 
B roads, unnamed roads, unmade 
tracks and several ferries. 
“I recall the phone call from 
Edward quite vividly”, explained 
Martin Dyer. 
“You’ve got a Massey Ferguson 35 
haven’t you?” 
“Little did I know at that point that 
Mr Buckland was observing the 
map and concocting a plan that 
would put this machine (and man) 
to the test. 
“And Mr Perry, he has one as well 
does he not?” continued Edward. 
Martin confirmed that fellow friend 
John Perry did indeed have a 
Massey 35. The Cornwall Three 
Way was born. 
The concept was simple; to 

circumnavigate Cornwall on 
three vintage Massey Ferguson 
35 tractors in three days in July 
– a journey of around 300 miles. 
However, the initial ‘three way’ 
soon became an ‘eight way’ 
when Stephen Buckland, Will 
Curtis, Luke Wallis and Kevin 
Bennett joined the fold, with Dave 
Sawyer driving the recovery lorry. 
Martin said: “300 miles in three 
days doesn’t sound like much 
of a challenge does it? In a 
car, it would be no problem; air 
conditioning on, favourite tunes on 
the radio, comfy seats and good 
suspension. But we were driving 
tractors built in the 1950s which 
were designed to plough fields at 
3mph, not cover countless miles 
on Cornwall’s back-roads with a 
ride comfort that resembles that of 
the old ‘bone shaker’ bikes!” 

The group raised 
£12,000 for R.A.B.I 
and Children’s 
Hospice South 
West (split equally) 
and presented 
the money at 
a celebratory 
barbecue at Truro 
Cricket Club.   
Pictured are Martin 
Dyer, Ed Buckland 
and John Perry, with 
R.A.B.I’s Pam Wills. 

Ball to remember Helen 
Latimer Hinks donated £500 to R.A.B.I 
following their 2017 charity ball at 
Wynard Hall on the outskirts of Durham. 
The ball was in memory of a much loved 
colleague, Helen Thomas, who sadly 
died in 2016, aged just 33. The ball was 
a resounding success and raised £36,000 
for various charities, large and small, 
including the St Teresa’s Hospice and the 
Darlington and Bishop Auckland Scanner 
Appeal.  

Showcasing artists’ work
Carter Jonas, Birketts and Wilson Wraight 
arranged a gallery viewing event at the 
Highwayman’s Barn just outside Bury St 
Edmunds. Local artists showcased their 
work and a silent auction was held, with 
prizes donated. The night generated £780.

Garage is the hub of operations 
Over 140 people enjoyed an 
afternoon at South Longwood 
in Hampshire, courtesy of 
Sandra Dunford and family. 
Guests were entertained 
with a dressage display and 
had the chance to look 
inside some light aircraft and 
vintage tractors. The garage 

was turned into a temporary 
kitchen/tearoom for the 
afternoon which became 
the hub of operations for 
the ladies of the Hampshire 
committee.  
The event was supported 
by MacDonald Oates and 
generated £2,200. 

Twilight excursions on the water 
The Suffolk committee put on a hog roast at 
Thorpeness Meare, which was attended by more 
than 100 guests. The event raised £1,164. Use of the 
venue was kindly granted by Liz and Kirsty Everett, 
whilst James Blyth at the Friday Street Farm Shop 
donated strawberries and cream. Guests even got 
the opportunity to explore the Meare in rowing boats 
after supper.
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Fruitful time for branches

Triumph for ‘Once Rivals Now Friends’
Up for the count

An open day Sunday event at 
Home Farm, Attingham, near 
Shrewsbury was a great success, 
thanks to the Dixon family. The sum 
of £261.34 was collected for R.A.B.I 
and even Dracula gave the event 
the thumbs up. 

Rally puts the focus 
on ‘young at heart’

The first ‘Not 
So Young 
Farmers Rally’, 
organised 
by the East 
Yorkshire 
committee, 
welcomed 
hundreds of 
former YFC 
members to 
Rose Farm in 
Seaton Ross. 
The event 
generated 
£2,500.  
Teams took 
part in various 
competitions 
and the judges 
were all current 
YFC members, 
including R.A.B.I 
fundraising & 
development 
coordinator 
Verenique 
Beviere. 
At the end of 
the day, water 
and obstacle 
races ensured 

everyone got a  
proper soaking.  
Only a handful 
of points 
separated 
the top three 
teams, but 
‘Once Rivals 
Now Friends’ (a 
team made up 
of ex members 
of the Beacon, 
Beverley and 
Brandesburton 
clubs) emerged 
victorious. 
Sally Conner, 
R.A.B.I regional 
manager for 
the North East, 
said: “We’ve 
had some 
tremendous 
support for 
this event 
from different 
generations 
and it was great 
to have lots of 
young farmers 
as judges and 
stewards.”

The NFU’s Horncastle 
and Coningsby 
branches raised a 
fabulous £3,050 for 
R.A.B.I via two social 
events, the Horncastle 
NFU Ball and the 
Coningsby Dinner 
Dance.  
Lincoln and 
Gainsborough NFU 
also raised £300 which 
will be split between 

the Lincolnshire Rural 
Support Network 
and R.A.B.I. Cheques 
were presented by 
NFU representatives 
to R.A.B.I regional 
manager Mary Maud, 
pictured second 
left and Lincolnshire 
chairman Hugh 
Wykes, second 
from right, at the 
Lincolnshire Show. 

WELLY WANGERS: Judges Pat Kneeshaw 
and Jamie Maltas. 

Crowds return to Forde Abbey
Forde Abbey once 
again hosted its 
annual summer 
fair and thousands 
enjoyed the varied 
attractions. Last 
year’s fair raised 
£30,000 (split equally) 
for R.A.B.I and 
the Riding for the 
Disabled Association. 
The former Cistercian 
monastery in 
Chard, Somerset, 
hosts trade stalls, 
horticultural displays, 
and live bands 
on their grounds.  
Pam Wills, R.A.B.I 
regional manager, 
said: “I’d like to 
thank the summer 
fair committee for 
choosing R.A.B.I 
as one of their 
charities of the year. 
Their continued 
support is greatly 
appreciated.”
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British Wool staff scale Yorkshire heights
Thoughtful giving
• Frank Speed kindly donated 
£1,490 following a celebration to 
mark his 60th birthday. Will Evans 
marked his 40th birthday with 
a donation of £525.50, while an 
85th birthday celebration for Ruth 
Roberts resulted in a donation of 
£250.

• Around 90 guests were 
treated to afternoon tea at 
Bignor Farm and Roman Villa, 
nestled in the South Downs in 
West Sussex. Guests assembled 
to hear a brief history of the 
family farm and its current 
working practises, before 
climbing aboard two tractor 
and trailers for a tour of the 
farm. On return, they explored 
the grounds and tucked into 
cream teas. The afternoon 
raised £1,200, which will be 
split between R.A.B.I and the 
Petworth & District Agricultural 
Society.

• A farmhouse breakfast 
hosted by Farrington Gurney 
YFC (Somerset) raised £342 
– and further donations from 
club members resulted in £700 
being presented to R.A.B.I. Club 
member Lucy Osborne said: “We 
held the breakfast in the evening 
to make it more convenient 
for people to attend!” Club 
members also donated food 
towards the breakfast. 

• A Nottinghamshire farm walk 
around the hills of Edingley 
raised more than £600. 

British Wool staff took 
to the hills to raise more 
than £2,400 by climbing 
Yorkshire’s Three Peaks in 
hot, testing conditions. 
The team of nine 
ascended Pen-y-Ghent 
(694m), Whernside 
(736m) and Ingleborough 
(723m), situated in the 
Yorkshire Dales, in less 
than 13 hours, despite 
the heat. Making up the 
British Wool team were: 
Graham Clark, Tracey 
Harris, Sandra Dennison, 
Joe Farren, Haldi Kranich-
Wood, Jayne Harkness-
Bones, Steve Bradley, 
Jean Murphy and 
Richard Saville. British 
Wool, based in Bradford, 
has been selling fleece 
wool internationally 
since 1950. Around 
40,000 sheep farmers 
are involved with the 
company.

Barclays helpers clear tables and wash up 
Serving refreshments 
in the NFU tent, plus 
donations to collection 

tins, meant £2,593.72 
was raised at the 
Staffordshire Show. 

Barclays agreed to 
add £1,000 in match 
funding.  

Thanks to NFU 
West Midlands 
regional director 
Rob Newbery 
for providing 
this fundraising 
opportunity, 
Barclays, the Co-
operative Bank 
and Stafford Knot 
Rotary, who gave 
their time freely to 
serve, clear tables 
and wash up. 

Special concert to mark 30th anniversary
A concert to 
celebrate the 30th 
anniversary of R.A.B.I’s 
Merionethshire’s 
committee raised 
£5,352.  
The concert featured 
renowned Welsh 
tenors Rhys Meirion 
and Aled Wyn Davies. 
Also performing were 
Alejandro Jones from 
Patagonia and pupils 
from Ysgol Bro Idris, 
Dolgellau, conducted 
by Carwyn Evans. Aled 
Rhys Jones took on 
compering duties for 
the night, with Eirian 
Owen accompanying 

the acts on piano.    
During the interval, 
Mair Rees, chair of 
R.A.B.I.’s Merionethshire 
committee, gave 
a vote of thanks 
and introduced the 
speakers – guest 
president Edmund 
Bailey, a former NFU 
Cymru president and 
current Lord-Lieutenant 
of Gwynedd and 
R.A.B.I chairman 
Malcolm Thomas MBE. 
Match funding from 
Barclays, plus a 
successful raffle on the 
evening, helped boost 
the final total. 

IN GOOD VOICE: Performers at a concert to mark the Merionethshire 
committee’s 30th anniversary. 

In peak 
 fitness



Visit the website: www.rabi.org.uk 19

Walking 21 miles in gran’s memory 
Anwen Davies walked 21 
miles from Lampeter to 
Aberaron to raise £846.50 
in memory of her late 
grandmother Chris Hunt.  
Chris was a stalwart 
of R.A.B.I’s Ceredigion 
committee until her untimely 
death in November 2016. Her 
husband Stephen is honorary 
president of the same 
committee.    
Euros Davies, chair of R.A.B.I’s 
Ceredigion committee, said: 
“Chris was a much valued 
member of our committee 
and would be so proud 
of Anwen for raising this 
money towards our work in 
Ceredigion.” 
Anwen, second from right, 
is pictured with R.A.B.I 
representatives including 
Euros, centre. 

Bronze award in trade stand category 
R.A.B.I’s 
stand at the 
Cheshire 
Show won the 
bronze award 
in the best 
trade stand 
category. 
Regional 
manager 
Georgina 
Lamb and 
committee 
members 
attended on 
each day of 
the show.  

Chris still missed by friends in Ceredigion

A cheese and wine supper 
was held in the magnificent 
surroundings of the Bishop’s 
Garden in Ely. The garden 
is in the shadow of Ely 
Cathedral and a warm 
summer’s evening made 
the event extra special. 
Eboracum Baroque, a 
talented group of young 
professional musicians, 
performed a condensed 
opera in 20 minutes. 
With match funding from 
Barclays, £1,400 was 
raised. 
Pictured in the sun are Ava 
Paice and Sue Hall. 

Supper in the cathedral’s shadows Marvellous marquee
Guy Johnson and fiancée 
Jordan Constantine ran a clay 
shoot at Sandwath Farm in 
Fawcatt, Richmond in June and 
around 200 people attended. 
The day generated £4k, with 
R.A.B.I receiving £1,500.  
The couple’s wedding was nine 
days later so they certainly 
had plenty to organise. 
Competitors returned to a 
carpeted grain store with 
marquee lining, chandeliers, 
round tables with white table 
cloths and a stocked bar. A 
three course lunch was served 
and there was also a raffle and 
a silent auction.

Summer soiree 
in Shrewsbury 

Mark Lord, a business consultant 
and amateur dramatic enthusiast, 

returned to the stage after a  
three-year break to raise money 

for R.A.B.I and the North West  
Air Ambulance.  

Mark, a consultant with Berrys in 
Shrewsbury, sang at Byley Village 
Hall in a one-off ‘summer soiree’  

in memory of a former bank  
client, Michael Richardson.  

Mark has appeared in  
more than 40  
 productions.
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Mixing it in the kitchen after 30 years!
Alan’s cake is a 
collector’s item

Longstanding supporter 
Alan Read baked a cake 
for the first time in more 
than 30 years – and sold 
it for £20 at the charity’s 
Creslow Manor cream tea 
fundraiser! 
Alan’s coffee and walnut 
offering was certainly 
the icing on the cake for 
another fantastic event 
at the Aylesbury Manor, 
courtesy of owners Brian 
and Linda Lear. The 
couple have hosted 
this annual cream tea 
fundraiser since 2010, with 
R.A.B.I’s Buckinghamshire 
committee working hard to 
bring plans to fruition.    
More than 200 people 
turned up for cream teas 
and cakes at Creslow 
Manor on Sunday June 
24 and it was a record-
breaking event – not just 
because Alan decided 
to don his apron and get 
busy with the mixing bowl, 
either.  
R.A.B.I’s Jenni Green said: 
“We raised £2,571.50, 
which is incredible – and 
match funding from 
Barclays increased that 
total by a further £2,000. 
That’s an awful lot of 
scones and cups of tea.”

Country club 
goes whole hog
• A second successful hog 
roast at Cwm Country Club in 
Trawsmawr raised the remarkable 
sum of £3,792.20. Noel Morgan, 
Carmarthenshire joint county 
chair, said: “Last year’s hog roast 
was an excellent event, but we’re 
absolutely delighted to have 
raised even more money this 
year.”

• The National Sheep Association 
(NSA) gave R.A.B.I the opportunity 
to run the raffle at their pre-event 
dinner at the Three Counties 
Showground on July 17. The dinner 
was attended by 460 people and 
the sum of £1,744 was raised. 

• With sponsorship from 
Whirledge and Nott and APL 
Tractors, a third clay shoot was 
held at Forest Lodge Farm in 
Ingatestone, Essex, courtesy of the 
Wreathall family.  
Although the number of people 
taking part was down, the day 
raised £1,586. The winning team, 
from Badnocks Farm, scored 170 
out of 200, with team member 
Chris Orrin achieving the highest 
individual score of 47/50. He also 
won first prize in the raffle. 

• Sixty people enjoyed Pimms 
and afternoon tea at Churchfields 
Barn, Barthomley, the home of 
Norman and Margaret Lawson. 
Around £600 was raised. During 
the afternoon, Glenys Richardson 
also presented a cheque for £970 
to R.A.B.I. This represented half 
the proceeds of a ‘musical soiree’ 
organised in memory of her late 
husband, Michael.

• A barbecue at New House 
Farm at Eridge, home to Ian and 
Laura Russell, brought in £335. 

• The Derbyshire committee’s 
June Joules sale was busy with 
shoppers queuing to get in before 
the doors opened. The night 
generated £973.50.

• The Pembroke Farmers Club 
presented a cheque for £300 to 
Emily Davies, chair of R.A.B.I’s 
Pembrokeshire ladies committee. 
Emily met with Richard Prout, chair 
of the Pembroke Farmers Club, to 
accept the donation.

Three great days in Harrogate 
Staff and supporters 
enjoyed three busy days 
at the Great Yorkshire 
Show in Harrogate.  
Gator raffle tickets 
(around 1,000) sold 
out, while a cricket 
bat signed by the 
Yorkshire team made 
£290 in a raffle. 
Representatives 
from Krone also 
sold tickets for 
the win-a-baler 
competition 
and a reception 
on day one 
attracted more 
than 60 people. 
Plenty of visitors 
popped by 
the R.A.B.I 
stand including 
the Bishop of 
Selby and the 
Bishop of Hull, 
who presented 
R.A.B.I regional 
manager  
Sally Conner 

with £420. This money 
was raised in the 
Archdeaconry of York 
from the Great Selby 
Bike Ride in May.  
Ripon Farm Services 
also donated £1,400 
generated by their 
children’s tractor 

attraction at Newby Hall 
in June.  
 
BELOW: Regional 
managers Georgina 
Lamb and Sally Conner 
welcome a guest from 
Chelsea to the Great 
Yorkshire Show. 

RISING TO THE OCCASION: Alan Read, with 
daughter Amy and his coffee and walnut cake 
which sold for £20. 
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A family’s world turned upside down 

 

Champagne served on the lawns of Kent Showground 

NFU drinks reception
• Once again, Suffolk NFU and NFU Mutual 
held a drinks reception for their members 
on the eve of the Suffolk Show. The 
reception raised £580 for R.A.B.I. 

• Bendles Solicitors in Carlisle held a clay 
pigeon shoot for agricultural professionals 
at the Greenquarries Shooting Ground near 
Rosley in Cumbria. A raffle was held in aid 
of R.A.B.I at the after-shoot meal and raised 
£161. 

• A Guiting Power farm walk raised £1,111. 
The Gloucestershire committee arranged 
the annual farm walk in conjunction with 
Cotswold business, Guiting Manor Farms 
Ltd. The event was supported by local 
land agents Carver Knowles, who are 
celebrating their 20th anniversary this year. 

• Supporters and YFC members in 
Worcestershire manned car parks at the 
Hanbury Show. Their efforts resulted in a 
£500 donation.

• The Hampshire Farm Women’s Club 
enjoyed the hospitality of Sally Silvester at 
Glidden Farm near Hambledon for their 
annual R.A.B.I Summer lunch. Sally put on 
a beautiful spread and a raffle generated 
£120. Around £160 worth of Christmas cards 
were also sold. 

• Elizabeth Allen Land Agents organised 
a #clubhectare event at Worth Farms in 
Lincolnshire and a £25 donation was made. 

• Over 70 people enjoyed a tour of Stocks 
Farm, Suckley, by invitation of Richard and 
Ali Capper. Guests sat down to a  
two-course meal and £885 was raised.  

A family’s world was turned 
upside down when Graham 
Gibson – husband, father, and 
grandfather – died unexpectedly 
at the age of just 55. 
A director for international 
agricultural business Al Dahra, 
Graham was responsible for 
farming potatoes across 25,000 
acres in Egypt, where he’d lived 
for two years. Originally from Hull, 
he started farming at the age 
of 16, before attending Bishop 
Burton Agricultural College. He 
later moved to South Africa, 
where he met his wife Alicia. 
“Graham lived to work,” said 
Alicia.  

“He loved his job and was into 
anything wildlife or farming 
related.  
“He was especially passionate 
about tractors and machinery. 
“He loved the farming 
community, so in his honour we 
decided to raise money to give 
back to farmers. That’s why we 
chose to donate to R.A.B.I. His 
attitude to farming was intense, 
always striving for perfection.  
“He worked the full spectrum, 
from arable to beekeeping to 
fruit farming.”  
Along with daughters Kaeli and 
Gabby, Alicia has raised £1,373 
for R.A.B.I in Graham’s memory.

‘Community spirit was 
important to Graham’

HAPPY 
TIMES: 
Graham 
Gibson, 
pictured 
with wife 
Alicia. 

On a glorious summer’s 
evening, 130 guests 
enjoyed Taittinger 
Champagne and local 
Biddenden Vineyard 
apple juice on the lawns 
and grounds of the Kent 
County Agricultural 
Showground at Detling.  
Beautifully cooked 
venison steaks, wild boar 
sausages and salads, 
expertly prepared by 
Godmersham Game, 
added to this inaugural 
event – generously 
supported by Rollo 
Parsons from Locktons 
(an independent 
insurance brokerage), 
BTF Partnership and the 

Kent County Agricultural 
Society. The evening 
was rounded off with an 
auction held by John 
Butler from Lambert & 
Foster.  
Overall, the night raised 
more than £3,500.  
Sally Field, R.A.B.I 
regional manager, 
said: “A team from 
Kent YFC served drinks 
and waited on people 
throughout the evening 
and Alison Wallingford 
and her staff from the 
Kent events team also 
worked extremely hard. 
“We couldn’t have 
managed without 
them.”

SUMMER 
NIGHTS: 
R.A.B.I 
trustee 
Sue Lister 
addresses 
guests at 
the Kent 
Champagne 
evening. 
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Any other business? We’re getting engaged!

Balloons in a JCB
• Rea Valley Tractors ran a 
‘guess the number of balloons 
in a JCB’ competition at 
Minsterley Show which raised 
£52. R.A.B.I’s trade stand 
brought in £278.75 and the 
Stapeley Veterinary Practice 
(who won best trade stand) 
also donated £378.34. 

• Thanks to Brian Harries, 
Pembrokeshire County Show 
president and wife Margaret 
for donating the proceeds of 
the raffle at the show’s ladies 
reception. The raffle raised 
£1,025. R.A.B.I’s Pembrokeshire 
Ladies held two daily hamper 
raffles at the show as well as 
a cheese & wine evening at 
the NFU Cymru/NFU Mutual 
marquee. These fundraisers 
brought in £709.

• Forty cream teas were 
served at Kitchenam Farm, 
Ashburnham, in the heart of 
the East Sussex countryside. 
Monty and Amanda Worssam 
hosted the event, which raised 
£386.45.

Manson House residents 
Dorothy Creasy and Elspeth 
Dennis Jones were among the 
first to try out a new rickshaw 
service in Bury St Edmunds. 
The pair took advantage of 
the free service to explore 
some of the town’s hotspots, 
such as the Abbey Gardens. 
Manson House is a residential 
care home in Suffolk, primarily 
for farming people, owned 
and run by R.A.B.I. 

Getting busy in the office with the tea and cakes
Cream teas and cakes were served up 
to the public by staff at Barclays, raising 
£188 for R.A.B.I in the process.    
The two organisations came together to 
provide the perfect mix for the cream tea 
event at the Barclays offices in Botley, 
Oxfordshire on June 6.   
More than 25 people tucked into some 
fantastic cakes baked by Sarah Duffy 

of Freeths and Rachel Rahmann from 
Ellacotts. The event was organised by 
R.A.B.I’s Jenni Green and Suzy Deeley, 
in conjunction with Jo Dunstone from 
Barclays. R.A.B.I fundraising coordinator 
Lisa Knight also got the opportunity to put 
her amazing baking skills to good use.  
As of August 8, Barclays has contributed 
more than £18k to R.A.B.I this year.

Rickshaw tour of 
Bury St Edmunds 

Pip and Ruth tie the knot 

A Shropshire wedding marquee was put to good use after Pip Edwards and Ruth 
Roberts tied the knot at the end of June. Over 100 guests supported the evening, 
which brought in £880. Pictured left to right are Pip, Ruth, R.A.B.I regional manager 
Kate Jones and Anne Roberts. 

Love blossoms on Durham committee

Supporters at Durham’s July committee raised a glass of Prosecco to chairman Tim 
Sedgewick and treasurer Jess Flood to celebrate their engagement. Congratulations to 
both!

Hungry for the wolf
The Bletsoes team 
at Thrapston market 
raised £700 by holding 
a breakfast event and 
taking part in a wolf race 
(a 10km run / swim across 
open ground, woodland 
and lakes).
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JFC Agri cycle from Galway to Oswestry

• Richard and Caroline Matthews 
opened up their dairy farm, situated 
between East Grinstead and Lingfield, 
as part of Open Farm Sunday.  
It’s the third year running that the 
couple have invited local residents 
to Felcourt Farm in June to see their 
pedigree Friesian cows being milked, 
enjoy tractor and trailer rides or tuck 
into homemade cakes.  
A relaxed and enjoyable day raised 
over £235.

• The annual South Lakes NFU 
dinner was held at The Netherwood 

Hotel, Grange over Sands, Cumbria, 
overlooking Morecambe Bay. Thanks 
once again to Chris James, Andrew 
Pye and Natalie Edmondson for 
organising the night and Barclays 
manager Julie Gillespie for match 
funding the event which raised 
£1,400.

• NFU staff in Llangefni, Anglesey 
have been supporting R.A.B.I this year 
and collected donations at their stand 
at the Anglesey Show.

• A cricket match between 

Staffordshire & Birmingham 
Agricultural Society and the NFU 
raised £200. 

• Holywell couple Mr and Mrs Jones 
opened their delightful cottage 
garden to the public to raise £200. 

• Brockton and District Gun Club’s 
charity shoot made £579.20. 

Opening up the dairy parlour doors to let visitors see inside 

Irish eyes are smiling

Staff from JFC Agri cycled 
200 miles from their head 
office in County Galway 
to the firm’s UK site in 
Oswestry, Shropshire.  
The ride took just two days 
and included climbs of 
5,903ft.   
The team’s hard work was 
in aid of three charities: 
R.A.B.I, The Riding for 
Disabled Association and 
Embrace Farm (a farm 
accident support network 
in Ireland).  
With three countries to 

cross in two days JFC’s 
Sue Taylor and Dave 
Curley, accompanied 
by Stephanie Pierre, Matt 
Corcoran and Frank 
Conway put power to 
the pedals to cover the 
delightful flat scenery of 
Ireland and head 100 miles 
to the ferry port at Dublin, 
where Frank waved them 
off with the Welsh hills in 
their sights.  
With a smooth crossing 
and approximately five 
hours sleep, Sue, JFC UK’s 

national sales manager, 
was up bright and breezy, 
chatting live on BBC 
Radio Shropshire at 7am. 
Shropshire farmers Neil 
Mainwaring and Hugh 
Pinney joined the team at 
Holyhead and quickly lifted 
spirits as they rode along 
the A5.  
With a quick pit stop at 
Swallow Falls, they set off 
on the hardest part of the 
challenge, the climb out 
of Betws-Y-Coed. Before 
this, they travelled along 

the stunning Llyn Ogwen, 
gradually twisting up 
through the mountains. 
With a few short, sharp hills 
to tackle once they crossed 
the border into Shropshire, 
they had Oswestry firmly 
in their sights and R.A.B.I 
regional managers Becky 
Davies and Kate Jones 
were there to cheer them 
on. All six riders entered the 
Maes-Y-Clawdd Industrial 
Estate smiling from ear to 
ear, crossing the finish line 
together. 

ABOVE LEFT: Staff and guests at 
Felcourt Farm.  
ABOVE RIGHT: Employees at the NFU 
in Llangefni. 
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September   
29                Cruckton ploughing match 
29                Fairford, Faringdon, Filkins & Burford   
                    ploughing match 
29                Gransden Show, Cambridgeshire
29-30           Masham Sheep Fair 
30                Harvest festival, Brandesburton, Yorks    
30                Essex harvest festival, Chelmsford  
30                Harvest service & tea,  Clwyd

October  
2                  Harvest service, Myerscough College
3                  South West Dairy Show, Bath & West 
7                  Pembrokeshire Fashion Show
7                  Book Fair, Bedale, North Yorks 
7                  Harvest lunch, St Genny’s, Cornwall 
13                Harvest ball, Harrogate 
13                Northumberland dinner dance 
13                Suffolk quiz and supper, Hintlesham
13                Clwyd café, Cilcain near Mold
13-14           British Ploughing Champs, Austrey 
14                Bury St Edmunds harvest festival
14                Merionethshire Sunday lunch  
17                Carmarthenshire bingo, Mart Café
17                West Yorkshire pub quiz, Huddersfield 
20                Rustic Roots, Stockton, Warwickshire 
20-21           Countryside Live, Harrogate 
21                Hereford Cathedral service 
21                Harvest festival, Lincoln Cathedral 
24                Bingo night, Belper, Derbyshire
25                Pea & pie supper, Whiston, Staffs  
25                Mouse racing, Exeter Market 
26                Brecon & Radnor quiz, Glasbury
26                Welsh beef dinner, Llanina, Llanarth
26                Merionethshire Fashion Show  
28                Harvest festival, Bakewell 
28                Tractor run, Budbrooke near Warwick
29                ‘1 in 4’ conference, Carmarthen 
30                Welsh Dairy Show, Carmarthen
30                Cornish Quiz, St Erme  

November  
2                  Worcestershire Cricket Club dinner  
2                  Agri Expo, Carlisle 
2                  Quiz night, Mold Cricket Club
7                  Agrifest, Westpoint, Exeter
9                  Farmhouse breakfast, York Mart 
9                  Murder mystery dinner, Cumbria 

November (continued)  
11                Shopping event, Thornley, Durham
12                Whist drive, Otterham & St Juliot Hall
13                Floristry demo, Meifod     
15                Cheese and wine event, Nantwich
16                Bedfordshire quiz, Chicksands 
16                Red Rose Ball, Lancashire 
17                Cornish Winter Fair, Wadebridge
17                Quiz night, Bishops Waltham, Hants 
17-18           English Winter Fair, Staffordshire 
20                Breakfast, Sam Turner’s, Durham
21                Rural business advice day, Hereford  
21                Carmarthenshire bingo, Mart Café
23                Ceredigion bingo, Ffostrasol Arms
23                Quiz & Cawl, Carmarthen Golf Club
24                Strictly dinner dance, Driffield 
24                Dinner dance, Ross-on-Wye
24                Proms night, Wooler 
25                Afternoon tea, Bishop Wilton 
26                Winslow Fatstock Show 
26-27           Royal Welsh Winter Fair, Llanelwedd
27                Salisbury Primestock Show  
27                Shropshire draw, Shrewsbury Market  
28                Thame Fatstock Show, Oxfordshire
30                Breakfast, Sam Turner’s, Durham
30                Bucks supper, The Old Thatch, Adstock 
30                Brecon & Radnor concert, Talgarth
30                Caerwys Show Winter Fair 

December 
2                  Carol concert, Welshpool Market
3                  Swinton Park concert, North Yorkshire
3                  Winslow Fatstock Show 
3                  Winter Fair, Sedgemoor Market 
4-5               Carol services, Wigton, Cumbria 
5                  Club Hectare event, Market Deeping 
6                  Thame carol service, Oxfordshire  
6                  Carol Service, York Mart
6                  Cirencester Primestock Show 
6                  Quiz night, Nantwich
7                  Carol service, Ruthin Market 
8                  Wassail evening, Suffolk 
10                Carol service, Cockermouth
11                Carol service, Carlisle 
12                Carol service, Gisburn
12                Wiltshire carols
13                Bingo night, Haverfordwest CC
16                Carol service, Llanerchaeron Church 

Diary Dates

EAST – LUCY BELLEFONTAINE
Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire
Mobile: 07739 297374 
Tel: 01728 602888
Email: lucy.bellefontaine@rabi.
org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieast

NORTH EAST – SALLY CONNER
North Yorkshire, County Durham, 
Northumberland, East Yorkshire
Mobile: 07818 093506 
Tel: 01964 541400
Email: sally.conner@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabinortheast

SOUTH EAST – SALLY FIELD
Hampshire, IOW, Berkshire, Surrey, 
Sussex, Kent
Mobile: 07799 798441 
Tel: 01903 882741
Email: sally.field@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABISouthEast

NORTH WALES & WARWICKSHIRE  
– BECKY DAVIES
Anglesey, Caernarfon, Conwy, 
Clwyd, Montgomeryshire, 
Warwickshire
Mobile: 07730 765377 
Tel: 01341 422672
Email: becky.davies@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/RABINWalesWarks

NORTH WEST  – GEORGINA LAMB
Cumbria, Lancashire, South 
& West Yorkshire, Merseyside, 
Cheshire
Mobile: 07917 114250
Email: georgina.lamb@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabinorthwest

SOUTH CENTRAL –  VACANT POSITION
Buckinghamshire, Wiltshire,
Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire
Email: info@rabi.org.uk

EAST MIDLANDS  – MARY MAUD    
Lincolnshire, Rutland, 
Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire,  
Derbyshire, Northamptonshire  
Mobile: 07525 323450 
Email: mary.maud@rabi.org.uk 
Twitter.com/rabieastmids 

SOUTH WEST – PAM WILLS
Devon, Cornwall, Dorset, Somerset
Mobile: 07825 336224
Tel: 01398 361819
Email: pam.wills@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/PamRABI

WALES – LINDA JONES
Brecon & Radnor, 
Carmarthenshire, Ceredigion, 
Pembrokeshire, Glamorgan, 
Merionethshire, Monmouthshire  
Mobile: 07557 363016
Tel: 01559 364850
Email: linda.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabicymru_wales

Regional Managers

WEST MIDLANDS – KATE JONES 
Staffordshire, Shropshire, 
Worcestershire, Herefordshire
Mobile: 07876 492839
Email: kate.jones@rabi.org.uk
Twitter.com/rabiwestmids


